Trivia

Random Trivia

LeAndra Smith, ADC, CDP
This activity includes 30 questions on a variety of topics. The questions are accompanied by the
answers and additional information for discussion.
There are several activity possibilities:

• For a group activity, read and discuss the trivia questions and answers. Also, print the
picture page to pass around during the activity.

• For independent activities, print and distribute fill-in-the-blank

copies of the questions without the answers. Also available are
the questions with the answers.

• Post one or more of the trivia questions on your bulletin board
every day or so throughout the month, using this special sign.

Trivia Questions and Answers
1. What determines the acidity of soil?
Answer: The pH value. The pH level determines how acidic or alkaline the soil is. Most plants
thrive when the pH level is neutral or seven on the scale. The range is 1 to 14.
2. What sock style that was popular in the 1950s is folded at the ankle and primarily in white?
Answer: Bobby socks. Depending on how thick a cuff is desired, you could fold the cuff from
one to three times.
3. Most people probably know that an ostrich lays the largest
eggs. What bird lays the biggest egg compared to the size of
the bird?
Answer: The kiwi. A female kiwi lays an egg that is 15–20 percent
of her weight. Typically, kiwis will lay one or two eggs at a time.
By comparison, ostrich eggs are two percent of the bird’s weight.
4. Who was the first Black person to compete and win the highest
level of tennis competitions internationally?
Answer: Arthur Ashe. Before heart disease forced him to retire from the sport, Ashe won
three Grand Slam titles: Australian Open, U.S. Open, and Wimbledon.
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5.

What is the medical term for gum disease?
Answer: Periodontitis (pair-ee-oh-don-TIE-tis). The term comes from the Greek words
peri (“around”) and odous (“tooth”). Gum disease is caused by plaque buildup around the
gumline, which causes pockets to form between the teeth. Without proper cleaning, the
gums recede, and bone loss occurs, causing your teeth to fall out.

6.

What puzzle started as an educational tool for geography?
Answer: Jigsaw puzzle. The first jigsaw is credited to mapmaker
John Spilsbury in 1767 when he pasted one of his maps onto
wood and cut out the pieces.

7.

What rock and roll singer popularized several dance styles in
the 1960s?
Answer: Chubby Checker. Checker’s biggest hits include “The Twist,” “Pony Time,” “Let’s
Twist Again,” and “Limbo Rock.”

8.

What Canadian actress was known as “Winnipeg’s Sweetheart”?
Answer: Deanna Durbin. Durbin was the highest-paid actress of her time when she was 21. By
the time she was 28, Durbin was disheartened by fame and had left the public life altogether, only
allowing one interview about her career—to film historian David Shipman in 1983.

9.

What comic strip centers around the Winslow family and their Great Dane?
Answer: Marmaduke. Brad Anderson is the creator of the comic strip. His son, Paul Anderson,
assisted with illustration beginning in 2004 and took over the strip when Brad died in 2015.

