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On This Date
1578 – Returning from his voyage  
to Baffin Island, Martin Frobisher 
and his crew brought what they 
thought was valuable ore to England. 
The stone turned out to be fool’s 
gold (pyrite) and was used to pave 
the roads.

1944 – Canadian troops captured 
Calais, France, completing the 
campaign to clear Channel ports. 

1978 – Tuvalu gained independence 
from the United Kingdom. Located 
in the Pacific Ocean midway 
between Hawaii and Australia, the 
island is home to almost 11,000 
people. The total land area is only 
about 26 square kilometres, making 
Tuvalu the fourth-smallest country 
in the world.

Did You Know?
The internet domain letters for 

Tuvalu are tv. This has created a 
source of income for the country 
through the lease of the domain 
name tv to media organizations.

Happy Birthday!
Walter Matthau (1920–2000) was  

best known for 10 
movies that he made 
with his close friend 
Jack Lemmon. Their 
first film together 
was The Fortune 
Cookie (1966), a 

comedy by Billy Wilder. Matthau 
won an Academy Award for his 
dynamic portrayal of a crooked lawyer 
named Whiplash Willie. In 1993, 
the pair had a surprise box-office hit 
with the comedy Grumpy Old Men, 
and they reunited for the sequel, 
Grumpier Old Men (1995). During 
World War II, Matthau served as a 
gunner on a B-24 bomber.

Humor of the Day
“To be successful in show 

business, all you need  
are 50 good breaks.”

~ Walter Matthau
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1902 –  Beatrix Potter’s first book, 
The Tale of Peter Rabbit, was 
published in London. Her exquisite 
drawings and whimsical characters 
continued for 29 more books.

1952 – The Royal Canadian Navy 
suffered its only casualties of the 
Korean War when the destroyer 
HMCS Iroquois was hit by shore 
batteries, killing three sailors. 

1959 – Rod Serling’s imaginative 
series The Twilight Zone debuted 
on CBS. The first show was titled 
“Where Is Everybody?” The story 
depicts a man wandering through a 
deserted city, becoming increasingly 
panicked as he discovers lit cigars 
and running cars, but no people. (It 
turns out he’s an astronaut going 
through an isolation experiment.)

Did You Know?
Groucho glasses—the distinctive 

one-piece mask consisting of horn-
rimmed glasses, large plastic nose, 
bushy eyebrows, and mustache— 
were first sold in the early 1940s.

Happy Birthday!
Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948), born  
Monhandas Gandhi, was an Indian 
lawyer and civil 
rights activist who 
led the successful 
movement to win 
(in 1947) Indian 
independence from 
British rule. Gandhi 
also championed class equality, 
workers’ rights, and women’s 
rights. He’s famous for popularizing 
the use of nonviolent resistance. 
His legacy inspired generations of 
future activists to use these tactics 
when seeking change. Gandhi is 
also known for many inspirational 
quotes, such as “Live as if you will 
die tomorrow. Learn as if you will 
live forever.”

Quote of the Day
“An eye for an eye only  

ends up making the  
whole world blind.”

~ Mahatma Gandhi

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2021
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1927 – The first transatlantic 
telephone call took place between 
Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King in Ottawa and British Prime 
Minister Stanley Baldwin in London. 
1955 – The Mickey Mouse Club 
debuted on ABC. The program was 
a variety show for children. 
1986 – Groundbreaking ceremonies 
were held for Toronto’s SkyDome. 
The stadium, now known as Rogers 
Centre, is the home of the Toronto 
Blue Jays Major League Baseball team 
and is situated next to the CN Tower 
near the shores of Lake Ontario.

Movie Trivia
Ron Howard rose to prominence 
playing Andy’s son, Opie, on The 

Andy Griffith Show. Howard is 
now a renowned director with four 
Academy Award-winning movies 
to his name: Cocoon, Apollo 13, 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas, 

and A Beautiful Mind.

Happy Birthday!
James Wight (1916–1995), who is 
better known by his pen name James 
Herriot, was an English writer and 
veterinarian. His series of engaging 
semi-autobiographical novels about 
veterinary practice, animals, and 
life in the English countryside have 
sold over 60 million copies. Some 
of his books have been dramatized 
on screen, including two TV 

productions of All  
Creatures Great and 
Small: a 1978–1990 
BBC series and a PBS 
version that began  
its run in 2020.

Quote of the Day
“No animal is a better judge  

of comfort than a cat.”
~ James Herriot, All Creatures 

Great and Small

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2021
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1873 – The first 
Icelandic settlers 
in Canada, led by 
Sigtryggur Jonasson, 
established a new 
village on Lake 
Winnipeg. They 
named it Gimli, which means 
“paradise” or “the Great Hall of 
Heaven” in Icelandic. 

1918 – The Spanish flu was first 
reported in Calgary. The flu would 
kill 50,000 Canadians by late 1919. 

1952 – The first issue of Mad 
magazine was published to the 
delight of adolescent boys—and to 
the distress of their mothers. The 
satirical magazine’s comedic mascot 
was fictional Alfred E. Neuman, 
whose motto was “What, me worry?” 

Daily Trivia
Damon Runyon met dancer Patrice 

Amati del Grande at a nightclub 
called the Silver Slipper when he 

was in Juarez, Mexico, to interview 
Pancho Villa. Many years later, 

Amati del Grande became his wife.

Happy Birthday!
Damon Runyon (1880–1946) was  
an American writer and newspaper 
reporter. He grew up in Kansas 
and Colorado in a family of 
newspapermen. He continued the 
tradition, working 
first for his father’s 
paper, followed by 
others in Colorado 
and New York City, 
including the Pueblo 
Star, Denver Daily 
News, and New York American, for 
which he covered sports. Runyon 
is known for the colorful language 
and characters in his Prohibition-era 
short stories, two of which provided 
the inspiration for the Broadway 
musical Guys and Dolls.

