THE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021

On This Date
1903 – The Great Train Robbery,
considered the first western film,
was released. The 12-minute silent
film was based on a stage play and
includes a final scene in which
a bandit appears to be shooting
directly at the audience.
1948 – Piet Roozenburg became
the checkers world
champion, which
earned him the title
“Dutch Sportsman
of the Year.”
1969 – The NHL awarded a franchise
to the Vancouver Canucks. The
team has advanced to the Stanley
Cup finals three times but has yet to
win the trophy.

Did You Know?
Gilbert M. “Broncho Billy”
Anderson, who played three roles
in the The Great Train Robbery,
was the first cowboy star. He went
on to make several hundred
western film shorts.
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Quote of the Day
“I wouldn’t say I invented
tacky, but I definitely
brought it to its present
high popularity.”
~ Bette Midler

Happy Birthday!
Bette Midler, born in 1945, is an
American singer, actress, comedian,
and producer. She was born in
Honolulu, Hawaii, the daughter
of a painter and a seamstress. The
dynamic entertainer
made a splash on
Broadway in the
1960s, starring in
Fiddler on the Roof
and Salvation. Her
musical debut album, The Divine
Miss M, was coproduced by Barry
Manilow and won a Grammy Award
for Best New Artist in 1972. Midler
then transitioned from music to
acting in both comedies and dramas
for the film and stage. She’s won
four Golden Globe Awards, three
Emmys, and a Tony.

THE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2021

On This Date
1804 – Napoleon Bonaparte crowned
himself emperor
of France in
Paris at the Notre
Dame Cathedral.
He lost the throne
10 years later and
was exiled to the
island of Elba when his forces were
defeated by the Sixth Coalition.
1901 – King Camp Gillette began
selling his disposable safety razor
blades. Blades lasted about a week
before dulling. His blades cost $5
apiece, half a week’s pay, but sold
by the millions anyway.
1960 – Paleoanthropologist Louis
Leakey, along with his wife, Mary,
discovered ancient hominid remains,
dubbed Homo erectus, dating
back 1.4 million years, in Olduvai
Gorge, Tanzania.

Razor Sharp Quiz
Can you name the three most
common types of razors?
ANSWER: Straight razor, safety razor,
electric razor
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Quote of the Day
“Some say they see poetry
in my paintings; I see
only science.”
~ Georges Seurat

Happy Birthday!
Georges Seurat (1859–1891) was
an innovative French painter best
known for his pointillism technique,
in which an artist creates patterns
out of small, distinct dots of color to
render a whole image. This technique
was influenced by scientific research
of the day on optical effects and
perception. Seurat’s most famous
painting is A Sunday Afternoon on the
Island of La Grande Jatte, which took
him two years to
finish. Art historians
attribute this work
to beginning a
whole new era
of art known as
neo-impressionism.

THE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2021

On This Date
1854 – More than 20 gold miners
were killed by government troops
in Ballarat, Victoria, Australia, in
a revolt over licensing and taxation
without representation. The Battle
of the Eureka Stockade is considered
by historians to be the birth of
Australia’s democracy.
1931 – Alka-Seltzer, a mix of
aspirin, sodium bicarbonate, and
citric acid, went on sale. The elixir
was advertised as a cure for every
ailment, including “the blahs.”
1979 – The Christie’s auction house
in Geneva, Switzerland, auctioned
off a thimble for $18,000. The notion
was made of Meissen porcelain,
depicted a harbor scene, and dated
from 1740.

Did You Know?
Theodora Smallfield won $50,000
in the first Pillsbury Bake-Off in
1949 for her recipe for No-Knead
Water-Rising Twists.
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Quote of the Day
“Plop, plop, fizz, fizz,
oh what a relief it is!”
~ Alka-Seltzer ad created
by Paul Margulies

Happy Birthday!
Charles Alfred Pillsbury (1842–1899)
established his flour mill business in
the growing mill city of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, in 1869. While other mills
used water-powered burhstones to
grind their flour, Pillsbury innovated
and used carefully gauged steel rolls.
His “new process”
flour was finer
than any other,
leading Pillsbury
to call his product
“Pillsbury’s Best,”
advertised as “the finest flour in the
world.” His production innovation
also revolutionized agriculture,
creating demand for hard “spring
wheat,” as opposed to the more
common and softer winter wheat
grown in the American South.

THE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2021

On This Date
1680 – Hens in Rome purportedly
laid eggs imprinted with images of
a comet that would not be seen until
December 16. Officials recorded
the exact hours each egg was laid,
looking for omens.
1927 – The Duke Ellington Orchestra
opened as the house band for the
Cotton Club in Harlem. Ellington,
who donned a top hat and tails,
was one of the classiest and finest
composers in New York.
1961 – The Museum of Modern Art
in New York City was embarrassed
to learn that it had hung artwork
by the French artist Henri Matisse
upside down. Museum curators
called the piece, La Bateau,
“very confusing.”

Did You Know?
“Duke” Ellington may have
earned his nickname due to his
suave manners and stylish
dress, but friends called him
“Dumpy,” thanks to his
messy eating habits.
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Quote of the Day
“Perhaps all the dragons of
our lives are princesses who
are only waiting to see us
once beautiful and brave.”
~ Rainer Maria Rilke

Happy Birthday!
Rainer Maria Rilke (1875–1926)
was a Bohemian
poet whose poetry
is often described
as “mystical” and
“lyrically intense.”
His work often
presents dualities,
like beauty and suffering, as one. Rilke
fell in love with the psychoanalyst
Lou Andreas-Salomé, a student of
Sigmund Freud. Salomé shared her
knowledge of psychoanalysis with
Rilke, influencing his poetry. Rilke
also acted as secretary for the French
sculptor Auguste Rodin, who also
influenced Rilke’s poetic style.
Today, Rainer Rilke remains one
of the world’s most celebrated and
oft-quoted poets.