10. Who starred alongside Geena Davis in the 1991 film Thelma & Louise?
Answer: Susan Sarandon. Both Davis and Sarandon were nominated for an academy
award for Best Actress.
11. What brand used identical twins in their chewing gum commercials?
Answer: Wrigley’s Doublemint. In 1939, the “Doublemint Twins” were illustrations. The first
real-life twins used in their ads were Jane and Joan Boyd in 1959.
12. Phobos and Deimos are moons orbiting what planet in our solar system? Hint: It is the
fourth planet from the sun.
Answer: Mars. Phobos is the larger of Mars’ two moons and is
almost twice as big as Deimos.
13. What dessert is made with several layers of filo dough, filled
with chopped nuts, and sweetened with honey or syrup?
Answer: Baklava. Typically, pistachios or walnuts are the nuts
of choice, but hazelnut is also used.
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14. What is the title of Jane Austen’s first book?
Answer: Sense and Sensibility. Austen published the book in
1811 using “By a Lady” as a pseudonym. Her novels were not
attributed to her until after her death.
15. Of gold, silver, uranium, and rubies, which is not found in Australia?
Answer: Rubies. This gemstone is found only in Southeast Asia.
16. Marinelli Bell Foundry is one of the oldest companies in the
world. In what southern European country is it located?
Answer: Italy. The Marinelli Bell Foundry is a family-owned business in Agnone, Italy, since
at least 1339 AD, although some historians believe it has been in operation since as early as
1040 AD. The foundry has produced several bells of note, most recently, in 2004, when the
company made the replacement bell for the Leaning Tower of Pisa.
17. What French phrase is used on restaurant menus to indicate individual items are available to
order separately?
Answer: À la carte. The literal translation in French is “according to the menu.”		
18. What Dutch exotic dancer’s name became associated with espionage and spying after her
execution in World War I?
Answer: Mata Hari. Mata Hari was a spy for France and was executed for allegedly working
as a German double agent.
19. What ancient Greek intellectual is considered the father of mathematics?
Answer: Archimedes. Along with mathematics, Archimedes made important contributions to
astronomy, engineering, mechanics, and physics.
20. In what Canadian province is Halifax located?
Answer: Nova Scotia. The city of Halifax is Nova Scotia’s
capital and the largest municipality in Atlantic Canada, which
includes Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick, and
Prince Edward Island.		
21. What old-time radio show always opened with the line, “Who knows what evil lurks in the
hearts of men?”
Answer: The Shadow. The program first aired in late summer 1930 with the original title
of Detective Show. The Shadow, who was originally the show’s narrator, became such a
popular character with listeners that the show’s title was quickly changed, and the narrator
became the lead. The series ran on various stations until 1954.
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22. What are you doing if you “paint the town red”?
Answer: Going out and having fun, which often includes becoming intoxicated and causing
a ruckus. The origin of the phrase is unknown, but some believe it refers to getting into a
fight in which blood is shed. Others referred to an incident in 1837 when the Marquis of
Waterford and his friends were drinking and behaving poorly by going through town and
painting various signs, buildings, and people with red paint they found along the way.
23. What new watersport was added to the 2020 Summer
Olympics in Tokyo, Japan?
Answer: Surfing. The competition consists of 30-minute heats
in which competitors catch as many waves as possible. A panel
of judges scores each wave on a five-point system, and the top
two scoring waves are counted for each surfer. Surfers with the
highest scores move on to the next round. Surfing will continue
to be included in the 2024 and 2028 Summer Olympics.
24. What instrument measures ground movement or oscillations?
Answer: Seismograph. The seismograph measures and records the intensity, direction, and
duration of seismic waves caused by earthquakes or explosions.
25. What African country is home to Addis Ababa (AH-dis uh-BAH-buh)?
Answer: Ethiopia. It is the country’s capital city. Addis Ababa is also considered Africa’s
diplomatic capital because the headquarters for the African Union and the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa are located here.
26. On what television show did character Steve McGarrett usually say, “Book ’em, Danno!” at
the end of each episode?
Answer: Hawaii Five-O. Jack Lord portrayed Detective Steve McGarrett, while his
second-in-command, Danny Williams, was James MacArthur. MacArthur left the show at
the end of season 11, so the last season (12) did not have the familiar phrase. The series
ran from 1968 to 1980.
27. What are large pieces of ice that break off a glacier or an ice shelf and into the ocean?
Answer: Icebergs. For a large piece of ice to be considered an iceberg, it must be at least
16 feet (five meters) tall from sea level and cover an area of at least 5,382 square feet (500
square meters). Only about one-tenth of the volume of an iceberg is seen above the water’s
surface, so getting near one can be very dangerous for vessels. The largest iceberg ever
recorded was in 1956 and was bigger than the country of Belgium.
28. What do Australia, Fiji, Grenada, Hong Kong, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, and the United
Kingdom (among others) have in common? Hint: Transportation
Answer: They all have laws that require driving on the left side of the road. It is believed
that driving on the left started during the days of horse travel and when men carried swords
everywhere. Most people were right-handed, so driving on the left would make it easier to access
their weapon when needed. Still, 75 percent of the countries on Earth steer on the right.
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29. In 1953, Francis Crick and Dr. James Watson discovered the
structure of deoxyribonucleic (dee-AHK-see-RYE-boh-new-KLEE-ik)
acid. What is this better known as?
Answer: DNA. Their discovery of the double helix was pivotal in
the advancement of molecular biology.
30. What force causes planes and other moving objects traveling
long distances around Earth to look like they follow a curve rather
than a straight line: gravity, the Coriolis effect, or kinetic force?
Answer: The Coriolis effect. The interaction of Earth’s rotation with the moving object causes
the Coriolis effect. It is also the reason tornadoes (in the northern hemisphere) turn one
direction and cyclones (in the southern hemisphere) turn the opposite direction.
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Type your trivia here.

