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Trivia

Random Trivia
by Eryn Clark, ADPC

This activity includes 30 questions on a variety of topics. The questions are accompanied by the 
answers and additional information for discussion.

There are several activity possibilities:

 • For a group activity, read and discuss the trivia questions and answers. Also, print the picture 
page to pass around during the activity.

 • For independent activities, print and distribute fill-in-the-blank 
copies of the questions without the answers. Also available are 
the questions with the answers.

 • Post one or more of the trivia questions on your bulletin board 
every day or so throughout the month, using this special sign.

Trivia Questions and Answers
1. What 1942 movie starred Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman in French Morocco?

Answer: Casablanca. Humphrey Bogart plays a cynical nightclub owner named Rick who 
must decide if he should help his former lover and her husband. It won Oscars for Best 
Picture, Best Director, and Best Adapted Screenplay. 

2. What cereal brand uses the advertising phrase “Snap! Crackle! Pop!”?

Answer: Kellogg’s Rice Krispies. The slogan was created in the early 1930s and gave birth to 
three Rice Krispies mascots named Snap, Crackle, and Pop. 

3. What African animal’s name translates to river horse in Greek?

Answer: Hippopotamus. Hippos are excellent swimmers and can hold their breath up to  
five minutes underwater. They live in sub-Saharan Africa and will spend as much as 16 hours 
a day submerged in a lake or river to keep their bodies cool. 

4. Harriet Tubman guided other slaves to freedom through what secret network?

Answer: The Underground Railroad. The Underground Railroad operated from sometime in 
the late 18th century until well into the Civil War.

5. What do you call the “blueprints” found within each string of DNA?

Answer: Genes. Genes instruct the cells of the body how to make 
specific proteins that allow them to function, grow, and survive. 
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6. Jonathan Swift, Bram Stoker, and James Joyce are all novelists from what country?

Answer: Ireland. Jonathan Swift wrote Gulliver’s Travels, Bram Stoker authored Dracula, 
and James Joyce penned Ulysses.

7. What company debuted its first box of eight crayons in 1903?

Answer: Crayola. Cousins Edwin Binney and C. Harold Smith created the first crayons for 
children. Binney’s wife, Alice, combined the French words for chalk and oily to invent the 
brand name, Crayola.

8. What song did Audrey Hepburn sing in the movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s?

Answer: “Moon River.” Lyricist Johnny Mercer wrote the song with Henry Mancini. Mancini and his 
orchestra recorded an instrumental version of the song for the Breakfast at Tiffany’s soundtrack.

9. What fruit is used as a topping on a Hawaiian pizza?

Answer: Pineapple. Typically, Hawaiian pizzas have cooked 
ham and pineapple on top of the cheese. Sam Panopoulos 
invented this concoction in 1962 to attract customers to his 
restaurant in Ontario, Canada.

10. Cassius Coolidge famously painted dogs playing what card game? 

Answer: Poker. “Dogs Playing Poker” is falsely believed to be 
one painting, but it is part of an 18-piece series.

11. What branch of space science uses physics and chemistry to theorize about the birth, life, and 
death of small and medium objects in the universe: astronomy, astrophysics, or cosmology?

Answer: Astrophysics. If you said cosmology, you were close! Cosmology uses physics 
and chemistry to theorize about the birth, life, and death for whole universes and the largest 
structures within them. Astrophysicists and cosmologists often work closely with one another. 

12. What flying insect is known to pollinate plants and aide in their reproduction?

Answer: The honeybee. The honeybee is a social insect that lives in a hive. Inside the hive, 
there are three types of bee: the workers, the drones, and the queen.

13. What company first made condensed soup, in the late 1800s?

Answer: Campbell’s. The original labels for Campbell’s condensed soup 
line were orange and blue, not red and white.

14. What 1929 novel by William Faulkner centers around the Compson 
family and is written over four chapters, each with a different narrator?    

Answer: The Sound and the Fury. The novel famously uses stream of 
consciousness in its narration, and the plot is written out of sequence, 
making it challenging to read.

15. What type of race is the Melbourne Cup?

Answer: A horse race. The Melbourne Cup dates back to 1861. The two-mile race is only for 
thoroughbred horses three years and older.
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16. What does it mean if you feel you are experiencing déjà vu?

Answer: It feels as though this moment has already happened. The term déjà vu is French 
and means “already seen.”

17. Presidential elections in the United States are held in 
November on what day of the week?

Answer: Tuesday. The Tuesday after the first Monday in 
November became the established date for U.S. general 
elections in 1845.

