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Sukkot and Simchat Torah

Sukkot and Simchat Torah: True or False
Test your knowledge of two Jewish holidays that are close together,  

both on the calendar and in spirit. 

True or False?

1. Sukkahs are small, permanent structures that many Jewish 
people build in their yards to celebrate Sukkot each year.

Answer: False. Sukkahs are temporary shelters and do not 
remain standing year-round. 

2. Simchat Torah begins on the last day of Sukkot. 

Answer: False. Simchat Torah begins the second evening after Sukkot ends. 

3. The four species of Sukkot are myrtle, willow, palm, and citron.

Answer: True. Sukkot is both a religious holiday and a harvest festival; this is represented by 
the four species of plants. 

4. You cannot begin building a sukkah until three days after Yom Kippur.

Answer: False. You can build a sukkah as soon as Yom Kippur ends.

5. If it is raining on Sukkot, there is still an obligation to eat in the sukkah.

Answer: False. It is not necessary to eat in a sukkah in bad weather, but it is encouraged to 
try to eat in the sukkah the first night of Sukkot, even if the weather isn’t great. 

6. Sukkahs represent the temporary shelters that Jews lived in when they escaped slavery in Egypt. 

Answer: True. The Jewish people spent 40 years living in temporary shelters after escaping 
Egypt. Sukkahs commemorate this experience. 

7. Often, people continue to eat meals in their Sukkah on Simchat Torah.

Answer: True. While the prayers and rituals are different, meals can still be eaten in a sukkah 
during Simchat Torah.

8. On Simchat Torah, the annual cycle of reading the Torah is completed and begins again.

Answer: True. Simchat Torah is a celebration of the end of one Torah reading cycle and the 
beginning of a new cycle.

9. Sukkahs are generally plain, three-walled shelters with little ornamentation.

Answer: False. Sukkahs can be artistic, fancy, simple, modern, etc.



©ActivityConnection.com – Sukkot and Simchat Torah: True or False – Page 2 of 2

10. The roof of a sukkah must be made from gathered organic materials. 

Answer: True. To emphasize that the sukkah is temporary, the roof must be made from 
gathered organic items. For example, you can make a sukkah roof from tree branches with 
leaves found on the ground, but you cannot cut the branch off the tree. 

11. On Simchat Torah, one way of celebrating is dancing with Torah scrolls.

Answer: True. As a celebration of the Torah, many Jewish congregations offer members a 
chance to march or dance around with part of a Torah scroll.

12. Simchat Torah is a welcome celebration after the serious mood of Sukkot.

Answer: False. Both Simchat Torah and Sukkot are celebratory in nature. It is practically 
mandatory to have some fun during these holidays.

13. Specific prayers and services take place during Sukkot. 

Answer: True. There are a series of synagogue-based services during Sukkot as well as 
specific prayers to say before entering and eating a meal in the sukkah.

14. No meat is eaten during Sukkot or Simchat Torah.

Answer: False. Meat is allowed during Sukkot and Simchat Torah, although there are some  
dietary rules that dictate what can be eaten inside and outside of the sukkah.

15. There are Instagram pages and websites devoted to photos of interesting sukkahs.

Answer: True. People make so many creative sukkahs that they are featured on various 
internet sites. 

16. A lulav is a bouquet composed of all four species (myrtle, willow, palm, and citron).

Answer: False. Lulav is both a dried palm branch and the name of the combination of a dried 
palm branch and an etrog (a lemon-like citrus fruit). They are used during the Sukkot services.

17. The etrog plant no longer exists, and so it is replaced by a lemon.

Answer: False. Etrog trees are not common in North America, but they can be grown. Often, 
people order etrog fruit from other countries where it is more easily and commonly grown.

18. It is acceptable to use either a fake or homemade lulav for Sukkot.

Answer: True. It can be costly and difficult to order palm branches and etrog, so homemade 
or store-bought plastic or paper replacements are often utilized. There are even stuffed 
versions for kids. 

19. Sukkahs may be shared by family members only.

Answer: False. It is customary to invite guests to your sukkah, or to visit other people’s 
sukkahs. It is encouraged to make them an open place for visitors. 

20. Simchat Torah is in many ways the culmination of the new year that begins with Rosh Hashanah. 

Answer: True. The completion of the Torah cycle is a very practical way to mark the end of 
one year and the beginning of another. 

 