THE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021

On This Date
1492 – Explorer Christopher
Columbus set foot on the island
that he called Hispaniola, becoming
the first European to visit the New
World. The country took the name
Haiti in 1804.
1952 – The Great Smog descended
upon London. Cold weather and
windless conditions created a toxic
blanket of pollutants, mostly coal
smoke, that choked the city for six
days and sickened thousands.
1969 – The U.S. Department of
Defense’s Advanced Research
Projects Agency (ARPA) connected
four computer network nodes,
creating the earliest incarnation of
the Internet, known as ARPANET.

History Quiz
How many years before Columbus
did the Viking Leif Erikson visit
North America?
A. 50
B. 500
C. 1000
ANSWER: B. 500
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Quote of the Day
“I try to be a guide for
people, to make their
darkness bright, and to
make their pathway light.”
~ Little Richard

Happy Birthday!
“Little Richard” Penniman (1932–
2020) was one of the musicians
responsible for laying the foundations
for what would become rock and
roll. As a child, Little Richard
would sit on his
stoop beating pots
and pans to make
music. He hit the
road before entering
tenth grade to play
music on the minstrel show circuit.
After struggling for years, in 1955
he made it big with the hit “Tutti
Frutti.” His career took off, and his
sound not only transformed music
but his integrated audiences helped
fight segregation.

THE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021

On This Date
1849 – Harriet Tubman escaped from
slavery for the second time and
became the most famous “conductor”
on the Underground Railroad.
1917 – The Halifax Explosion
was caused by the collision of a
Norwegian vessel and a French
cargo ship carrying high explosives.
The largest man-made explosion
(prior to the use of nuclear weapons)
killed 2,000 people and injured
many more.
1964 – Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer, the stop-motion animated
film narrated by Burl Ives, first aired
on television. All the other characters’
voices were recorded in Toronto.

Rudolph Trivia
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
first appeared in 1939 as a poem
booklet that was handed out to
millions of Christmas shoppers.
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Quote of the Day
“We don’t have bombs
exploding onstage and
fireworks going off.
We simply come out and
we try to jump all over
you with our music.”
~ Frankie Beverly

Happy Birthday!
Frankie Beverly, born in 1946, is
an acclaimed singer, songwriter,
and music producer who founded
the 1970s and 1980s R&B sensation
Maze. Beverly, the band’s lead
singer, was known
for his charismatic
stage presence and
energetic vocals. Born
with the given name
Howard, as a young
boy, he changed it to Frankie in
honor of the popular doo-wop group
Frankie Lymon & the Teenagers.
Some of Maze’s top hits include
“Before I Let Go,” “We Are One,”
and “Happy Feelin’s.”

THE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021

On This Date
1907 – Christmas Seals were first
sold in Canada to help fight
tuberculosis. The money raised was
used for the new and badly needed
sanitoria, as TB hospitals were
called then.
1941 – Japanese planes attacked
Pearl Harbor, killing 2,402 people
and causing much destruction.
The surprise attack led to the U.S.
declaration of war against Japan the
following day.
1967 – Otis Redding recorded
“(Sittin’ On) The Dock of the Bay.”
Three days later, he and most of his
band died in a plane crash. The song
became his only No. 1 single.

Screen Gems
In what film does Eli Wallach say,
“Generosity… that was my first
mistake. I leave these people a little
bit extra, and then they hire these
men to make trouble”?
ANSWER: Eli Wallach as Calvera in The
Magnificent Seven (1960)
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Quote of the Day
“December 7, 1941—a date
that will live in infamy.”
~ Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
seeking a declaration of war

Happy Birthday!
Eli Wallach (1915–2014) was one of
the most beloved character actors
ever to appear on stage or screen. He
took his stage career to Broadway
in 1945 and won a Tony Award
shortly after in 1951.
Wallach was often
offered movie roles,
but he repeatedly
turned them down.
He finally debuted
in Elia Kazan’s
1956 film Baby Doll, acting opposite
Carroll Baker. He costarred in
The Misfits and several spaghetti
westerns, including The Good,
the Bad, and the Ugly with Clint
Eastwood, with whom he forged a
lifelong friendship. Wallach was
awarded an Honorary Oscar in 2010.

THE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2021

On This Date

Quote of the Day

1915 – “In Flanders Fields,” the
poem written by Canadian physician
Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae,
was published in London’s Punch
magazine. He was inspired to write it
after presiding over the funeral of his
friend Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, who
died in the Second Battle of Ypres.

“Suffering is but another
name for the teaching of
experience, which is the
parent of instruction and the
schoolmaster of life.”

1987 – Ronald Reagan and
Mikhail Gorbachev signed a treaty
eliminating medium-range nuclear
missiles in the U.S. and the USSR.

Happy Birthday!

2010 – The SpaceX Dragon
delivered cargo to the International
Space Station, marking the first time
a private company launched and
recovered a spacecraft.