Random Trivia
(Questions Only)

1.

What determines the acidity of soil?
Answer:

2.

What sock style that was popular in the 1950s is folded at the ankle
and primarily in white?
Answer:

3.

Most people probably know that an ostrich lays the largest eggs.
What bird lays the biggest egg compared to the size of the bird?
Answer:

4.

Who was the first Black person to compete and win the highest level
of tennis competitions internationally?
Answer:

5.

What is the medical term for gum disease?
Answer:

6.

What puzzle started as an educational tool for geography?
Answer:

7.

What rock and roll singer popularized several dance styles in the 1960s?
Answer:

8.

What Canadian actress was known as “Winnipeg’s Sweetheart”?
Answer:

9.

What comic strip centers around the Winslow family and their
Great Dane?
Answer:

10. Who starred alongside Geena Davis in the 1991 film Thelma & Louise?
Answer:
11. What brand used identical twins in their chewing gum commercials?
Answer:
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12. Phobos and Deimos are moons orbiting what planet in our solar
system? Hint: It is the fourth planet from the sun.
Answer:
13. What dessert is made with several layers of filo dough, filled with
chopped nuts, and sweetened with honey or syrup?
Answer:
14. What is the title of Jane Austen’s first book?
Answer:
15. Of gold, silver, uranium, and rubies, which is not found in Australia?
Answer:
16. Marinelli Bell Foundry is one of the oldest companies in the world.
In what southern European country is it located?
Answer:
17. What French phrase is used on restaurant menus to indicate
individual items are available to order separately?
Answer:
18. What Dutch exotic dancer’s name became associated with espionage
and spying after her execution in World War I?
Answer:
19. What ancient Greek intellectual is considered the father of
mathematics?
Answer:
20. In what Canadian province is Halifax located?
Answer:
21. What old-time radio show always opened with the line, “Who knows
what evil lurks in the hearts of men?”
Answer:
22. What are you doing if you “paint the town red”?
Answer:
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23. What new watersport was added to the 2020 Summer Olympics in
Tokyo, Japan?
Answer:
24. What instrument measures ground movement or oscillations?
Answer:
25. What African country is home to Addis Ababa (AH-dis uh-BAH-buh)?
Answer:
26. On what television show did character Steve McGarrett usually say,
“Book ’em, Danno!” at the end of each episode?
Answer:
27. What are large pieces of ice that break off a glacier or an ice shelf
and into the ocean?
Answer:
28. What do Australia, Fiji, Grenada, Hong Kong, Pakistan, Papua New
Guinea, and the United Kingdom (among others) have in common?
Hint: Transportation
Answer:
29. In 1953, Francis Crick and Dr. James Watson discovered the structure
of deoxyribonucleic (dee-AHK-see-RYE-boh-new-KLEE-ik) acid. What
is this better known as?
Answer:
30. What force causes planes and other moving objects traveling long
distances around Earth to look like they follow a curve rather than a
straight line: gravity, the Coriolis effect, or kinetic force?
Answer:
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Random Trivia