Quote of the Day
“I am inspired by love, by the 
moments that we commit to 

something with all our heart.”
~ Damon Runyon

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2021
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1869 – More than 120 ships were 
sunk or driven ashore by a hurricane 
in the Bay of Fundy. 

1884 – During a storm on Georgian 
Bay, the steamship Arabia sank 
when its cargo of grain expanded 
and burst the seams of the hull. 

1924 – The first Little Orphan Annie 
comic strip appeared in the New York 

Daily News. The title 
was inspired by James 
Whitcomb Riley’s 
popular 1885 poem 
“Little Orphan Annie.”

Spicy Trivia
Although many cultures have 

used spices since ancient times, 
they were not introduced to the 
European menu until crusaders 

returned with them from Eastern 
lands. For the nobility of Europe, 

highly spiced cuisine was regarded 
as a sign of wealth, and spices 

were presented as gifts. Pepper, 
cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, 

caraway, mustard, and ginger  
were among the favorites.

Happy Birthday!
Louise Fitzhugh (1928–1974) was 
an American writer and illustrator of 
numerous popular children’s books. 
Fitzhugh is best known for Harriet 
the Spy, which has become a beloved 

children’s novel (and 
precocious heroine) 
that routinely makes 
lists of the top 
books for kids of all 
time. The author is 

heralded for introducing realism into 
children’s literature. She also wrote 
two Harriet the Spy sequels: The 
Long Secret and Nobody’s Family 
Is Going to Change. Fitzhugh was 
also the illustrator of Suzuki Beane, 
a celebrated spin on Eloise.

Quote of the Day
“I’m glad I’m not perfect—I’d 

be bored to death.”
~ Louise Fitzhugh,  
as Harriet the Spy

 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2021
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1854 — The Great Fire of Newcastle 
and Gateshead, England, took hold, 
overtaking a warehouse stocked with 
highly flammable materials, resulting 
in a colossal explosion that reigned 
fire, debris, and burning sulfur down 
on inhabitants and neighboring 
buildings. In the end, over 50 people 
were lost, over 500 were injured, and 
over 800 structures were destroyed.
1857 – The American Chess 
Association held its first national 
tournament in New York City.
1889 – Thomas Edison showed 
his first motion picture using a 
kinetoscope, or peephole viewer. 
1893 – Millers in North Dakota 
created Cream of Wheat, a hot cereal, 
to profit from a wheat byproduct. 
The name was chosen because their 
product was white in color.

Fun Fact
In a Greek wedding tradition, the bride 
writes the names of her single female 
friends on the sole of her shoe. After 
the traditional wedding dance, the 
shoe is examined, and those whose 

names have worn off are said to  
be next in line for the altar.

Happy Birthday!
Jenny Lind (1820–1887) was a 
Swedish opera singer who was born 
Johanna Maria Lind. Her angelic 
voice earned her the moniker 
“the Swedish Nightingale.” Lind 
headlined operas across Europe in the 
1840s. She then undertook a popular 
American concert tour (spurring what 
newspapers at the time called “Lind 
Mania”) in collaboration with P. T. 
Barnum over the following decade. 
She donated much of the fortune she 
amassed to fund public education in 
Sweden. Eventually, 
she settled in 
London, where she 
raised three children 
with her husband, 
Otto Goldschmidt.

Quote of the Day
“I have brightness in my soul, 
which strains toward heaven.  

I am like a bird!”
~ Jenny Lind

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2021
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1913 – William Stewart Herron 
discovered oil near Calgary, 
sparking Alberta’s first oil boom. 
Herron first noticed gas bubbling 
out of an old mine shaft in 1911, 
collected samples, and formed a 
company to drill on the site. 

1952 – Bandstand began as a local 
television program in Philadelphia. 
Originally hosted by Bob Horn, the 
show got a new host—a clean-cut, 
26-year-old named Dick Clark—in 
1956. The next year, ABC picked up 
the show for a national audience and 
renamed it American Bandstand.

1983 – Bell Helicopter Textron 
began construction of Canada’s first 
helicopter factory at Mirabel Airport 
in Québec. 

Daily Trivia
The United States and Canada 

combined publish almost half of 
the world’s newspapers.

Happy Birthday!
Yo-Yo Ma, born in 1955, is a 
French-born Chinese American 
cellist. The Juilliard- and Harvard-
trained musician is renowned the 

world over for his 
gorgeous takes on 
classical, jazz, folk, 
traditional Chinese, 
and bluegrass music. 
The former child 
prodigy has recorded 

dozens of albums and has performed 
with orchestras worldwide. He’s 
also won many prestigious honors, 
including the National Medal of Arts, 
multiple Grammy Awards, and the 
role of United Nations Messenger of 
Peace. His 1733 Montagnana cello 
is worth an estimated $2.5 million.

Quote of the Day
“I have yet to find something 
that beats the power of being  
in love, or the power of music 

at its most magical.”
~ Yo-Yo Ma

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2021
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1871 – According to legend, 
Chicago’s Great Fire began when 
Mrs. O’Leary’s cow kicked over 
the lantern in her barn on DeKoven 
Street. The fire leveled 3.5 square 
miles, destroyed 17,450 buildings, 
and left 98,500 people homeless  
and approximately 250 dead.

1951 – Princess Elizabeth began a 
month-long cross-country tour of 
Canada. She was crowned Queen 
Elizabeth II the following year. 
1984 – Anne Murray won the 
Country Music Association’s 
Album of the Year Award for “A 
Little Good News.” She was the first 
woman to win the award. 