Did You Know?
Bernard Baruch, a multimillionaire
and advisor to presidents from
Woodrow Wilson to Harry Truman,
coined the term Cold War in 1947.
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~ Horace

Horace (65–8 BC), whose exact
birthdate is uncertain but many
experts believe to be December 8,
was an esteemed Roman lyrical
poet. Born Quintus Horatius
Flaccus, he is known in the Englishspeaking world as Horace. Common
themes in his compelling, serious,
but often amusing work, which
still feels relevant two millennia
later, are friendship, love, morality,
and philosophy. A contemporary
and friend of fellow
classical poet Virgil,
Horace’s most famous
poems include Odes,
Ars Poetica, Epistles,
and Epodes.

THE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2021

On This Date
1965 – Canadian producer Harry
Saltzman hosted the premiere of
Thunderball, his new James Bond
film starring Sean Connery. It
exceeded the earnings of each of the
three previous Bond films.
1965 – A Charlie Brown Christmas
premiered on CBS. The show
depicts a depressed Charlie Brown
who cheers up after learning the true
meaning of Christmas.
1979 – A global commission
certified the eradication of smallpox,
the first and only disease driven to
extinction. Smallpox emerged in
human populations around 10,000
BC and was responsible for about
300 million deaths during the
20th century.

Did You Know?
Scientists believe that Guinea
worm disease may be on the verge
of eradication. The affliction saw
3.5 million cases in 1986 but
under 100 in recent years.
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Quote of the Day
“You must be willing
to risk everything to
really express it all.”
~ John Cassavetes

Happy Birthday!
John Cassavetes (1929–1989) was
an esteemed Greek American director,
actor, and screenwriter. Heralded as
a daring, trailblazing independent
filmmaker, Cassavetes was a pioneer
of the American “truth cinema”
genre that portrayed authentic people
in everyday situations. Often called
America’s “Father of Independent
Film,” he financed many of his
projects via his acting career, which
included performances in Taxi,
Edge of the City, The Dirty Dozen,
Rosemary’s Baby, and the TV series
Johnny Staccato.
Cassavetes directed
such films as A
Woman Under the
Influence, Gloria,
and Big Trouble.

THE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2021

On This Date
1684 – Nine pages of Isaac Newton’s
notes on gravity’s
effect on the orbits
of planets were read
to the Royal Society
in London. These
notes would become
Newton’s Principia,
one of the most important scientific
works ever published.
1896 – Alfred Nobel died. Each year
on the anniversary of his death, the
prizes bearing his name are awarded
to “those persons who shall have
contributed most materially to the
benefit of mankind during the year
immediately preceding.” The first of
the Nobel Prizes was presented on
this day in 1901. Nobel established
the awards to ease his conscience
after inventing deadly dynamite.

Did You Know?
Aside from his scientific works,
Isaac Newton also wrote papers
on the philosopher’s stone (which
was thought to turn lead into
gold) and predictions of the
end of the world.
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Quote of the Day
“Find ecstasy in life;
the mere sense of living
is joy enough.”
~ Emily Dickinson

Happy Birthday!
Emily Dickinson (1830–1886) was
one of America’s greatest and
most influential poets. As a child,
Dickinson received formal schooling
that provided a
sturdy foundation
in science and
literature, but once
her education ended,
she grew unhappy
with her domestic
duties and withdrew from society.
In many ways, her poetry expressed
her rebellion against the conventions
of the era, particularly relating to
gender, religion, marriage, and
societal expectations. Poetry was
both her refuge and her weapon. The
prolific writer created hand-sewn
books, called “fascicles,” containing
nearly 1,800 poems.

THE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2021

On This Date
1620 – William Bradford and the
pilgrims, after sailing for 66 days
across the Atlantic Ocean, left the
Mayflower and set foot on Plymouth
Rock in Massachusetts.
1844 – Nitrous oxide (laughing
gas) was used for the first time
in dentistry. Dentists still use it
to provide sedation and reduce
patient anxiety.
1967 – A prototype of the supersonic
airliner known as the Concorde was
first unveiled. British Technology
Minister Tony Benn explained
that the last e in the name stood
for excellence.

Set the Record Straight
Before the pilgrims landed at
Plymouth Rock, they made
landfall on Cape Cod. There is no
record of stepping onto a rock of
any sort. However, in 1741, town
record keeper Thomas Faunce
declared the rock to be of
historical significance.
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Quote of the Day
“Smell the roses. Smell the
coffee. Whatever it is that
makes you happy.”
~ Rita Moreno

Happy Birthday!
Rita Moreno, born in 1931, is a
dynamic Puerto Rican actress, singer,
and dancer, best known for her role as
Anita in West Side Story. However,
her life’s work has encompassed
far more than film. Moreno is one
of the few performers who have
won an Oscar, Emmy, Grammy,
and Tony Award. She began her
career on Broadway
at just age 13 and
debuted in movies
just five years later.
Moreno continues to
perform, appearing
in children’s television shows and
gritty HBO dramas. In 2004, Moreno
was awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom.

THE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021

On This Date
1858 – The Province of Canada
issued its first decimal coinage: 1¢,
5¢, 10¢, and 20¢ pieces.
1901 – Radio pioneer Guglielmo
Marconi sent a wireless transmission
across the Atlantic Ocean, from
England to Canada.
The radio signal
was sent into space,
where it bounced off
the ionosphere and
came back to Earth.
1980 – Leonardo da Vinci’s
36-sheet manuscript known as the
Codex Leicester was auctioned at
Christie’s for $5,126,000. At the
time, it was the highest price paid for
a manuscript. The Codex Leicester
covers a wide variety of topics, from
astronomy to hydrodynamics.