(Questions with Answers)
1. What determines the acidity of soil?
Answer: The pH value. The pH level determines how acidic or alkaline
the soil is. Most plants thrive when the pH level is neutral or seven
on the scale. The range is 1 to 14.
2. What sock style that was popular in the 1950s is folded at the ankle
and primarily in white?
Answer: Bobby socks. Depending on how thick a cuff is desired, you
could fold the cuff from one to three times.
3. Most people probably know that an ostrich lays the largest eggs. What
bird lays the biggest egg compared to the size of the bird?
Answer: The kiwi. A female kiwi lays an egg that is 15–20 percent
of her weight. Typically, kiwis will lay one or two eggs at a time. By
comparison, ostrich eggs are two percent of the bird’s weight.
4. Who was the first Black person to compete and win the highest level
of tennis competitions internationally?
Answer: Arthur Ashe. Before heart disease forced him to retire from
the sport, Ashe won three Grand Slam titles: Australian Open, U.S.
Open, and Wimbledon.
5. What is the medical term for gum disease?
Answer: Periodontitis (pair-ee-oh-don-TIE-tis). The term comes from
the Greek words peri (“around”) and odous (“tooth”). Gum disease is
caused by plaque buildup around the gumline, which causes pockets
to form between the teeth. Without proper cleaning, the gums recede,
and bone loss occurs, causing your teeth to fall out.
6. What puzzle started as an educational tool for geography?
Answer: Jigsaw puzzle. The first jigsaw is credited to mapmaker John
Spilsbury in 1767 when he pasted one of his maps onto wood and cut
out the pieces.
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7.

What rock and roll singer popularized several dance styles in the 1960s?
Answer: Chubby Checker. Checker’s biggest hits include “The
Twist,” “Pony Time,” “Let’s Twist Again,” and “Limbo Rock.”

8.

What Canadian actress was known as “Winnipeg’s Sweetheart”?
Answer: Deanna Durbin. Durbin was the highest-paid actress of
her time when she was 21. By the time she was 28, Durbin was
disheartened by fame and had left the public life altogether, only
allowing one interview about her career—to film historian David
Shipman in 1983.

9.

What comic strip centers around the Winslow family and their
Great Dane?
Answer: Marmaduke. Brad Anderson is the creator of the comic strip.
His son, Paul Anderson, assisted with illustration beginning in 2004
and took over the strip when Brad died in 2015.