Fun Fact
Big Ben is not the clock; it is the 
13-ton bell inside the clock tower 
of England’s House of Parliament. 

The bell has chimed with an 
unrepaired crack since 1859.

Happy Birthday!
Sigourney Weaver, born in 1949, is 

heralded as a pioneer 
of the female action 
film. The American 
actress broke open 
the genre (and the 
box office) with 
her portrayal of the 

fierce, alien-fighting heroine Ripley 
in the Alien movie series. She even 
garnered a Best Actress Academy 
Award nomination for the powerful 
role. Weaver won two Golden Globes 
in 1988 for her spot-on performances 
in Gorillas in the Mist (Best Actress) 
and Working Girl (Best Supporting 
Actress). Ghostbusters, Avatar, Galaxy 
Quest, and The Ice Storm are a few 
of her other standout films.

Quote of the Day
“I have a very commercial 

appetite. I don’t like to  
do highbrow things.”

~ Sigourney Weaver

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2021
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1668 – Bishop Laval opened the 
Québec Seminary, Canada’s first 
institution of higher education and  
a forerunner of Laval University.

1855 – Isaac Singer 
received a patent for 
the sewing machine 
motor. You might 
say he is responsible 
for keeping us in 
stitches all these years.

1975 – Andrei Sakharov was awarded 
the Nobel Peace 
Prize. Sakharov was 
a Soviet physicist 
known as the “father 
of the hydrogen 
bomb.” In the late 
1950s, he became 

concerned about the morality of his 
work and became an advocate for 
peaceful coexistence.

Did You Know?
John Lennon’s mother, Julia, taught 
him to play banjo and tune the guitar 

like a banjo. This led Lennon to 
form a band called the Blackjacks 

with classmates in 1956. 

Happy Birthday!
John Lennon (1940–1980) was a 
British singer, guitarist, songwriter, 
and founding member of the 
Beatles. After the Beatles broke up 
in 1970, he launched 
a very successful 
solo career. Lennon 
revealed his biting 
wit and rebellious 
political nature in 
his music, on film, 
in books, and in interviews. The 
music icon and his wife, Yoko Ono, 
recorded the anti-war anthem “Give 
Peace a Chance” in 1969. He was 
shot and killed outside his New York 
City apartment building in 1980 by a 
mentally unstable man. He had two 
sons, Julian and Sean Lennon.

Quote of the Day
“Life is what happens when 

you’re busy making  
other plans.”
~ John Lennon

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2021
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1780 – The deadliest Atlantic hurricane 
on record struck the Lesser Antilles 
islands in the Caribbean, killing more 
than 20,000 people. A fleet of 40 
French ships involved in the American 
Revolutionary War capsized because 
of the hurricane.

1886 – Griswold Lorillard walked into 
New York’s Tuxedo 
Park Country Club 
wearing a tailless 
dress coat. The rest is 
fashion history as the 
tuxedo was born.

1933 – Dreft, the first synthetic 
detergent, went on sale. The 
breakthrough cleaning product was 
a sensation because it worked so 
well in hard water.

Wicked Trivia
In the musical Wicked, the  

Wicked Witch’s name, Elphaba,  
is derived from the name  

L. Frank Baum, the author  
of The Wizard of Oz.

Happy Birthday!
Louis Cyr (1863–1912) was a 
French-Canadian strongman from 
Saint-Cyprien-de-Napierville, Canada.  

He worked as 
a policeman in 
Montréal while 
gaining a reputation 
as the world’s 
strongest man. In 
1895, he lifted 18 
men on a platform 

(about 1,967 kilograms). Cyr toured 
England and Scotland, drawing 
huge crowds. He was very popular 
and often met with celebrities and  
royalty. In 2013, Antoine Bertrand 
played Cyr in the biographical film 
Louis Cyr, l’homme le plus fort  
du monde. 

Quote of the Day
“Having rain on your tuxedo 
is a pretty good reminder that 

you’re not James Bond.”
~ Joel Edgerton

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2021
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1869 – In Manitoba, government 
surveyors tried to mark off a farm 
field belonging to André Nault, an 
indigenous Métis and cousin of 
Louis Riel. The surveyors refused 
to leave when confronted by Nault. 
This incident began the Red River 
Rebellion. Riel and his Métis rebels 
objected to the transfer of Rupert’s 
Land to Canadian sovereignty, 
fearing that too many immigrants 
would disrupt their way of life. 
1982 – Henry VIII’s ship Mary  
Rose, which sank in 1545, was 
raised in Portsmouth, England. 
The warship is now on display in 
Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. 

Daily Trivia
Al Capone owned a 1928 Cadillac 
V-8 Town Sedan that was plated 

with 3,000 pounds of steel  
armor and had bulletproof 
windows. The car was sold  

in 2012 for $341,000.

Happy Birthday!
Dorothy “Dottie” West (1932–1991) 
was a trailblazing country music 
artist from Tennessee. West got her 
big break with the songs “Is This 
Me?,” “Let Me Off at the Corner,” and 
“Love Is No Excuse.” She became 
a featured performer on the Grand 
Old Opry and earned a Grammy 
Award for Best Female Country 

Vocal Performance 
for “Here Comes 
My Baby.” West 
collaborated with 
a number of top 
country singers of 
her day, including 

Kenny Rogers, Don Gibson, and 
Jimmy Dean. Some of her other hit 
singles include “You Pick Me Up 
(and Put Me Down)” and “What Are 
We Doin’ in Love.”

Quote of the Day
“To God’s own heart be true.”

~ Dottie West

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2021
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1901 – U.S. President Theodore 
Roosevelt officially named the 
executive mansion by having The 
White House—Washington engraved 
on presidential stationery.

1960 – Soviet premier Nikita 
Khrushchev pounded his shoe on 
the desk during a dispute at a U.N. 
General Assembly.