18. What popular talk show host became the first African American 
woman to be noted in Forbes magazine’s list of billionaires?   

Answer: Oprah Winfrey. After her production company, Harpo Productions, Inc., acquired 
her talk show, she gained her billionaire status.

19. What term do we use to describe a state of increasing speed: deceleration, acceleration,  
or remission?

Answer: Acceleration. Acceleration is the rate of change of velocity with time. In scientific 
terms, a person can be moving very fast, but they are not accelerating unless their speed is 
physically increasing.

20. What hormone did Canadian Sir Frederick Banting discover is the key to managing diabetes?

Answer: Insulin. Dr. Banting shares his 1923 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine with 
Professor J.J.R. Macleod.

21. Who played a New York City bus driver named Ralph Kramden in the television show  
The Honeymooners?

Answer: Jackie Gleason. Art Carney played the part of Ralph’s good friend Ed Norton, who 
is a sewer worker. Ralph’s wife, Alice, was played by Audrey Meadows.

22. What does it mean to have “a lot on one’s plate”?

Answer: To have many responsibilities. Often the phrase  
is used to say that someone is too busy to take on any  
more obligations.  

23. In golf, what do you call a score of two strokes under par on a hole?

Answer: Eagle. Eagles happen on rare occasions, but when they 
do, it is generally on a par-5 hole.

24. Dolly was the first mammal ever cloned. What type of animal was she? 

Answer: A sheep. Ian Wilmut and several colleagues in Edinburgh, Scotland, had taken 
DNA from an adult sheep’s mammary gland to produce the lamb. 
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25. What character in Gone with the Wind says, “Frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn”?

Answer: Rhett Butler. The famous movie line was taken almost verbatim from Margaret 
Mitchell’s 1936 novel. In the book, the line reads, “My dear, I don’t give a damn.”

26. What is the largest desert in the world outside the polar regions?

Answer: The Sahara Desert. The Sahara Desert spans 
11 countries: Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Niger, Western Sahara, Sudan, and Tunisia.

27. The “Pepsi Challenge” was a blind taste test between Pepsi 
and what other soft drink?

Answer: Coca-Cola. Pepsi started the marketing campaign in 1975 and claimed that it 
proved people preferred Pepsi’s sweeter flavor over the flavor of Coke.

28. In what country is Xi Jinping (pronounced shee jin ping) the president?

Answer: China. Xi Jinping became president in 2012. China used to have a two-term limit 
for the presidency, but as of 2018, that limit has been removed.

29. The court case Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka ruled that racial segregation was 
unconstitutional in what public institutions?

Answer: Schools. On May 17, 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court decided in a unanimous 
decision that Linda Brown, a young African American girl, could not be denied admission to 
her local elementary school due to the color of her skin.

30. In the constantly moving water cycle, rain is part of which 
phase: evaporation, precipitation, or condensation?

Answer: Precipitation. The water droplets condense in the 
clouds and fall to the ground as precipitation. 
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Random Trivia 
(Questions Only)

1. What 1942 movie starred Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman in 
French Morocco?

Answer:                                                                                                 

2. What cereal brand uses the advertising phrase “Snap! Crackle! Pop!”?

Answer:                                                                                                 

3. What African animal’s name translates to river horse in Greek?

Answer:                                                                                                 

4. Harriet Tubman guided other slaves to freedom through what  
secret network?

Answer:                                                                                                 

5. What do you call the “blueprints” found within each string of DNA?

Answer:                                                                                                 

6. Jonathan Swift, Bram Stoker, and James Joyce are all novelists from 
what country?

Answer:                                                                                                 

7. What company debuted its first box of eight crayons in 1903?

Answer:                                                                                                 

8. What song did Audrey Hepburn sing in the movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s?

Answer:                                                                                                 

9. What fruit is used as a topping on a Hawaiian pizza?

Answer:                                                                                                 

10. Cassius Coolidge famously painted dogs playing what card game? 

Answer:                                                                                                 

11. What branch of space science uses physics and chemistry to theorize 
about the birth, life, and death of small and medium objects in the 
universe: astronomy, astrophysics, or cosmology?

Answer:                                                                                                 
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12. What flying insect is known to pollinate plants and aide in their 
reproduction?

Answer:                                                                                                 

13. What company first made condensed soup, in the late 1800s?

Answer:                                                                                                 

14. What 1929 novel by William Faulkner centers around the Compson 
family and is written over four chapters, each with a different narrator?    