Did You Know?
Marconi sent and received the first
radio signals, but Nikola Tesla,
with his Tesla coils, discovered that
he could transmit radio signals.
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Quote of the Day
“Cock your hat—angles
are attitudes.”
~ Frank Sinatra

Happy Birthday!
Frank Sinatra (1915–1998) was an
iconic singer and actor whose career
spanned more than 50 years. During
the 1940s, he found unprecedented
success as a solo artist and was the
idol of the “bobby-soxers.” When
Sinatra’s career stalled, he went to
Las Vegas, where
he was reborn as a
residency performer
and leader of the Rat
Pack. Old Blue Eyes
had an impeccable
sense of style and
was always well dressed. In 1953,
he won an Academy Award for Best
Supporting Actor for his role in
From Here to Eternity. Sinatra had
three children, Nancy, Frank Jr., and
Tina, all with his first wife, Nancy.

THE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2021

On This Date
1577 – Sir Francis Drake departed
from Plymouth to circumnavigate
the world. He returned on
September 26, 1580.
1903 – Some argue
that the first ice cream
cone debuted at the
Louisiana Purchase
Exposition in 1904.
But New Yorker Italo
Marchiony invented
a mold to bake thin
waffles in the shape of bowls for
serving ice cream one year earlier.
1928 – The clip-on tie was invented
in Iowa, helping those unable to tie
a perfect knot. The inventor of this
marvel remains a mystery.
1964 – In El Paso, Texas, an
explosion was set off to divert the
Rio Grande River and reshape the
United States-Mexico border.

Name Three
Can you name the three most
popular types of ice cream cones?
ANSWER: Cake or wafer cone, sugar cone,
waffle cone
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Quote of the Day
“Just knowing you don’t
have the answers is a recipe
for humility, openness,
acceptance, forgiveness, and
an eagerness to learn—and
those are all good things.”
~ Dick Van Dyke

Happy Birthday!
Dick Van Dyke, born in 1925, is
an American entertainer who has
graced screens, stages, and radio
waves for over seven decades. The
multi-talented performer sings, acts,
dances, and writes. He’s won many
accolades, including
a Tony Award,
a Grammy Award,
five Emmy Awards,
and Kennedy Center
Honors for his work.
Van Dyke starred in
Bye Bye Birdie, Mary Poppins, Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang, The Dick Van
Dyke Show, and Night at the Museum.

THE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2021

On This Date
1901 – The invention of celluloid
led to the manufacture of the pingpong ball, allowing the first table
tennis tournament to be held at
London’s Royal Aquarium and
Winter Garden.
1911 – The expedition led by
Norwegian explorer
Roald Amundsen
was the first to reach
the South Pole,
five weeks ahead
of a rival British
expedition led by
Robert Falcon Scott.
1948 – The Supreme Court of
Canada lifted the country’s ban on
margarine that had been in place
since 1886. Dairy farmers were
furious, certain that butter sales
would plummet due to margarine’s
lower cost.

More to Explore

Before reaching the South Pole,
Amundsen accomplished what
other heroic feat of exploration?
ANSWER: In 1906, he was the first to sail the
Northwest Passage.
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Quote of the Day
“First, I have a think, and
then I put a line around it.”
~ Roger Fry, on his
painting technique

Happy Birthday!
Roger Fry (1866–1934) was an
influential English artist, writer,
and art critic specializing in the
Old Masters. The Londoner is best
known as the art scholar who named
the
French
Post-Impressionist
genre and for raising the profile of
Britain’s modern art scene. Fry was
also an esteemed painter in his own
right. Some of his key works include
portraits of Edward Carpenter,
Virginia Woolf, and Edith Sitwell.
Fry was a part of the Bloomsbury
Group (also called the Bloomsbury
Set), a group of prominent English
artists, writers, and
intellectuals including
Virginia Woolf, John
Maynard Keynes, and
E. M. Forster.

THE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021

On This Date
1593 – The State of Holland granted
Cornelis Cornelisz a patent for the
first windmill with a crankshaft,
which he used to power
his sawmill. By the
mid-19th
century,
9,000 windmills would
turn in Holland.
1791 – The Bill of Rights was
ratified. The Bill would become
the first 10 amendments of the
U.S. Constitution.
1964 – The Canadian Great Flag
Debate ended with the adoption of
the maple leaf flag as the Canadian
national flag.

Did You Know?
The Pan-American Highway is
the longest highway on Earth.
Starting in Alaska, it moves south
through Canada, the United States,
Mexico, and six Central American
countries. You must then travel
briefly by sea to get to the South
American leg of the journey, which
includes five more countries
ending in Argentina.
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Quote of the Day
“There are some men who
lift the age they inhabit,
till all men walk on higher
ground in that lifetime.”
~ Maxwell Anderson

Happy Birthday!
Maxwell Anderson (1888–1959) was
an American playwright born in
Atlantic, Pennsylvania. The second
of eight siblings, his family moved
around a lot during his childhood.
He also got sick
frequently as a boy.
While recuperating,
he spent much of
his time reading,
which fostered his
interest in literature
and writing. Anderson worked as a
journalist before turning to theater
and film. Some of his key works
include 1933’s Both Your Houses,
which won the Pulitzer Prize for
Drama, and 1935’s Winterset, which
received the New York Drama
Critics’ Circle Award.