10. Who starred alongside Geena Davis in the 1991 film Thelma & Louise?
Answer: Susan Sarandon. Both Davis and Sarandon were
nominated for an academy award for Best Actress.
11. What brand used identical twins in their chewing gum commercials?
Answer: Wrigley’s Doublemint. In 1939, the “Doublemint Twins”
were illustrations. The first real-life twins used in their ads were
Jane and Joan Boyd in 1959.
12. Phobos and Deimos are moons orbiting what planet in our solar
system? Hint: It is the fourth planet from the sun.
Answer: Mars. Phobos is the larger of Mars’ two moons and is almost
twice as big as Deimos.
13. What dessert is made with several layers of filo dough, filled with
chopped nuts, and sweetened with honey or syrup?
Answer: Baklava. Typically, pistachios or walnuts are the nuts of
choice, but hazelnut is also used.
14. What is the title of Jane Austen’s first book?
Answer: Sense and Sensibility. Austen published the book in 1811
using “By a Lady” as a pseudonym. Her novels were not attributed
to her until after her death.
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15. Of gold, silver, uranium, and rubies, which is not found in Australia?
Answer: Rubies. This gemstone is found only in Southeast Asia.
16. Marinelli Bell Foundry is one of the oldest companies in the world.
In what southern European country is it located?
Answer: Italy. The Marinelli Bell Foundry is a family-owned business
in Agnone, Italy, since at least 1339 AD, although some historians
believe it has been in operation since as early as 1040 AD. The foundry
has produced several bells of note, most recently, in 2004, when the
company made the replacement bell for the Leaning Tower of Pisa.
17. What French phrase is used on restaurant menus to indicate
individual items are available to order separately?
Answer: À la carte. The literal translation in French is “according to
the menu.”		
18. What Dutch exotic dancer’s name became associated with espionage
and spying after her execution in World War I?
Answer: Mata Hari. Mata Hari was a spy for France and was
executed for allegedly working as a German double agent.
19. What ancient Greek intellectual is considered the father of
mathematics?
Answer: Archimedes. Along with mathematics, Archimedes made
important contributions to astronomy, engineering, mechanics,
and physics.
20. In what Canadian province is Halifax located?
Answer: Nova Scotia. The city of Halifax is Nova Scotia’s capital
and the largest municipality in Atlantic Canada, which includes
Newfoundland and Labrador, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island.
21. What old-time radio show always opened with the line, “Who knows
what evil lurks in the hearts of men?”
Answer: The Shadow. The program first aired in late summer 1930
with the original title of Detective Show. The Shadow, who was
originally the show’s narrator, became such a popular character with
listeners that the show’s title was quickly changed, and the narrator
became the lead. The series ran on various stations until 1954.
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22. What are you doing if you “paint the town red”?
Answer: Going out and having fun, which often includes becoming
intoxicated and causing a ruckus. The origin of the phrase is unknown,
but some believe it refers to getting into a fight in which blood is shed.
Others referred to an incident in 1837 when the Marquis of Waterford
and his friends were drinking and behaving poorly by going through
town and painting various signs, buildings, and people with red paint
they found along the way.
23. What new watersport was added to the 2020 Summer Olympics in
Tokyo, Japan?
Answer: Surfing. The competition consists of 30-minute heats in
which competitors catch as many waves as possible. A panel of
judges scores each wave on a five-point system, and the top two
scoring waves are counted for each surfer. Surfers with the highest
scores move on to the next round. Surfing will continue to be
included in the 2024 and 2028 Summer Olympics.
24. What instrument measures ground movement or oscillations?
Answer: Seismograph. The seismograph measures and records
the intensity, direction, and duration of seismic waves caused by
earthquakes or explosions.
25. What African country is home to Addis Ababa (AH-dis uh-BAH-buh)?
Answer: Ethiopia. It is the country’s capital city. Addis Ababa is also
considered Africa’s diplomatic capital because the headquarters for
the African Union and the United Nations Economic Commission for
Africa are located here.
26. On what television show did character Steve McGarrett usually say,
“Book ’em, Danno!” at the end of each episode?
Answer: Hawaii Five-O. Jack Lord portrayed Detective Steve
McGarrett, while his second-in-command, Danny Williams, was
James MacArthur. MacArthur left the show at the end of season 11,
so the last season (12) did not have the familiar phrase. The series
ran from 1968 to 1980.
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27. What are large pieces of ice that break off a glacier or an ice shelf
and into the ocean?
Answer: Icebergs. For a large piece of ice to be considered an
iceberg, it must be at least 16 feet (five meters) tall from sea level and
cover an area of at least 5,382 square feet (500 square meters). Only
about one-tenth of the volume of an iceberg is seen above the water’s
surface, so getting near one can be very dangerous for vessels. The
largest iceberg ever recorded was in 1956 and was bigger than
the country of Belgium.
28. What do Australia, Fiji, Grenada, Hong Kong, Pakistan, Papua New
Guinea, and the United Kingdom (among others) have in common?
Hint: Transportation
Answer: They all have laws that require driving on the left side of the
road. It is believed that driving on the left started during the days of
horse travel and when men carried swords everywhere. Most people
were right-handed, so driving on the left would make it easier to
access their weapon when needed. Still, 75 percent of the countries
on Earth steer on the right.
29. In 1953, Francis Crick and Dr. James Watson discovered the structure
of deoxyribonucleic (dee-AHK-see-RYE-boh-new-KLEE-ik) acid. What
is this better known as?
Answer: DNA. Their discovery of the double helix was pivotal in the
advancement of molecular biology.
30. What force causes planes and other moving objects traveling long
distances around Earth to look like they follow a curve rather than a
straight line: gravity, the Coriolis effect, or kinetic force?
Answer: The Coriolis effect. The interaction of Earth’s rotation with
the moving object causes the Coriolis effect. It is also the reason
tornadoes (in the northern hemisphere) turn one direction and
cyclones (in the southern hemisphere) turn the opposite direction.
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