1977 – The psychic Romark 
attempted to prove his powers by  
driving blindfolded through the 
streets of Ilford, England. His 
journey reached an abrupt end after 
approximately 20 yards when he 
crashed into the back of a police van. 

Fun Fact
More water flows 
over Niagara Falls 

every year than 
over any other 

waterfall on Earth.

Happy Birthday!
Luciano Pavarotti (1935–2007) was  
a famous Italian tenor born in 
Modena, Italy. He first sang in the 
Modena Chorus with his father. 
When the chorus won first prize in an 
international competition, Pavarotti 
was hooked. “The King of the High 
Cs” made his singing debut in Italy 
in 1961. His outgoing personality 
and decision to perform both 
classical and popular music made 
him one of the most 
successful tenors 
ever. Pavarotti 
holds a Guinness 
World Record for 
receiving the most 
curtain calls (165). 

Quote of the Day
“Am I afraid of high notes?  

Of course, I am afraid.  
What sane man is not?”

~ Luciano Pavarotti

 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2021
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1921 – In Victoria, British Columbia, 
a newspaper first used the term 
cold turkey to refer to quitting  
an addiction. 

1970 – Canada officially ended its  
ties with Taiwan and opened 
diplomatic relations with the People’s 
Republic of China. 

1986 – Vancouver’s successful 
Expo 86 closed its doors after 
172 days. The fair coincided with 
Vancouver’s centennial. 

2010 – An estimated one billion 
people watched on TV as 33 miners 
were rescued from a copper mine 
in Copiapó, Chile. Trapped 2,300 
feet underground and three miles 
from the entrance, they survived  
69 days. 

Did You Know?
The two forward slashes (//) in any 
web address serve no real purpose 

according to Tim Berners-Lee, 
creator of the World Wide Web.  

He put them in only because  
“It seemed like a good idea  

at the time.”

Happy Birthday!
Paul Simon, born in 1941, was the 
main songwriter of the successful 
singing duo Simon and Garfunkel. 
In the 1960s, they recorded several 
influential albums, but the group split 
up in 1970. In 1986, Simon released 
Graceland, an album inspired by 
South African township music. 
Simon officially retired in 2018 but 
has performed since then and is 

active in promoting 
music education for 
children. He also 
supports charities that 
provide health care to 
poor communities. 

Quote of the Day
“I was eating in a Chinese 

restaurant downtown. There 
was a dish called Mother and 
Child Reunion. It’s chicken 

and eggs. And I said,  
I gotta use that one.”

~ Paul Simon

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2021
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1873 – The first Canadian Young 
Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) 
building was opened in Montréal.

1885 – The first Mormon settlers 
came into southwestern Alberta, 
a region with good land, water for 
irrigation, and accessible timber 
and coal. The area was also near 
the Blood Indian reservation, where 
they hoped to proselytize.

1926 – The children’s book  
Winnie-the-Pooh, by A. A. Milne, 
was published for the first time. 
Winnie- the-Pooh is an unassuming 
“Bear of Very Little Brain” who  
is fond of composing poetry and 
eating honey. 

Did You Know?
Studies have shown that people  

are more likely to return lost 
wallets if they contain  
pictures of children. 

Happy Birthday!
William Penn (1644–1718) was a  
writer, nobleman, early Quaker, and 
founder of the New World’s Province 
of Pennsylvania. Born in London, 
England, he grew up 
in the aristocracy but 
largely abandoned 
his position due to 
religious persecution 
when he became a 
Quaker. As a young 
adult, he wrote numerous pamphlets 
and treatises on religious theory and 
advocated for religious freedom. 
Eventually, Penn was imprisoned in 
the Tower of London for eight months. 
Ultimately, he and other Quakers 
immigrated to the New World.

Quote of the Day
“The secret of happiness  
is to count your blessings  
while others are adding  

up their troubles.”
~ William Penn

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2021
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1641 – Disregarding warnings 
about the dangers of establishing a 
settlement in the heart of Iroquois 
territory, Paul de Chomedey sieur 
de Maisonneuve and his men arrived 
on the island that eventually became 
Montréal. His colonizing company 
began by building a chapel and  
a hospital. 

1957 – In Ottawa, Queen Elizabeth II  
signaled the start of construction 
of the Queensway expressway by 
setting off a dynamite charge. The 
road bisects the city along the old 
Canadian Pacific Railway route. 

1969 – With the opening of the 
Canadian Embassy in Vatican City, 
Canada and the Vatican established 
diplomatic relations. 

Roman Trivia
For ancient Romans, there were 
always 12 hours of daylight and  

12 hours of darkness. So, for 
example, a daylight hour in high 
summer was considerably longer 

than one in midwinter.

Happy Birthday!
Mario Puzo (1920–1999) was an 

American writer of 
Italian heritage who 
specialized in crime 
fiction but was also 
a screenwriter and 
journalist. Born in 
New York City’s 

Hell’s Kitchen, he served in the U.S. 
Army Air Force during World War II.  
Some of his first writing centered on 
wartime adventures. His best-known  
work, however, is 1969’s The 
Godfather, which was turned into 
three hugely popular Francis Ford 
Coppola films and earned Puzo a 
Best Adapted Screenplay Oscar. He 
also wrote the screenplay for 1978’s 
Superman and collaborated on the 
story for 1984’s The Cotton Club.

Quote of the Day
“Great men are not born great; 

they grow great.”
~ Mario Puzo

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2021
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1914 – More than 30,000 soldiers 
of the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force arrived at Plymouth, England, 
for training before deployment  
to France.

1928 – Chemist Marvin Pipkin 
patented a process 
for frosting the 
inside of lamp 
bulbs without 
weakening them. 