THE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021

On This Date
1631 – Mount Vesuvius erupted in
Italy. This event was less destructive
than the disasters in AD 79 and
472, but was the first eruption in
500 years and destroyed six villages.
1913 – Canadian-born silent film
director Mack Sennett hired English
actor Charlie Chaplin for his movie
studio
Keystone
Pictures. Chaplin
soon created “The
Tramp,” a screen
persona that made
him a cultural icon
within a few years.
1992 – New Brunswick and Prince
Edward Island signed an agreement
to build the first bridge connecting
the island to the mainland. The
Confederate Bridge was completed
in 1997.

Did You Know?
Mack Sennett’s Keystone Pictures
Studio produced 140 “Keystone
Comedies” during its first year.
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Quote of the Day
“I choose what I believe and
say nothing. For I am not as
simple as I may seem.”
~ Catherine of Aragon

Happy Birthday!
Catherine of Aragon (1485–1536)
was the daughter of Ferdinand and
Isabella, the Catholic
monarchs of Spain.
She was the princess
of Wales until her
teenaged husband,
Arthur Tudor, died.
She then became the
English ambassador of the Argonese
crown, the first woman to hold the
position. Soon after, Catherine
became queen of England when
she married Henry VIII, the brother
of her late husband. The couple’s
controversial divorce brought on the
Reformation in England, when the
Church of England split from the
Catholic Church.

THE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2021

On This Date
1538 – After declaring himself
Supreme Head of the Church of
England, King Henry VIII was
excommunicated from the Catholic
Church by Pope Paul III.
1903 – The first successful powered
airplane flights took place near Kitty
Hawk, North Carolina. First Orville
and then Wilbur Wright kept their
invention flying in four separate
flights that day before the plane was
caught by the wind and rolled over,
damaged beyond repair.

1989 – The Simpsons animated series
debuted on Fox. The show is the
longest-running sitcom in television
history, winning 34 Emmy Awards.

Did You Know?
In 1935, a magazine article detailed
Gustave Whitehead’s achievement
of powered flight almost two years
before the Wright Brothers. The
event has never been corroborated.
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Quote of the Day
“It’s not whether you
get knocked down; it’s
whether you get back up.”
~ Vince Lombardi

Happy Birthday!
Eugene Levy, born in 1946, is a
Canadian actor, comedian, director,
and writer who grew up in Hamilton,
Ontario. Levy got his start on
Second City Television, a popular
sketch comedy TV show that aired
between 1976 and
1984 and launched
the careers of many
talented Canadian
entertainers.
He
went on to star in
numerous prominent
films, including Splash, Father of
the Bride, and Waiting for Guffman.
More recently, the Emmy and
Grammy Award-winner and his son,
Dan Levy, co-created and co-starred
in the hit sitcom Schitt’s Creek.

THE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2021

On This Date
1892 – Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky’s
famous ballet The Nutcracker
premiered at the Imperial Mariinsky
Theatre in Saint Petersburg, Russia.
1944 – The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
that the incarceration of Japanese
Americans in internment camps
was illegal, marking the beginning
of the end of the detention of
Japanese Americans.
1956 – “Holy cow!” Phil Rizzuto
signed on as an announcer for the
New York Yankees.
He would remain the
voice of the Yankees
for 40 years, often
enjoying a cannoli
between innings.

Baseball Trivia

Do you know these baseball
scoring notations?
1. IBB
2. FC
3. WW
ANSWERS: 1. Intentional walk; 2. Fielder’s
choice; 3. Wasn’t watching (invented by
Phil Rizzuto)
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Quote of the Day
“Just because everyone is
behaving like a clown, it
doesn’t mean you have
to join the circus.”
~ Matshona Dhliwayo

Happy Birthday!
Joseph Grimaldi (1778–1837) was
an acclaimed English actor, clown,
comedian, pantomimist, and dancer
who delighted audiences across
England during the Regency era.
Known as the “Greatest Clown in
History,” Grimaldi, who was born
in London, began performing as a
young child. Ultimately, he became
so popular that his nickname, “Joey,”
became a pseudonym for clown.
He was also known
for his white and
red face paint and
catchphrase “Here
we are again!” One
of his many hit
performances was a
pantomime of Robinson Crusoe.

THE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2021

On This Date
1732 – Ben Franklin, using the name
Richard Saunders, began publishing
Poor Richard’s Almanack, an annual
calendar that also offered weather
predictions, sayings, poems, trivia,
advice, and proverbs about frugality.
1843 – Charles Dickens’ novella
A Christmas Carol was published.
Its first run of 6,000 copies sold out
before Christmas Eve.
2012 – Chris Hadfield became the
first Canadian commander of the
International Space Station. He
returned to Earth in May 2013 and
retired soon after. The trip was the
culmination of a 35-year career as
a fighter pilot and an astronaut.

Did You Know?

When A Christmas Carol was
published, Christmas wasn’t
celebrated as a festive holiday.
Dickens’ book revived the practice.
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Quote of the Day
“The Constitution only gives
people the right to pursue
happiness. You have to
catch it yourself.”
~ Ben Franklin

Happy Birthday!
Edith Piaf (1915–1963) was a French
singer and actress who gained
international fame thanks to her
interpretation of the chanson,
or French ballad. Piaf’s nervous
energy and small
frame earned her
the nickname “the
Little Sparrow,” but
passion and tenacity
were hallmarks of
her performances. She became one
of France’s most adored performers
during World War II, with La Vie
en Rose as her signature song.
After the war, she toured Europe,
South America, and the United
States. Piaf also appeared on The Ed
Sullivan Show.