Answer:                                                                                                 

15. What type of race is the Melbourne Cup?

Answer:                                                                                                 

16. What does it mean if you feel you are experiencing déjà vu?

Answer:                                                                                                 

17. Presidential elections in the United States are held in November on 
what day of the week?

Answer:                                                                                                 

18. What popular talk show host became the first African American 
woman to be noted in Forbes magazine’s list of billionaires?   

Answer:                                                                                                 

19. What term do we use to describe a state of increasing speed: 
deceleration, acceleration, or remission?

Answer:                                                                                                 

20. What hormone did Canadian Sir Frederick Banting discover is the key 
to managing diabetes?

Answer:                                                                                                 

21. Who played a New York City bus driver named Ralph Kramden in the 
television show The Honeymooners?

Answer:                                                                                                 

22. What does it mean to have “a lot on one’s plate”?

Answer:                                                                                                 
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23. In golf, what do you call a score of two strokes under par on a hole?

Answer:                                                                                                 

24. Dolly was the first mammal ever cloned. What type of animal was she? 

Answer:                                                                                                 

25. What character in Gone with the Wind says, “Frankly my dear, I 
don’t give a damn”?

Answer:                                                                                                 

26. What is the largest desert in the world outside the polar regions?

Answer:                                                                                                 

27. The “Pepsi Challenge” was a blind taste test between Pepsi and what 
other soft drink?

Answer:                                                                                                 

28. In what country is Xi Jinping (pronounced shee jin ping) the president?

Answer:                                                                                                 

29. The court case Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka ruled that 
racial segregation was unconstitutional in what public institutions?

Answer:                                                                                                 

30. In the constantly moving water cycle, rain is part of which phase: 
evaporation, precipitation, or condensation?

Answer:                                                                                                 
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Random Trivia 
(Questions with Answers)

1. What 1942 movie starred Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman in 
French Morocco?

Answer: Casablanca. Humphrey Bogart plays a cynical nightclub 
owner named Rick who must decide if he should help his former 
lover and her husband. It won Oscars for Best Picture, Best Director, 
and Best Adapted Screenplay. 

2. What cereal brand uses the advertising phrase “Snap! Crackle! Pop!”?

Answer: Kellogg’s Rice Krispies. The slogan was created in the early 
1930s and gave birth to three Rice Krispies mascots named Snap, 
Crackle, and Pop. 

3. What African animal’s name translates to river horse in Greek?

Answer: Hippopotamus. Hippos are excellent swimmers and can hold 
their breath up to five minutes underwater. They live in sub-Saharan 
Africa and will spend as much as 16 hours a day submerged in a lake 
or river to keep their bodies cool. 

4. Harriet Tubman guided other slaves to freedom through what  
secret network?

Answer: The Underground Railroad. The Underground Railroad 
operated from sometime in the late 18th century until well into the 
Civil War.

5. What do you call the “blueprints” found within each string of DNA?

Answer: Genes. Genes instruct the cells of the body how to make 
specific proteins that allow them to function, grow, and survive.

6. Jonathan Swift, Bram Stoker, and James Joyce are all novelists from 
what country?

Answer: Ireland. Jonathan Swift wrote Gulliver’s Travels, Bram 
Stoker authored Dracula, and James Joyce penned Ulysses.

7. What company debuted its first box of eight crayons in 1903?

Answer: Crayola. Cousins Edwin Binney and C. Harold Smith created 
the first crayons for children. Binney’s wife, Alice, combined the 
French words for chalk and oily to invent the brand name, Crayola.
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8. What song did Audrey Hepburn sing in the movie Breakfast at Tiffany’s?

Answer: “Moon River.” Lyricist Johnny Mercer wrote the song with 
Henry Mancini. Mancini and his orchestra recorded an instrumental 
version of the song for the Breakfast at Tiffany’s soundtrack.

9. What fruit is used as a topping on a Hawaiian pizza?

Answer: Pineapple. Typically, Hawaiian pizzas have cooked ham and 
pineapple on top of the cheese. Sam Panopoulos invented this concoction 
in 1962 to attract customers to his restaurant in Ontario, Canada.

10. Cassius Coolidge famously painted dogs playing what card game? 

Answer: Poker. “Dogs Playing Poker” is falsely believed to be one 
painting, but it is part of an 18-piece series.

11. What branch of space science uses physics and chemistry to theorize 
about the birth, life, and death of small and medium objects in the 
universe: astronomy, astrophysics, or cosmology?

