
Harvest Festivals 
Around the World



Harvest Holidays
Harvest festivals are celebrations which occur around the 
time of the main harvest of a given region.  Due to regional 
differences in climates and crops, harvest festivals can be 
found at various times of the year throughout the world.  
As we get ready for our Harvest Moon next week let’s take 
a look at some of these festivals and how they celebrate 
the crop.



Chuseok
Chuseok is Thanksgiving Day in Korea.  It is one of the biggest and 
most important holidays on the Korean calendar.  Chuseok 
translates to “autumn eve” and is a harvest moon festival which 
falls in late September or early October.  On Chuseok morning 
family members come together to hold memorial services to their 
ancestors.  One of the main characteristics of the service is bowing 
to your ancestors.  After the service the family eats together and 
the table consists of rice, pears and apples.  Let’s look at a 
traditional Chuseok table.





During Chuseok there is a variety of entertainment such as Samul Nori.  This is 
a Korean folk genre.  It celebrates a bountiful harvest.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHh0faIVHaI&t=53


Another performance is a Korean circle dance known as Ganggangsullae.  
Women join hands in a large circle and sing together on the night of the first 

full moon.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjg757sy8k8&t=51


Harvest Moon Festival
China’s Harvest Moon Festival has been celebrated for over 300 years.  
This takes place in late September or early October.  Legend tells of a hero 
who was given the elixir of life from the Queen of Heaven for saving the 
world.  This would have made him immortal but he did not desire 
immortality so did not drink the potion.  When his apprentice tried to steal 
the elixir the hero’s wife drank it herself.  Since the wife was now immortal 
she chose the moon as her new home so she could watch over her 
beloved husband.  People have prayed to her for good fortune ever since.  
During the festival they present her with offerings of fruits and moon 
cakes.  



The Moon Festival celebrates three concepts that 
are closely connected:

● Gathering, such as family and friends coming 
together, or harvesting crops for the festival.

● Thanksgiving for the harvest or for harmonious 
unions

● Praying for babies, a spouse, beauty, longevity or 
good fortune.



A notable part of celebrating the 
holiday is the carrying of brightly lit 

lanterns or floating sky lanterns.  
Traditionally, lanterns signified the 
wish for the sun’s light and warmth 

to return after winter.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGhiy09G84M&t=68


Vendimia
Vendimia is the National Grape 
Harvest Festival held in Mendoza, 
Argentina the first weekend in 
March.  Prior to that, the 
Archbishop of Mendoza 
traditionally gives a blessing to the 
newly harvested grapes.  This 
festival has its roots in the 17th 
century but today it has evolved 
into one of the largest wine 
festivals in the world.



During Vendimias there are wine tastings, as well as 
traditional foods served such as empanadas and 
local cheeses.  There are grape crushing 
competitions, dance competitions and the crowning 
of a Vendimia queen.  These festivals are usually 
held in plazas with stands set up all around so 
people can sit and relax in between all the wine and 
food tastings.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XD5RBzy-Cd4&t=167


Quiz time : Word Scramble 

1. omon
2. nlatren
3. aretsvh
4. etvlfsia
5. tunmua vev
6. ullf oonm
7. gnviigknaths
8. eyurtk
9. toolalbf

10. raedap

Answers

1. Moon
2. Lantern
3. Harvest
4. Festival
5. Autumn Eve
6. Full Moon
7. Thanksgiving
8. Turkey
9. Football
10. Parade

Answers



Thanksgiving in North 
America

In both Canada and the United 
States Thanksgiving celebrates 
the harvest and other 
blessings of the past year.  
Canada celebrates on the 
second Monday of October 
while the U.S. festival takes 
place on the last Thursday in 
November.  Family dinner 
celebrations are the 
centerpiece of Thanksgiving 
and usually include turkey, 
autumn vegetables and 
pumpkin pie.  



In both countries football is 
tied to the holiday.  The CFL 
holds the Thanksgiving Day 
Classic while the NFL televises 
several games throughout the 
day.  The U.S. Thanksgiving 
also wouldn’t be complete 
without starting the day 
watching The Macy’s Day 
Parade.



Let’s make a list of 
what we like to have 

for dinner on 
Thanksgiving

1. Turkey
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.



Macy’s Day Parade

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fND_piarWx0


The Harvest M
oon

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eKmRkS1os7k&t=2


Have you ever seen a 
Harvest Moon??

Yes or No?



Some of the harvest celebrations we have talked about 
simultaneously occur when the Harvest Moon can be seen 
in the sky.  This year we will see this rise on October 1st, a 
week before our Canadian Thanksgiving.  The Harvest 
Moon relates to the timing of the autumnal equinox in 
September.  



During this time of year the moonrise comes soon after 
sunset.  This results in an abundance of bright moonlight 
early in the evening.  This was traditionally an aid for 
farmers to harvest their summer crops, hence the name 
“Harvest” Moon.   



The Harvest Moon Rising

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2WunaOcyllA&t=61


Have you ever gone 
somewhere 

to watch the moon rise?

Or to watch the sun rise?



Have you heard this song?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2MtEsrcTTs


Once in a Blue Moon
And while we are on the topic of moons, October brings us a 
special one.  We will see the Harvest Moon rise on October 1st 
but then we will see the Hunter’s Moon come up on October 
31st!  The second full moon in a month is also referred to as a 
“blue moon.”  This occurrence happens every two to three years 
which is why we have the saying, “it happens once in a blue 
moon.”  And this year a full moon rises on Halloween.  Spooky!



Can you name an artist who sang the 

song “Blue Moon”? 

Elvis 



Blue Moon Karaoke! 
Blue moon

You saw me standing alone

Without a dream in my heart

Without a love of my own

Blue moon

You knew just what I was there for

You heard me saying a pray for

Someone I really could care for

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MiY5auB3OWg


Thank you for joining us this 
afternoon.  We hope you have enjoyed 

learning about Harvest festivals and 
the Harvest moon.  We’ve enjoyed 

spending time with you!