1940 – The first North American 
saints, the patron saints of Canada, 
were eight Jesuit martyrs named by 
Pope Pius XII. 

1953 – In a report issued on this 
day, the Roman Catholic Church in 
Canada discouraged teenagers from 
having steady romantic attachments. 

Daily Quiz
Q: What name was Hawaii given 
when discovered by Europeans?

A: In 1778, English Captain Cook 
named the islands we now call 

Hawaii “the Sandwich Islands,”  
for the Earl of Sandwich.

Happy Birthday!
Angela Lansbury, born in 1925, 
made her Broadway stage debut in 
Hotel Paradiso (1957) and has won 
four leading actress Tony Awards 
for musicals, including Gypsy (1975) 

and Sweeney Todd 
(1979). She received 
a fifth Tony win 
for her supporting 
role in Blithe Spirit 
in 2009. Lansbury 
starred as Madame 

Arcati in a North American tour of 
Blithe Spirit from December 2014 
to March 2015. She is best known 
for her role as Jessica Fletcher in 
the beloved TV series Murder, She 
Wrote. More recently, she starred in 
the movie Mary Poppins Returns, 
the sequel to the original 1964 film.

Quote of the Day
“Here I am, I still go on,  

you know, like the tides.”
~ Angela Lansbury

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2021
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1671 – Furs from Hudson Bay 
were auctioned for the first time 
at Garraway’s Coffee House in 
London, England. 
1888 – The first issue of National 
Geographic magazine hit the 
newsstands. The highly acclaimed 
magazine was published on a 
somewhat irregular basis at first, 
as material was hard to come by 
in the early years. Eventually, the 
magazine, known for its maps and 
gorgeous photographic essays 
of wildlife and faraway cultures, 
became a monthly magazine.
1973 – The Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) began an oil embargo 
against several countries, including 
the U.S. and Canada.

Daily Trivia
A person who collects and studies 

shells is called a conchologist.

Happy Birthday!
Mae Jemison, born in 1956, is the 
first Black woman astronaut. Bright 
and interested in the sciences from 
a young age, she graduated high 
school early and went to Stanford at 
just 16. Jemison started her working 
life as a physician, then worked in 
the Peace Corps from 1983 to 1985. 

However, Jemison’s 
passion for space 
led her to apply to  
NASA to become an 
astronaut. “I always 
knew I’d go into 
space,” said Jemison 

of her out-of-this-world ambition. In 
1992, that dream became a reality 
when she left Earth aboard the space 
shuttle Endeavour as part of NASA’s 
50th space travel mission.

Quote of the Day
“Never be limited  
by other people’s  

limited imaginations.”
~ Mae Jemison

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2021
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1867 – The United States took 
ownership of Alaska from Russia. 
The price was $7.2 million, and 
skeptics dubbed the purchase 
“Seward’s Icebox” or “Seward’s 
Folly,” after Secretary of State 
William H. Seward. Seward’s 
decision was vindicated when a 
major gold deposit was discovered 
in the Yukon in 1896. 

1929 – The Judicial Committee 
of England’s Privy Council ruled 
that women were to be considered 
as persons in Canada. Previously, 
under English common law, women 
were “persons in matters of pains 
and penalties but were not persons 
in matters of rights and privileges.” 

1958 – The first computer-arranged 
marriage took place on Art 
Linkletter’s television show.

Daily Trivia
The first letters of the months July 

through November, in order,  
spell the name JASON.

Happy Birthday!
Chuck Berry (1926–2017) was 
a magnetic American singer who 
pioneered the style and sound of 
rock and roll. His catchy rhythms 
and flashy guitar solos translated 
into 1950s cultural anthems such as 
“Johnny B. Goode” and “Rock and 
Roll Music,” songs that transformed 
popular music as we know it. The 
dynamic performer found fame when 
his first song, “Maybellene,” topped 
Billboard’s rhythm and blues chart. 
Berry always makes 
Rolling Stone’s 
“greatest of all time” 
list, and he was part 
of the first class in 
the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame.

Quote of the Day
“Music should be made to 
make people forget their 
problems, if only for a  

short while.”
~ Chuck Berry

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2021
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On This Date
1781 – British General Lord Cornwallis 
surrendered to American General 
George Washington outside the 
tobacco port of Yorktown in 
Virginia, effectively ending the 
American Revolution.

1812 – Napoleon’s Grande Armée 
began its retreat from Moscow. About  
two months later, the troops finally 
escaped Russia, having suffered a  
loss of more than 400,000 men 
during the disastrous invasion.

1872 – Bernhardt Holtermann found  
a 630-pound gold nugget in Australia. 
The chunk is the largest single mass 
of gold ever mined. Holtermann sold 
the nugget and built a magnificent 
mansion near Sydney.

Did You Know?
The words taxi, OK, banana, tea, 

and coffee are used universally  
in most countries worldwide.

Happy Birthday!
Sir Michael Gambon, born in 1940, 
is a celebrated Irish English actor 
who trained under Laurence Olivier. 
He is well-known for playing Albus 
Dumbledore in some of the Harry 
Potter films and from roles in 
various other movies and TV shows, 
such as The Insider, Gosford Park, 
Fantastic Mr. Fox, 
Cranford, Emma, 
and The King’s 
Speech. However, 
his true love is the 
theater, work that 
has earned him 
numerous honors, including Olivier 
Awards for A View from the Bridge 
and Man of the Moment. Gambon 
was knighted in 1998.