THE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2021

On This Date
1812 – Grimm’s Fairy Tales by
brothers Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm
was first published, containing
86 stories, including “Rapunzel,”
“Cinderella,” “Little Red Riding
Hood,” and “Sleeping Beauty.”
1879 – In Menlo Park, New Jersey,
Thomas
Edison
demonstrated
his incandescent lightbulb, using
carbonized cotton filaments for a
warm, lasting glow.
1951 – The first electricity ever
generated by atomic power began
flowing from the EBR-1 research
reactor located in Idaho. Today,
EBR-1 is a U.S. National Landmark.

Set the Record Straight
Thomas Edison did not invent
the lightbulb; he
merely improved
upon designs by
Alessandro Volta,
Humphry Davy,
Warren De la Rue,
William Staite, and
Joseph Swan.
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Quote of the Day
“One press account said
I was an overnight success.
I thought that was the
longest night I ever spent.”
~ Sandra Cisneros

Happy Birthday!
Sandra Cisneros, born in 1954, is
a writer, performer, and artist whose
work often explores the lives of the
working class. Her first and bestknown novel, The
House on Mango
Street, depicts the
coming of age of
a young Latina in
Chicago. While a
staple of many high
school curricula, its controversial
subject matter has led some schools
to ban it. Cisneros likely found her
subject matter through her work as
a teacher and counselor to troubled
high school youth. She was awarded
a National Medal of Arts in 2016.

THE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2021

Today is winter solstice!

Quote of the Day
“Dance is not an exercise.
Dance is an art.”

On This Date
1825 – Theatre Royal in Montréal
opened to the public. It was the
first permanent theater in the city
and seated 1,000, with two tiers
of boxes.
1891 – Using rules created by
James Naismith, the first game of
basketball was played by 18 students
in Springfield, Massachusetts.
2015 – SpaceX both launched a
rocket and, for the first time, gently
landed the first stage at Cape
Canaveral. Being able to reuse the
first stage could help reduce the cost
of space flight.

Basketball Trivia
What were the first basketball
“hoops” made out of?
ANSWER: Peach baskets
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~ Alicia Alonso

Happy Birthday!
Alicia Alonso (1920–2019) was an
esteemed Cuban prima ballerina.
When she moved to
New York City in
the 1930s, she began
her dance career on
Broadway. Intense
practice paid off,
making Alonso a strong, versatile,
in- demand ballet dancer. Sadly,
no sooner did critics recognize her
talents than she was diagnosed with
a detached retina, causing neartotal blindness. Alonso’s treatment
required her to stay motionless in
bed for most of a year. Afterward,
the dynamic dancer began to perform
again, eventually becoming a dance
icon in Cuba. Despite lasting visual
impairment, she continued to dance
well into her 70s.

THE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2021

On This Date
1731 – The Dutch people revolted
when their government imposed
heavy taxes on meat, which made
most popular cuts unaffordable for
the general public.
1932 – The first movie starring the
dancing duo of Fred Astaire and
Ginger Rogers, Flying Down to Rio,
premiered in New York City.
1956 – Colo, the first gorilla born
in captivity and
the oldest known
gorilla in the world,
was born at the
Columbus Zoo and
Aquarium in Ohio. She lived there
her entire life, passing away on
January 17, 2017, at age 55.

Film Trivia
How many movies did celebrated
dance partners Fred Astaire and
Ginger Rogers make together?
A. 6
B. 10
C. 19
ANSWER: B. 10
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Quote of the Day
“No matter what I talk about,
I always get back to baseball.”
~ Connie Mack

Happy Birthday!
Connie Mack (1862–1956), who was
born Cornelius McGillicuddy in East
Brookfield, Massachusetts, was a
baseball player, manager, and
team owner. Among his many
achievements is being the longestserving team manager—he managed
the Philadelphia Athletics for 50
seasons between 1901 and 1950.
The catcher also played ball for
the Washington Nationals, Buffalo
Bisons, and Pittsburgh Pirates. Mack
was inducted into the
National Baseball
Hall of Fame in 1937
and still holds the
record for most wins
by a manager—a
whopping 3,731.

THE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2021

On This Date
1823 – The poem “A Visit from
St. Nicholas” (better known as
“The Night Before Christmas”) was
published anonymously in the Troy
Sentinel of New York. Authorship
of the poem is most often attributed
to Clement Moore.
1912 – The very first Keystone Cops
comedy, Hoffmeyer’s Legacy, was
released. Their more famous film
The Bangville Police was released a
year later.
1972 – Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback
Terry Bradshaw threw a last-second
Hail Mary pass to Franco Harris,
who ran in for a game-winning
touchdown against the Oakland
Raiders. The play is now known as
the Immaculate Reception.

Poetic Justice?
Some critics argue that Henry
Livingston Jr. wrote “A Visit
from Saint Nicholas” 15 years
before it was published in
the Troy Sentinel.
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Quote of the Day
“I got my start by giving
myself a start.”
~ Madam C. J. Walker

Happy Birthday!
Madam C. J. Walker (1867–1919),
who was born Sarah Breedlove in
Delta, Louisiana, was a prominent
cosmetics entrepreneur. Walker’s
phenomenal success is all the more
exceptional because despite her
humble origins as the daughter of
former slaves who was orphaned at
age 7, she became America’s first
self-made Black female millionaire
and one of the most successful female
business owners of her time. Her
business endeavors
focused on hair and
beauty
products
for Black women.
Walker was also a
philanthropist and
civil rights activist.