Answer: Astrophysics. If you said cosmology, you were close! 
Cosmology uses physics and chemistry to theorize about the birth, life, 
and death for whole universes and the largest structures within them. 
Astrophysicists and cosmologists often work closely with one another. 

12. What flying insect is known to pollinate plants and aide in their 
reproduction?

Answer: The honeybee. The honeybee is a social insect that lives 
in a hive. Inside the hive, there are three types of bee: the workers, 
the drones, and the queen.

13. What company first made condensed soup, in the late 1800s?

Answer: Campbell’s. The original labels for Campbell’s condensed 
soup line were orange and blue, not red and white.

14. What 1929 novel by William Faulkner centers around the Compson 
family and is written over four chapters, each with a different narrator?    

Answer: The Sound and the Fury. The novel famously uses stream 
of consciousness in its narration, and the plot is written out of 
sequence, making it challenging to read.

15. What type of race is the Melbourne Cup?

Answer: A horse race. The Melbourne Cup dates back to 1861. The 
two-mile race is only for thoroughbred horses three years and older.
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16. What does it mean if you feel you are experiencing déjà vu?

Answer: It feels as though this moment has already happened. The 
term déjà vu is French and means “already seen.”

17. Presidential elections in the United States are held in November on 
what day of the week?

Answer: Tuesday. The Tuesday after the first Monday in November 
became the established date for U.S. general elections in 1845.

18. What popular talk show host became the first African American 
woman to be noted in Forbes magazine’s list of billionaires?   

Answer: Oprah Winfrey. After her production company, Harpo 
Productions, Inc., acquired her talk show, she gained her  
billionaire status.

19. What term do we use to describe a state of increasing speed: 
deceleration, acceleration, or remission?

Answer: Acceleration. Acceleration is the rate of change of velocity with 
time. In scientific terms, a person can be moving very fast, but they are 
not accelerating unless their speed is physically increasing.

20. What hormone did Canadian Sir Frederick Banting discover is the key 
to managing diabetes?

Answer: Insulin. Dr. Banting shares his 1923 Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine with Professor J.J.R. Macleod.

21. Who played a New York City bus driver named Ralph Kramden in the 
television show The Honeymooners?

Answer: Jackie Gleason. Art Carney played the part of Ralph’s good 
friend Ed Norton, who is a sewer worker. Ralph’s wife, Alice, was 
played by Audrey Meadows.

22. What does it mean to have “a lot on one’s plate”?

Answer: To have many responsibilities. Often the phrase is used to 
say that someone is too busy to take on any more obligations.  

23. In golf, what do you call a score of two strokes under par on a hole?

Answer: Eagle. Eagles happen on rare occasions, but when they do, it is 
generally on a par-5 hole.
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24. Dolly was the first mammal ever cloned. What type of animal was she? 

Answer: A sheep. Ian Wilmut and several colleagues in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, had taken DNA from an adult sheep’s mammary gland to 
produce the lamb.

25. What character in Gone with the Wind says, “Frankly my dear, I 
don’t give a damn”?

Answer: Rhett Butler. The famous movie line was taken almost 
verbatim from Margaret Mitchell’s 1936 novel. In the book, the line 
reads, “My dear, I don’t give a damn.”

26. What is the largest desert in the world outside the polar regions?

Answer: The Sahara Desert. The Sahara Desert spans 11 countries: 
Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Western 
Sahara, Sudan, and Tunisia.

27. The “Pepsi Challenge” was a blind taste test between Pepsi and what 
other soft drink?

Answer: Coca-Cola. Pepsi started the marketing campaign in 1975 
and claimed that it proved people preferred Pepsi’s sweeter flavor 
over the flavor of Coke.

28. In what country is Xi Jinping (pronounced shee jin ping) the president?

Answer: China. Xi Jinping became president in 2012. China used to 
have a two-term limit for the presidency, but as of 2018, that limit 
has been removed.

29. The court case Brown vs. Board of Education of Topeka ruled that 
racial segregation was unconstitutional in what public institutions?

Answer: Schools. On May 17, 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court 
decided in a unanimous decision that Linda Brown, a young African 
American girl, could not be denied admission to her local elementary 
school due to the color of her skin.

30. In the constantly moving water cycle, rain is part of which phase: 
evaporation, precipitation, or condensation?

Answer: Precipitation. The water droplets condense in the clouds 
and fall to the ground as precipitation. 
     



Random Trivia 

©ActivityConnection.com - Random Trivia (Sign) 


	Sign: Type your trivia here.


