Trivia

Random Trivia

by LeAndra Smith, ADC, CDP
This activity includes 30 questions on a variety of topics. The questions are accompanied by the
answers and additional information for discussion.
There are several activity possibilities:

• For a group activity, read and discuss the trivia questions and
answers. Also, print the picture pages to pass around during
the activity.

• For independent activities, print and distribute fill-in-the-blank

copies of the questions without the answers. Also available are
the questions with the answers.

• Post one or more of the trivia questions on your bulletin board
every day or so throughout the month, using this special sign.

Trivia Questions and Answers
1. What word is used for a group of lions?
Answer: Pride. Fun fact: A group of peacocks is also called a pride.
2. What footwear was initially designed for indoor sports in 1906 and has a distinctive two-toned
design? Hint: It shares its name with the seat used when riding a horse.
Answer: The saddle shoe. Designed by A.G. Spaulding Company with soles that would not
leave marks on the floors during indoor sports events, the saddle shoe quickly became a
favorite style for golfers as well. Males and females of all ages wore the shoe by the 1940s
and 1950s for various events.
3. What is the largest artery in the human body called?
Answer: The aorta. The artery is attached to the heart’s left ventricle and circulates
oxygenated blood to all parts of the body.
4. What board game originated in India around the fourth century AD
and was initially named Pachisi?
Answer: Parcheesi. By 1867, the game had traveled to the
United States under the name Patcheesi, which was modified
within a few years to Parcheesi.
5. What two-year-old golf prodigy out-putted comedian Bob Hope
on The Mike Douglas Show in 1978 and became the youngest
golfer to rank No. 1 as a professional at age 21?
Answer: Tiger Woods. Being pro for less than a year, he achieved the top spot in the shortest
amount of time.
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6.

What do Alaska, Idaho, Maine, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire, New York, North
Dakota, Vermont, and Washington have in common?
Answer: They all border Canada. An additional three states have water-only borders with
Canada: Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.

7.

Sombrero, Andromeda, and Milky Way are all what types of
celestial bodies?
Answer: Galaxies. Andromeda and Milky Way are considered
part of the Local Group. Sombrero is more than 10 million
light-years away.

8.

Which Dorsey brother played the trombone?
Answer: Tommy Dorsey. Jimmy played the clarinet and alto saxophone. The two created the
Dorsey Brothers Orchestra in 1927, but Tommy left in 1935 after a falling out with his older
brother. They did not work together again until 1953.

9.

On the Enhanced Fujita Scale (EF Scale), how many intensity levels are there for rating tornadoes?
Answer: There are six levels, ranging from F0 to F5. The most powerful and devastating
tornado is given an F5 rating, with estimated wind gusts of over 200 miles per hour.