Quote of the Day
“I think it’s being a dreamer as 
a child. Dreamy kids become 

actors, don’t they?”
~ Sir Michael Gambon

 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2021
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1671 – Bachelors in New France were 
ordered to marry the Filles du Roi 
(King’s Girls) sent to the colony from 
France. Penalties for noncompliance 
included loss of fishing, hunting, 
and fur-trading privileges. 
1818 – Britain and the United States 
signed a diplomatic convention 
establishing a boundary between the 
United States and British Canada 
along the 49th parallel. 
1944 – Shortly after his troops 
landed, U.S. General MacArthur 
waded ashore onto the Philippine 
island of Leyte. Later that day, he 
made a broadcast declaring, “People 
of the Philippines, I have returned!” 

Did You Know?
The word monsoon is derived from 
the Arabic word mausim, meaning 
“season.” Arab sailors first used it 
to describe the seasonal winds that 

blow across the Arabian Sea.

Happy Birthday!
Béla Lugosi (1882–1956) was a stage 

and screen actor best 
remembered for his 
portrayal of Count 
Dracula. Because of 
his success in that 
role, Lugosi found 
himself typecast as 

a horror villain in such movies as 
Murders in the Rue Morgue, The 
Raven, and Son of Frankenstein. 
His Hungarian accent, while a part 
of his image, limited the roles he 
could play. In his later years, Lugosi 
accepted roles in low-budget movies. 
He enjoyed an active career onstage, 
even as his film career declined.

Quote of the Day
“The vampire was a complete 
change from the usual romantic 

characters I was playing,  
but it was a success.”

~ Béla Lugosi

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2021 
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1797 – Balloonist André-Jacques 
Garnerin made the first recorded 
parachute jump, from 3,200 feet 
above Paris.
1854 – Florence Nightingale and 
other British nurses were sent to the 
Crimean War. She became known 
as the “Lady with the Lamp” during 
her rounds tending the wounded.
1940 – Regarding a threatened 
German invasion, British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill said, “We 
are waiting for the long-promised 
invasion. So are the fishes.”
1966 – The Welsh town of Aberfan 
was struck by an avalanche of mud 
and debris from a mining waste heap.  
Most of the 144 residents killed were 
students at a junior high school that 
was engulfed.

Daily Trivia
The world’s oceans contain about 

200 times more gold than has  
been mined on land.

Happy Birthday!
Ursula Le Guin (1929–2018) was  
an acclaimed, prolific author of 
multiple novels, short stories, 
poems, and children’s books, who 
grew up in Berkeley, California. Her 
collected works have amassed an 
impressive stockpile 
of honors, including 
Nebula Awards, 
Hugo Awards, and 
the National Book 
Foundation Medal 
for Distinguished Contribution to  
American Letters. She and her 
husband, historian Charles Le Guin, 
lived in Portland, Oregon, and had 
three children. Her novels include 
The Left Hand of Darkness and  
The Dispossessed.

Quote of the Day
“Morning comes whether  
you set the alarm or not.”

~ Ursula Le Guin

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2021
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1854 – Explorer John Rae claimed the  
£10,000 prize for 
the discovery of the 
fate of the Franklin 
Expedition to the 
Canadian Arctic. An 
Inuit man had sold 
him some authentic 
relics traded by Franklin and told 
him about the white men who had 
died of starvation. 

1938 – Chester F. Carlson, a 
physicist, inventor, and patent 
attorney, demonstrated xerography 
for the first time. Xerox is a term 
coming from xerography, which 
means “dry writing.”

Did You Know? 
Xerox dominated the photocopy 

industry in the 1960s and 1970s to 
such an extent that many people 

used the words xeroxed and copied 
interchangeably, much to the 

company’s chagrin. Protecting 
trademark rights continues to be  

an important issue for Xerox.

Happy Birthday!
Henriette Wyeth Hurd (1907–1997)  
was an American painter who grew 
up surrounded by the arts—her dad 
was illustrator N. C. Wyeth and her 
brother was painter Andrew Wyeth. 

Now heralded as 
one of the best 
female artists of the 
20th century, Hurd 
was an in-demand 
painter of portraits 
of celebrities such as 

First Lady Pat Nixon, actress Helen 
Hayes, and writer Paul Horgan. She 
was also well known for her still 
lifes and paintings of children.

Quote of the Day
“Nothing is easy. It is not  
easy to have a baby, for a  
tree to grow—but that’s  

what is beautiful.”
~ Henriette Wyeth Hurd

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2021
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1906 – Suffragists protested in the  
lobby of the British House of 
Commons. Ten women went to jail.
1956 – A student demonstration 
in Hungary escalated into a 
nationwide uprising against the 
Stalinist government. The revolt was  
crushed by Soviet troops, but in 
modern Hungary, October 23 is a 
national holiday.
1970 – Gary Gabelich set a land 
speed record of 622.4 mph in the Blue  
Flame, a rocket-powered automobile 
fueled with natural gas.

Did You Know?
Before attending the 
Cordon Bleu and 
mastering the art 
of French cooking, 
Julia Child did 
intelligence work 
for the Office of  

Strategic Services in India and China 
during World War II.

Happy Birthday!
Ang Lee, born in 1954, is a Taiwanese 
director and screenwriter known 
for his diverse body of emotionally 
charged dramas and period films. 
Some of his best movies include The 
Wedding Banquet, 
The Ice Storm, Sense 
and Sensibility, Life 
of Pi, and Brokeback 
Mountain. “When I 
started out, nobody 
gave me scripts, so I 
had to write,” said Lee, explaining his 
successful foray into scriptwriting. 
In 2001, he won an Academy Award 
for Best Foreign Language Film for 
Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.

Quote of the Day
“Americans are hidden  

dragons to me.”
~ Ang Lee

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2021
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1901 – On her 63rd birthday, 
Annie Taylor and her cat went over 
Niagara Falls in a padded barrel. 
Both survived. She hoped to earn 
money from the publicity.