THE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2021

It’s Christmas Eve!

Quote of the Day
“I’m not a paranoid
deranged millionaire.
I’m a billionaire.”

On This Date
1818 – “Stille Nacht” (“Silent Night”),
composed by schoolteacher and
church organist Franz Gruber,
was first sung
at the Church of
St. Nikolaus in
Austria. Since then,
the song has been
translated into about
140 languages.
1912 – Economist Irving Fisher
patented a card-indexing system, the
predecessor of the Rolodex.

The Christmas Songbook
Perhaps the oldest known
Christmas song in the world is
“Jesus Refulsit Omnium,” or
“Jesus, Light of All the Nations.”
The motet was written by
St. Hilary of Poitiers of France
in the fourth century.
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~ Howard Hughes

Happy Birthday!
Howard Hughes (1905–1976) was
a successful business magnate,
Hollywood socialite, film director,
and pilot. During his Hollywood
days, Hughes gained the reputation
of a playboy, dating actresses like
Katherine Hepburn
and Ava Gardner. By
the end of the 1930s,
he had swapped his
passion for movies
with a love of
aviation, founding
his own aircraft company. Many
innovations are credited to Hughes,
such as retractable landing gear. He
set multiple air speed records. After
numerous plane crashes, Hughes
became a recluse, living in a Las
Vegas hotel room.

THE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2021

Merry Christmas!
Quote of the Day

On This Date
AD 352 – Records show that this
was the first year that Christmas fell
on December 25. The holy day was
celebrated in Rome by Pope Liberius.
1949 – British movie star Cary
Grant wed actress
Betsy Drake. The
couple divorced in
1962. It was one of
multiple marriages
for the debonair
screen icon.
2008 – Canada had its first crosscountry white Christmas since 1971.
Several snowstorms had battered
the country in the week leading up
to the holiday.

Riddle Me This
What did the peanut butter say to
the grape on Christmas?
ANSWER: “’Tis the season to be jelly.”
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“While our soldiers can stand
and fight, I can stand and
feed and nurse them.”
~ Clara Barton

Happy Birthday!
Clara Barton (1821–1912) was an
educator, civil rights advocate,
and humanitarian, but she is best
known for founding
the American Red
Cross. She was a
nurse during the
American Civil War
and treated many of
the Massachusetts militiamen with
whom she had grown up. After the
war, she ran the Missing Soldiers
Office, searching for those missing
in action to provide closure for the
families of soldiers. She began the
Red Cross in the United States after
learning of the organization while
working in Europe.

THE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021

Joyous Kwanzaa!
Quote of the Day
“I know I don’t own Big Bird,
but I own his soul, I feel.”

On This Date
1492 – Christopher Columbus
founded the first Spanish settlement
in the New World, naming it Villa de
la Navidad. Located on Hispaniola,
the village was built using remnants
of the shipwrecked Santa Maria.
1606 – William Shakespeare’s King
Lear was first performed before
King James I at Whitehall Palace
in London.
1908 – Boxer Jack Johnson knocked
out Canadian fighter Tommy Burns
in the heavyweight title bout in
Australia, becoming the first African
American to win the title.

Did You Know?

Today is Boxing Day. Celebrated
widely in the United Kingdom, the
holiday began in the Middle Ages
when churches would open their
collection boxes for the poor.
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~ Caroll Spinney

Happy Birthday!
Caroll Spinney (1933–2019) was an
esteemed puppeteer, artist, cartoonist,
and author who grew
up in Massachusetts.
Spinney, who caught
the puppet bug after
watching a show
of the “Three Little
Kittens” when he was
just five years old, is best known as
the man behind Sesame Street’s Big
Bird and Oscar the Grouch. He played
the iconic children’s characters from
1969 to 2018. In addition to his work
on Sesame Street, Spinney created a
variety of other puppets and cartoons,
including Crazy Crayon, Harvey, and
the puppet duo Picklepuss and Pop.

THE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2021

On This Date
AD 537 – The Hagia Sophia
basilica in Istanbul
was inaugurated by
the Eastern Roman
Emperor Justinian.
The church remains
as
enduring
a
symbol of Istanbul
as the Eiffel Tower is for Paris or the
Parthenon is for Athens.
1966 – The first descent into
Mexico’s Cave of Swallows was
documented. With a drop of 1,214
feet, the chasm remains the largest
known cave shaft in the world.
1981 – Playing for the Edmonton
Oilers, Wayne Gretzky scored his
100th point of the season, setting
a record for fastest 100 points in
NHL history.

Howdy Doody Trivia
Which of these characters
was a real person and not a
marionette: Phineas T. Bluster,
Dilly Dally, or Princess
Summerfall Winterspring?
ANSWER: Princess Summerfall Winterspring
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Quote of the Day
“I got cast in a little program
called Roots and the rest,
as they would say,
is history.”
~ John Amos

Happy Birthday!
John Amos, born in 1939, is best
known for his role as James Evans
Sr. on the TV show Good Times and
his role as Kunta Kinte in Roots, in
1977, for which he was nominated
for an Emmy. Amos grew up in New
Jersey, the son of an
auto mechanic. He
went to school for
social work, boxed
after college, and
was signed as a free
agent by the Denver
Broncos but was released due to a
pulled hamstring. His coach pushed
him to be a writer before he took up
acting. Since then, he’s appeared in
many roles in television and on film.