10. The Greek sculpture Venus de Milo is made from what material?
Answer: Marble. Two blocks of marble were used to make the statue. Scholars believe that
more than her arms are missing. She was more than likely adorned with metal jewelry and
colorfully painted.
11. What Broadway musical includes the songs “Wells Fargo Wagon,” “Marian the Librarian,”
“Ya Got Trouble,” “Goodnight, Ladies,” and “76 Trombones”?
Answer: The Music Man. Robert Preston played the role of Harold Hill on stage when the
musical first opened on Broadway in 1957 and again in the 1962 film.
12. What is the most populated city in Canada?
Answer: Toronto, Ontario. As of the last census, Toronto is home to 6.2 million people,
making it the fourth-largest city in North America.
13. What branch of mathematics uses letters as variable numbers? Example: 2(a + b) = 2a + 2b
Answer: Algebra. Although there are differences in opinions about what word algebra is
derived from, its origins are Arabic.
14. What sea lies between Saudi Arabia and Egypt? Hint: It shares
its name with a color.
Answer: The Red Sea. This body of water is considered a
tropical sea. With temperatures ranging from 78˚ to 83˚F (26˚ to
30˚C) in the summer and only varying by 1.6 degrees (2˚C) in
winter, the Red Sea is one of Earth’s warmest bodies of water.
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15. Fill in the brand name used in the slogan “I am stuck on _____ brand, cause _____’s stuck
on me.”
Answer: Band-Aid. The Band-Aid was first invented in 1920 by an employee of Johnson &
Johnson. This slogan jingle was created in 1976 by Barry Manilow before he became famous.
16. What adventure novel written in 1844 by Alexandre Dumas tells the story of a young man wrongfully
imprisoned, his escape, and the revenge he inflicts on those responsible for his imprisonment?
Answer: The Count of Monte Cristo. Dumas built a mansion just outside
of Paris and named it Château de Monte Cristo.
17. What constellation is depicted on the national flag of Australia?
Answer: The Southern Cross, aka the constellation Crux. This
constellation was used because it can be seen only from the southern
hemisphere, where Australia is located.
18. What writing utensil did Hungarian László Bíró successfully develop in 1938?
Answer: The ballpoint pen. Bíró’s patent enabled the ink to flow freely and
dry quickly. The ballpoint is often referred to as a biro in many countries.
19. What French phrase do we use for a private conversation between two people?
Answer: Tête-á-tête. The phrase literally translates to “head to head.”
20. What famous female physicist and her husband discovered radium and polonium?
Answer: Madame Marie Curie. They named polonium after Marie’s homeland, Poland.
21. What 1939 detective radio show starred Hugh Marlowe as the title character?
Answer: The Adventures of Ellery Queen. The program was broadcast on various stations
from 1939 to 1948. The show provided a dramatized mystery, and just before delivering the
ending, celebrity panelists would come on the air and try to solve the crime.
22. If someone tells you to “cut to the chase,” what do they want?
Answer: They want you to skip the details and get to the point. The term was first used in
the silent film industry, where the story’s climax tended to be a chase scene. The director
would literally want to move to the chase scene.
23. For most cue sports, what color is the only billiard ball that a player is
allowed to touch with the cue stick directly?
Answer: White. The cue ball must be hit by the player in such a way
that it hits the other billiard ball or balls into the pockets of the pool table.
24. During photosynthesis, what are carbon dioxide and water converted into?
Answer: Oxygen and glucose (food). With the help of sunlight, plants
transform water into oxygen and carbon dioxide into food.
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25. What is the area of gases that surround Earth’s surface called?
Answer: Atmosphere. There are six layers to the atmosphere. Starting
at ground level, they are troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere,
thermosphere, ionosphere, and exosphere.
26. Before the use of the euro, what was the Netherlands’ form of currency:
the pound, the guilder, or the franc?
Answer: The guilder. The Dutch used the guilder as currency from 1680
until its official retirement in 2002.
27. What 1966 television series usually ends its opening scene with “This
tape will self-destruct in five seconds”?
Answer: Mission Impossible. The listener of the recording is usually the leader of the IMF
(Impossible Missions Force). The first season’s leader is Dan Briggs, played by Steven Hill.
The remainder of the series has Peter Graves in the role of Jim Phelps as the team lead.
28. What two countries begin with the letter Z?
Answer: Zambia and Zimbabwe. They share a border in southern Africa.
29. What famous actor stars in Giant, Seconds, Winchester ’73, and Pillow Talk?
Answer: Rock Hudson. His first film was Fighter Squadron, in 1948. 		
30. What spice is made from the stigmas of the flowers of Crocus
sativus: paprika, coriander, or saffron?
Answer: Saffron. Seventy-five thousand flowers must be
harvested by hand to make one pound of the spice. Due to
the labor involved, the price of just one kilogram of spice costs
$5,000 (U.S.), making it the most expensive spice in the world.
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Random Trivia
(Questions Only)

1.

What word is used for a group of lions?
Answer:

2.

What footwear was initially designed for indoor sports in 1906 and
has a distinctive two-toned design? Hint: It shares its name with
the seat used when riding a horse.
Answer:

3.

What is the largest artery in the human body called?
Answer:

4.

What board game originated in India around the fourth century AD
and was initially named Pachisi?
Answer:

5.

What two-year-old golf prodigy out-putted comedian Bob Hope on
The Mike Douglas Show in 1978 and became the youngest golfer to
rank No. 1 as a professional at age 21?
Answer:

6.

What do Alaska, Idaho, Maine, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire,
New York, North Dakota, Vermont, and Washington have in common?
Answer:

7.

Sombrero, Andromeda, and Milky Way are all what types of
celestial bodies?
Answer:

8.

Which Dorsey brother played the trombone?
Answer:

9.