1931 – Although it was still being 
painted, the George Washington 
Bridge was dedicated, linking New 
York City with New Jersey. Today, 
it is one of the world’s busiest bridges 
in terms of vehicle traffic.

1964 – “We’ll Sing in the Sunshine,” 
by Toronto’s Gale Garnett, became 
a Billboard No. 1 hit song. Although 
Garnett has retired from the music 
business, her successful career as a 
writer and actress is still going strong.

Did You Know?
A flamingo’s pink or reddish 

feather color comes from its diet, 
which is high in both alpha-carotene 

and beta-carotene.

Happy Birthday!
Sarah J. Hale (1788–1879) was 
editor of Godey’s Lady’s Book in 
Philadelphia for more than 40 years. 
The illustrated Lady’s Book strongly 
influenced the fashions and manners 
of the day. Hale constantly promoted 
higher education of women. She also 
advocated for the creation of the 
national Thanksgiving holiday. Her 
poem “Mary Had a Little Lamb” 
was published in her Poems for Our 
Children (1830). Hale founded the 

Seaman’s Aid Society 
to assist the families 
of sailors who died 
at sea. She and her 
husband, David, had 
five children.

Quote of the Day
“The temple of our purest 

thoughts is silence.”
~ Sarah J. Hale

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021



©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

THETHE

On This Date
1415 – English forces under the 
command of King Henry V used 
a secret weapon, the long bow, to 
triumph over a much larger French 
army at the Battle of Agincourt.

1854 – The Charge of the Light 
Brigade took place during the 
Crimean War. The battle ended in 
defeat for the British. The courage 
and futility of the charge was 
memorialized in Lord Tennyson’s 
poem six weeks after the event.

1960 – The Bulova Watch Company 
introduced its Accutron wristwatch, 
which was accurate to within two 
seconds per day. The electronic 
timepiece was the first wristwatch 
approved for railroad use, easily 
passing certification requirements.

Daily Trivia
Johann Strauss Sr., father of Johann 
Strauss Jr., was the most successful 

composer of dance music of 
his time. The two admired each 
other’s works but had an intense 

professional rivalry.

Happy Birthday!
Emma “Grandma” Gatewood 
(1887–1973) was the first solo female 
hiker of the Appalachian Trail, a feat 
she accomplished 
at age 67. She then 
hiked it two more 
times as well as 
a good portion of 
the Oregon Trail. 
The mother of 11 
children, who often found solace 
in the woods, escaped a violent, 
controlling husband, ultimately 
getting a divorce and child custody 
due to his severe domestic abuse. 
Her story captivated the nation and 
promoted interest in hiking.

Quote of the Day
“I did it. I said I’d do it  

and I’ve done it.”
~ Grandma Gatewood after 

singing “America the Beautiful,” 
upon reaching the end of the 

Appalachian Trail

 MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2021
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1774 – The inhabitants of Québec 
received a letter from the Continental 
Congress inviting them to join the 13 
colonies in the American Revolution. 
1825 – The Erie Canal was opened, 
providing a water route from Lake 
Erie to the Hudson River. 
1935 – A talented 12-year-old Judy 
Garland sang on Wallace Beery’s 
radio show. She delighted the 
audience with “Broadway Rhythm.”
1982 – The Canadian Baseball Hall 
of Fame and Museum, located in  
St. Mary’s, Ontario, was founded. 
More than 240 Canadians have 
played major league baseball.

Did You Know?
Squirrels chew on tree branches 
to sharpen and clean their teeth. 
That’s why you may see many 
small branches on the ground 

around large trees.

Happy Birthday!
Mahalia Jackson (1911–1972) was 
a civil rights activist and gospel-
singing legend who sang in the 
choir of her father’s Baptist church. 
Known as “the Queen of Gospel” 
for her powerful contralto voice, she 
landed her first contract in 1935 and 
became Thomas A. 
Dorsey’s vocalist, 
recording the great 
spiritual “Peace in 
the Valley.” She 
once said, “Rock 
and roll was 
stolen out of the 
sanctified church!” Her good friend 
Martin Luther King Jr. said of her, “A 
voice like this one comes not once in 
a century, but once in a millennium.”

Quote of the Day
“Blues are songs of despair, 

but gospel songs are  
songs of hope.”

~ Mahalia Jackson

 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2021
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1925 – Fred Waller of New York 
patented the first water skis. 

1947 – Groucho Marx appeared for 
the first time as quizmaster on the 
ABC radio show You Bet Your Life.

1951 – Radiation treatments for 
cancer were used for the first  
time ever at Victoria Hospital in 
London, Ontario. 

1967 – Expo 67, the Montreal 
world’s fair, ended its six-month 
celebration after hosting more than 
40 million visitors. 

1978 – The Nobel Peace Prize 
was awarded jointly to Israel’s 
Menachem Begin and Egypt’s 
Mohamed Anwar al-Sadat for 
negotiating peace between Egypt 
and Israel.

Etiquette Trivia
Etiquette comes from the French 

word étiquette, meaning prescribed 
behavior, or ticket—as in the  
small cards listing house rules 

given out to the aristocracy  
in the 1600–1700s.

Happy Birthday!
Emily Post (1872–1960) was an 
American writer who is best known 

for her authoritative 
writings on etiquette. 
Her influential 1922 
Etiquette in Society, 
in Business, in 
Politics, and at Home 
became the gold 

standard on manners—and became 
the family business. A 2017 updated 
edition of the tome was written by 
Lizzie Post and Daniel Post Senning. 
The Emily Post Institute, located 
in Waterbury, Vermont, continues 
her legacy with a variety of books, 
tutorials, and other programming on 
modern etiquette-related topics.

Quote of the Day
“Etiquette is the science  

of living. It embraces 
everything. It is ethics.  