THE
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2021

On This Date
1849 – M. Jolly-Bellin, a tailor in
Paris, discovered dry cleaning. He
noticed that a tablecloth became
clean when he accidentally knocked
over a lamp containing turpentine
and oil.
1912 – The first streetcars of the San
Francisco Municipal Transportation
Agency (Muni) debuted. Electric
streetcar No. 1 began service along
Geary Street.

1943 – Canadians captured the town
of Ortona, Italy’s only deepwater
port, after a week of bitter houseto-house fighting. The battle was
known to those who fought it as the
“Italian Stalingrad.”

Did You Know?
Due to a bulge of Earth at the
equator, Mount Chimborazo in
Ecuador is even closer to the
moon than Mt. Everest.
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Quote of the Day
“The future started yesterday,
and we’re already late.”
~ John Legend

Happy Birthday!
John Legend, born in 1978, is a
Grammy-, Tony-, and Academy
Award-winning musical artist. Born
in Springfield, Ohio,
Legend was a child
prodigy who learned
to sing and play the
piano at a young age.
He went on to lead
an a cappella group
at his alma mater, the University of
Pennsylvania. The successful singer
and songwriter, who is also an actor,
film producer, and music producer,
has collaborated with many musical
greats, including Alicia Keys, Janet
Jackson, Meghan Trainor, and Kanye
West. Some of his hits include “Glory”
and “All of Me.”

THE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2021

On This Date
1862 – The first modern-day
bowling ball was
produced. It was
made entirely of
wood. The origins
of the game itself date back to
ancient Egypt.
1916 – Irish author James Joyce
published his first novel, A Portrait
of the Artist as a Young Man. The
story had been serialized in The
Egoist magazine in 1914–1915.
1937 – The country of Ireland was
formed when the state adopted a
new constitution and changed its
name from the Irish Free State.
1944 – RCAF Flight Lt. Dick Audet,
piloting a Spitfire fighter plane,
destroyed five German planes in
10 minutes. Unfortunately, he was
killed two months later when a train
he was attacking exploded.

Did You Know?
At 14 kilometers long, the world’s
longest freshwater beach is sandy
Wasaga Beach, in Ontario.
©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

Quote of the Day
“In New Orleans, culture
doesn’t come down from
on high, it bubbles up
from the streets.”
~ Ellis Marsalis

Happy Birthday!
Willie Humphrey (1900–1994) was
an iconic New Orleans jazz musician
who continued to
perform up until the
year he died. Born
into a prominent
local jazz family,
his brothers Earl and
Percy Humphrey also
became successful jazz performers.
Humphrey, who was an inventive,
charismatic clarinet player, joined
multiple bands, playing in such
cities as Chicago and St. Louis. The
traditional jazz legend frequently
performed at the classic New Orleans
music venue Preservation Hall.

THE
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2021

On This Date
1877 – Johannes Brahms’ Symphony
No. 2 in D Major was first performed
in a concert hall in Vienna. He
had composed the classical music
masterpiece the previous summer.
1922 – The creation of the USSR
was formally announced from
Moscow’s Bolshoi Theater, uniting
Russia, Belorussia, Ukraine, and the
Transcaucasian Federation, which
consisted of Georgia, Azerbaijan,
and Armenia.
1968 – Yousuf Karsh captured his
famous photo of a
scowling Winston
Churchill at his
studio in Ottawa.
Karsh explained
that he had plucked
Churchill’s cigar
from his hand,
causing the politician’s ire.

Did You Know?
Yousuf Karsh held 15,312 sittings,
but his photograph of Churchill is
considered the key moment in his
60-year career.
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Quote of the Day
“A day without sunshine is
like, you know, night.”
~ Steve Martin

Happy Birthday!
Asa Griggs Candler (1851–1929) was
a prominent American entrepreneur
and politician who
grew up in Georgia.
He was the 41st
mayor of Atlanta,
from 1917 to 1919.
Atlanta’s 55-acre
Candler Park is named after the
business tycoon, but he’s best known
as the founder of the Coca-Cola
Company. He started the company
in 1892 after purchasing the recipe for
the bubbly, sweet brown drink from
chemist John Stith Pemberton. The
soda concoction, which was originally
marketed as a cure-all tonic, took off
quickly, becoming the ubiquitous
refreshment we know today.

THE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2021

It’s New Year’s Eve!

On This Date
1564 – Dutch prince William of
Orange argued that monarchs should
not be able to rule over the souls
of their subjects, publicly voicing
his support for freedom of belief
and religion.
1904 – The first New Year’s Eve
celebration was held in New York’s
Times Square.
1929 – In New York City, Guy
Lombardo and his Royal Canadians
played “Auld Lang Syne” to usher
in the new year for the first time.
The show was broadcast on the
CBS radio.
1967 – Evel Knievel crashed while
attempting to jump the fountains
of Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas
by motorcycle.

Did You Know?

By the end of 1975, Evel Knievel
had suffered 433 bone fractures.
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Quote of the Day
“Anybody can jump a
motorcycle. The trouble
begins when you try
to land it.”
~ Evel Knievel

Happy Birthday!
Donna Summer (1948–2012) was
known internationally as the Queen
of Disco for much
of the 1970s. Her
father was a butcher,
and her mother was
a schoolteacher. The
performer learned to
sing in church. When she first sang
for the congregation at the age of
10, many of the worshipers started
crying, moved by her unique talent.
Summer moved to New York, where
she sang in a rock band, but it was
in Germany, acting in a production
of Hair, that Summer made it big in
pop music. She returned to America,
had a string of No. 1 hits, and earned
five Grammy Awards.