On the Enhanced Fujita Scale (EF Scale), how many intensity levels
are there for rating tornadoes?
Answer:

10. The Greek sculpture Venus de Milo is made from what material?
Answer:
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11. What Broadway musical includes the songs “Wells Fargo Wagon,”
“Marian the Librarian,” “Ya Got Trouble,” “Goodnight, Ladies,” and
“76 Trombones”?
Answer:
12. What is the most populated city in Canada?
Answer:
13. What branch of mathematics uses letters as variable numbers?
Example: 2(a + b) = 2a + 2b
Answer:
14. What sea lies between Saudi Arabia and Egypt? Hint: It shares its
name with a color.
Answer:
15. Fill in the brand name used in the slogan “I am stuck on _____
brand, cause _____’s stuck on me.”
Answer:
16. What adventure novel written in 1844 by Alexandre Dumas tells the
story of a young man wrongfully imprisoned, his escape, and the
revenge he inflicts on those responsible for his imprisonment?
Answer:
17. What constellation is depicted on the national flag of Australia?
Answer:
18. What writing utensil did Hungarian László Bíró successfully develop
in 1938?
Answer:
19. What French phrase do we use for a private conversation between
two people?
Answer:
20. What famous female physicist and her husband discovered radium
and polonium?
Answer:
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21. What 1939 detective radio show starred Hugh Marlowe as the
title character?
Answer:
22. If someone tells you to “cut to the chase,” what do they want?
Answer:
23. For most cue sports, what color is the only billiard ball that a player
is allowed to touch with the cue stick directly?
Answer:
24. During photosynthesis, what are carbon dioxide and water
converted into?
Answer:
25. What is the area of gases that surround Earth’s surface called?
Answer:
26. Before the use of the euro, what was the Netherlands’ form of
currency: the pound, the guilder, or the franc?
Answer:
27. What 1966 television series usually ends its opening scene with
“This tape will self-destruct in five seconds”?
Answer:
28. What two countries begin with the letter Z?
Answer:
29. What famous actor stars in Giant, Seconds, Winchester ’73, and
Pillow Talk?
Answer:
30. What spice is made from the stigmas of the flowers of Crocus
sativus: paprika, coriander, or saffron?
Answer:
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Random Trivia

(Questions with Answers)
1. What word is used for a group of lions?
Answer: Pride. Fun fact: A group of peacocks is also called a pride.
2. What footwear was initially designed for indoor sports in 1906 and
has a distinctive two-toned design? Hint: It shares its name with the
seat used when riding a horse.
Answer: The saddle shoe. Designed by A.G. Spaulding Company
with soles that would not leave marks on the floors during indoor
sports events, the saddle shoe quickly became a favorite style for
golfers as well. Males and females of all ages wore the shoe by the
1940s and 1950s for various events.
3. What is the largest artery in the human body called?
Answer: The aorta. The artery is attached to the heart’s left
ventricle and circulates oxygenated blood to all parts of the body.
4. What board game originated in India around the fourth century AD
and was initially named Pachisi?
Answer: Parcheesi. By 1867, the game had traveled to the United
States under the name Patcheesi, which was modified within a few
years to Parcheesi.
5. What two-year-old golf prodigy out-putted comedian Bob Hope on
The Mike Douglas Show in 1978 and became the youngest golfer to
rank No. 1 as a professional at age 21?
Answer: Tiger Woods. Being pro for less than a year, he achieved
the top spot in the shortest amount of time.
6. What do Alaska, Idaho, Maine, Minnesota, Montana, New Hampshire,
New York, North Dakota, Vermont, and Washington have in common?
Answer: They all border Canada. An additional three states have
water-only borders with Canada: Michigan, Ohio, and Pennsylvania.
7. Sombrero, Andromeda, and Milky Way are all what types of
celestial bodies?
Answer: Galaxies. Andromeda and Milky Way are considered part of
the Local Group. Sombrero is more than 10 million light-years away.
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8.

Which Dorsey brother played the trombone?
Answer: Tommy Dorsey. Jimmy played the clarinet and alto
saxophone. The two created the Dorsey Brothers Orchestra in 1927,
but Tommy left in 1935 after a falling out with his older brother.
They did not work together again until 1953.

9.

On the Enhanced Fujita Scale (EF Scale), how many intensity levels
are there for rating tornadoes?
Answer: There are six levels, ranging from F0 to F5. The most
powerful and devastating tornado is given an F5 rating, with
estimated wind gusts of over 200 miles per hour.