It is honor.”
~ Emily Post

 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2021
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1886 – The monument of Liberty 
Enlightening the World, popularly 
called the Statue of Liberty, was 
unveiled in New York Harbor.
1922 – Benito Mussolini and his 
supporters staged a march on Rome. 
They overthrew the prime minister 
and brought the National Fascist 
Party to power in Italy.
1954 – The RCMP patrol vessel 
St. Roch, piloted by Henry Larsen, 
arrived in Vancouver after its 
last voyage. Known for being the 
first ship to circumnavigate North 
America, the schooner is now in a 
maritime museum.

Daily Quiz
Q: I have holes on the top, bottom, 
and sides. I have holes in the middle, 

yet I still hold water. What am I?
A: A sponge

Happy Birthday!
Howard Hanson (1896–1981) was 
a prominent American composer, 
conductor, music theorist, and music 
educator from Wahoo, Nebraska. At 
23, after just three years of teaching, 
he was promoted to dean of the 
College of Music at the College of 
the Pacific. Later in life, he served as 
the director of the 
Eastman School of 
Music in Rochester, 
New York, a 
position he held for 
four decades. Some 
of Hanson’s most 
famous compositions include Nordic 
Symphony, The Lament for Beowulf, 
Romantic Symphony, and Requiem, 
for which he earned a Pulitzer Prize 
in 1943.

Quote of the Day
“Without a dream, life is an 
utter tragedy! With a dream, 

life is a beautiful symphony.”
~ poet Avijeet Das

 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2021
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1889 – Stanley Park in Vancouver 
was officially dedicated. Today, the 
park features forest trails, beaches, 
lakes, children’s play areas, and 
the Vancouver Aquarium. In 2014, 
Stanley Park was named “top park 
in the entire world” by TripAdvisor. 

1929 – The Montreal and Toronto 
Stock Exchanges suffered a market 
crash, signaling the onset of the 
Great Depression. 

1936 – Following a successful 
performance on a local radio station, 
Nova Scotia country singer Hank 
Snow cut his first record. 

1964 – A stunning gem collection, 
including the 565-carat Star of India, 
was stolen from the American 
Museum of Natural History. 

Did You Know?
Cats can fall from great heights 

without being seriously hurt 
because of their light weight and 
instinct to right themselves and 

spread out as they fall.

Happy Birthday!
Tracee Ellis Ross, born in 1972, 
plays Dr. Rainbow Johnson opposite 
comedian Anthony Anderson on 
ABC’s hit comedy Black-ish. After 
starting her working 
life as a model and 
fashion editor, Ross 
found fame with the 
popular UPN/CW 
sitcom Girlfriends, 
which aired from 
2000 to 2008. The multi-talented, 
Golden Globe-winning actress is  
the daughter of legendary singer 
Diana Ross. In 2019, she launched 
the show Mixed-ish, a spin-off of 
Black-ish, which she co-created. 
Recent movies include Little and 
The High Note.

Quote of the Day
“Using my voice to recognize 

and celebrate other women  
is a joy for me.”

~ Tracee Ellis Ross

 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2021
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1534 – The English Parliament 
passed the Act of Supremacy, 
making King Henry VIII head of the 
English church.

1938 – H. G. Wells’ 
The War of the 
Worlds aired on 
CBS radio. Listeners 
panicked, believing 
that the realistic 
radio dramatization 
was a live news 
event about a Martian invasion. 
Public figures and newspaper 
columnists were outraged by the 
show, but it made narrator Orson 
Welles famous.

Daily Quiz
Q: When were Kleenex tissues  

first introduced?

A: Kleenex Cold Cream Remover 
tissues came out in 1924, but it 
was not until 1930 that Kleenex 

were marketed as disposable 
handkerchiefs. That year,  
its name was changed to  
Kleenex Facial Tissues.

Happy Birthday!
Otis Williams, born in 1941, is the 
founder and sole surviving original 
member of the Temptations, which 
became one of the most successful 
soul music bands of all time. 
Williams owns the rights to the 
group and continues 
to perform as the 
Temptations to this 
day. Some of their 
most popular hits 
include “My Girl,” 
“Baby I Need Your 
Loving,” and “Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough.” The Motown band 
won its first Grammy in 1969 for Best 
R&B Vocal Group Performance for 
their funky hit song “Cloud Nine.”

Quote of the Day
“The Temptations still stand 
today, not in spite of those who 
left us, but because of them.”

~ Otis Williams

 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2021
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN!

On This Date
1517 – Martin Luther posted his  
95 Theses on the door of the 
Wittenberg Castle Church. It marked  
the start of the Protestant Reformation 
in Germany.
1926 – Harry Houdini, 
the world’s most famous 
magician and escape 
artist, could not escape 
death. He died after a 
punch to the stomach.
1941 – After 14 years, work on 
Mount Rushmore was completed. 
The figures of four great presidents 
are carved into the rock.

Daily Trivia
Halloween is the second-most 

commercially successful holiday; 
Christmas is the first.

Happy Birthday!
Johannes Vermeer (1632–1675) was  
a phenomenal Dutch artist of the 
Dutch Golden Age. He was only 
moderately successful during his 
lifetime, but today is celebrated as 

one of the greatest 
painters of all time. 
Critics point to his 
masterful use of light 
and evocative interior 
scenes of everyday 

life. In addition to painting, Vermeer 
was also an art dealer. His paintings 
include The Milkmaid and Girl with  
a Pearl Earring.

Quote of the Day
“There is so much mystery in 
each painting, in the women 
he depicts, so many stories 

suggested but not told.”
~ Tracy Chevalier, the British 
American novelist who wrote  

Girl with a Pearl Earring,  
a best-selling novel inspired  
by Vermeer’s masterpiece

 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2021