10. The Greek sculpture Venus de Milo is made from what material?
Answer: Marble. Two blocks of marble were used to make the statue.
Scholars believe that more than her arms are missing. She was more
than likely adorned with metal jewelry and colorfully painted.
11. What Broadway musical includes the songs “Wells Fargo Wagon,”
“Marian the Librarian,” “Ya Got Trouble,” “Goodnight, Ladies,” and
“76 Trombones”?
Answer: The Music Man. Robert Preston played the role of Harold
Hill on stage when the musical first opened on Broadway in 1957
and again in the 1962 film.
12. What is the most populated city in Canada?
Answer: Toronto, Ontario. As of the last census, Toronto is home to
6.2 million people, making it the fourth-largest city in North America.
13. What branch of mathematics uses letters as variable numbers?
Example: 2(a + b) = 2a + 2b
Answer: Algebra. Although there are differences in opinions about
what word algebra is derived from, its origins are Arabic.
14. What sea lies between Saudi Arabia and Egypt? Hint: It shares its
name with a color.
Answer: The Red Sea. This body of water is considered a tropical
sea. With temperatures ranging from 78˚ to 83˚F (26˚ to 30˚C) in
the summer and only varying by 1.6 degrees (2˚C) in winter, the
Red Sea is one of Earth’s warmest bodies of water.
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15. Fill in the brand name used in the slogan “I am stuck on _____
brand, cause _____’s stuck on me.”
Answer: Band-Aid. The Band-Aid was first invented in 1920 by an
employee of Johnson & Johnson. This slogan jingle was created in
1976 by Barry Manilow before he became famous.
16. What adventure novel written in 1844 by Alexandre Dumas tells the
story of a young man wrongfully imprisoned, his escape, and the
revenge he inflicts on those responsible for his imprisonment?
Answer: The Count of Monte Cristo. Dumas built a mansion just
outside of Paris and named it Château de Monte Cristo.
17. What constellation is depicted on the national flag of Australia?
Answer: The Southern Cross, aka the constellation Crux. This
constellation was used because it can be seen only from the
southern hemisphere, where Australia is located.
18. What writing utensil did Hungarian László Bíró successfully develop
in 1938?
Answer: The ballpoint pen. Bíró’s patent enabled the ink to flow
freely and dry quickly. The ballpoint is often referred to as a biro in
many countries.
19. What French phrase do we use for a private conversation between
two people?
Answer: Tête-á-tête. The phrase literally translates to “head
to head.”
20. What famous female physicist and her husband discovered radium
and polonium?
Answer: Madame Marie Curie. They named polonium after Marie’s
homeland, Poland.
21. What 1939 detective radio show starred Hugh Marlowe as the
title character?
Answer: The Adventures of Ellery Queen. The program was
broadcast on various stations from 1939 to 1948. The show provided
a dramatized mystery, and just before delivering the ending, celebrity
panelists would come on the air and try to solve the crime.
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22. If someone tells you to “cut to the chase,” what do they want?
Answer: They want you to skip the details and get to the point.
The term was first used in the silent film industry, where the story’s
climax tended to be a chase scene. The director would literally want
to move to the chase scene.
23. For most cue sports, what color is the only billiard ball that a player
is allowed to touch with the cue stick directly?
Answer: White. The cue ball must be hit by the player in such a
way that it hits the other billiard ball or balls into the pockets of the
pool table.
24. During photosynthesis, what are carbon dioxide and water
converted into?
Answer: Oxygen and glucose (food). With the help of sunlight,
plants transform water into oxygen and carbon dioxide into food.
25. What is the area of gases that surround Earth’s surface called?
Answer: Atmosphere. There are six layers to the atmosphere.
Starting at ground level, they are troposphere, stratosphere,
mesosphere, thermosphere, ionosphere, and exosphere.
26. Before the use of the euro, what was the Netherlands’ form of
currency: the pound, the guilder, or the franc?
Answer: The guilder. The Dutch used the guilder as currency from
1680 until its official retirement in 2002.
27. What 1966 television series usually ends its opening scene with
“This tape will self-destruct in five seconds”?
Answer: Mission Impossible. The listener of the recording is usually
the leader of the IMF (Impossible Missions Force). The first season’s
leader is Dan Briggs, played by Steven Hill. The remainder of the
series has Peter Graves in the role of Jim Phelps as the team lead.
28. What two countries begin with the letter Z?
Answer: Zambia and Zimbabwe. They share a border in
southern Africa.
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29. What famous actor stars in Giant, Seconds, Winchester ’73, and
Pillow Talk?
Answer: Rock Hudson. His first film was Fighter Squadron, in 1948.
30. What spice is made from the stigmas of the flowers of Crocus
sativus: paprika, coriander, or saffron?
Answer: Saffron. Seventy-five thousand flowers must be harvested
by hand to make one pound of the spice. Due to the labor involved,
the price of just one kilogram of spice costs $5,000 (U.S.), making
it the most expensive spice in the world.
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Type your trivia here.

