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EZ Does It – Music

Remembering Halloween Songs
Let’s sing, reminisce, and learn some fun facts about some songs associated with Halloween.

Props and Preparations: 

Be prepared to play the following YouTube videos:

 • “Monster Mash”

 • “That Old Black Magic” 

 •  “Witch Doctor”

 • “Purple People Eater”

 • “Ding Dong the Witch Is Dead”

 

Let’s Reminisce
Often when we think of Halloween, we expect to be frightened by horror movies, scary stories, 
monsters, or creepy crawly things. However, Halloween can be lighthearted and fun, too. Let’s 
take a look at some of the more upbeat songs that pertain to this fun holiday. Read and discuss the 
following information about the songs. Then, listen to the recordings and sing and move to the music.

“Monster Mash”

 • Songwriters Bobby Pickett and Leonard Capizzi were both considerable horror movie fans. 
When they decided to write this song in 1962, it took only two hours to complete. When 
Pickett sings the song, he is impersonating a famous horror movie actor who portrayed 
Frankenstein’s monster in three films in the 1930s. Who is the famous actor who portrayed 
Frankenstein: Bela Lugosi or Boris Karloff?

Answer: Boris Karloff

 • In how many Frankenstein movies did Karloff appear: one or three?

Answer: Three. He played Frankenstein’s monster in Frankenstein (1931), Bride of 
Frankenstein (1935), and Son of Frankenstein (1939).

 • The song lyrics were inspired by the novel Frankenstein, written in 1818. Who is the author of 
this book?

Answer: Mary Shelley

 • In the song, Pickett is narrating as a mad scientist who witnesses his monster waking up and 
performing a new dance craze, called the “monster mash.” The actual dance craze is the 
“mashed potato.” 

Do you remember how to do the “mashed potato”?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPIdRJlzERo&feature=youtu.be&list=SRjudy+garland+ding-dong%21+the+witch+is+dead
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBPmi-C2KRM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SOFCQ2bfmHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zhwTmenSbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jV-E09efRE
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 • Of the “electric slide,” the “hustle,” and the “twist,” which is a dance from the 1950s?

Answer: The “twist.” Other dances of the era include the “hitchhiker,” “hully gully,” “loco-motion,” 
“jerk,” “pony,” “stroll,” and the “Watusi.”

 • According to the lyrics, “the guests included Wolfman, Dracula, and his ________.” 

Answer: Son 

 • Name another monster that is mentioned in the song.

Answers: Vampires, ghouls, zombies

 • The sound effects in this song were created in the studio. This technique of creating everyday 
sounds, called Foley, is named after sound-effects artist Jack Foley. Can you name one of the 
sound effects in the song? 

Possible answers: 

 • The sound of opening the coffin was created by a rusty nail being pulled out of a block 
of wood using the claw of a hammer. 

 • The sound of the bubbling cauldron was created by blowing air into a glass of water 
through a straw.

 • The sound of chains was made by dropping chains onto planks of plywood on the 
studio floor.

“That Old Black Magic”

 • This song was written in 1942 for the film Star Spangled Rhythm, by Harold Arlen and Johnny 
Mercer. In 1943, it was nominated for Best Original Song at the Academy Awards but did not 
win. Can you finish the title of the song that did win?

Answer: “You’ll Never ______” (Know) by Harry Warren and Mack Gordon

 • When Mercer wrote the lyrics, he had a particular actress/singer in mind, as the two were 
occasionally intimate. Can you name this star from the Wizard of Oz?

Answer: Judy Garland

 • Many famous singers released versions of the song; can you complete the names of some of 
these singers?

Ella ______ (Fitzgerald)

Frank ______ (Sinatra)

Bing ______ (Crosby) 

Sammie ______ (Davis Jr.) 

Marilyn ______ (Monroe)

Rosemary ______ (Clooney) 

Bobby ______ (Rydell)
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 • When one artist, along with his orchestra, recorded this song in 1942, it became his last No. 1 hit 
in 1943. It spent 14 weeks on the Billboard charts, peaking at the top in May that year. Who 
was this artist?

Answer: Glenn ______ (Miller)

 • According to the lyrics, to what is “that old black magic” referring?

Answer: Love

 • What is the only thing that can put out the fire of desire?

Answer: Your kiss 

“Witch Doctor”

 • This song was written in 1958 by Ross Bagdasarian using his stage name, David Seville. In 
the song, Seville uses a sound effects technique called pitch shifting to alter the pitch of his 
voice by recording it in slow motion and replaying it at normal speed. This technique allowed 
Seville to create the voice of the witch doctor. The massive success of this song encouraged 
Seville to create the characters of three famous chipmunks. Can you remember their names?

Answer: Alvin, Simon, and Theodore

 • What is the name of the first official song by Alvin and the Chipmunks, which debuted later 
that year in 1958?

Answer: “The Chipmunk Song (Christmas Don’t Be Late)”

 • “Witch Doctor” made the top of the charts—the first No. 1 single for Seville—in 1958 on  
three different charts: Billboard Top 100, Billboard R&B, and Cash Box. However, this was not 
Seville’s first success as a songwriter. He already had a popular instrumental called “Armen’s 
Theme,” and a song that became a significant hit by Rosemary Clooney. 

Can you finish the title of the song? “Come On-a My ______”

Answer: House

 • The story of “Witch Doctor” is about a young man who is trying to impress a girl he has fallen 
for, but she does not feel the same. So, he asks the witch doctor for some help. According to 
the witch doctor, what incantation (which is also the chorus of the song) does the gentleman 
need to recite to win the heart of the woman of his dreams? 

Answer: “Oo ee, oo ah ah, ting tang, walla walla bing bang.”

 • Seville came up with the idea for the song after reading a selection from Reader’s Digest 
Condensed Books called “Duel with a Witch Doctor,” by Jan de Hartog. Have you ever read a 
story from Reader’s Digest Condensed Books? What is a condensed book?

Answer: A novel that is shortened, or abridged, while retaining the essential contents of  
the book
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“Purple People Eater”

 • When Sheb Wooley composed this song in 1958, it took him only an hour to complete. The 
inspiration for the song came from a joke that a friend’s child told. Have you ever become 
inspired to create or do something from something completely unrelated? 

 • “Purple People Eater” is considered a novelty song, which means the song is humorous or it 
doesn’t make sense. Novelty songs came into their own during the Tin Pan Alley days. Can 
you finish the titles of these other novelty songs?

Answers:

“Alley _____” (Oop)

“Aba Daba _____” (Honeymoon)

“(How Much Is) That Doggie in the _____” (Window)

“Chantilly _____” (Lace)

“Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie Yellow _____ _____ _____” (Polka Dot Bikini)

“Monster _____” (Mash) 

“K-K-K-_____” (Katy)

“King _____” (Tut)

“Mairzy _____” (Doats)

 • According to the song lyrics, how many eyes did it have?

Answer: One. It was a one-eyed, one-horned, flyin’ purple people eater. 

 • Fun fact: Wooley gives reference to three other songs that were current hits of the time. 
They are:

“Short Shorts” by The Royal Teens: 

“(We wear short shorts) friendly little people eater”

“Tutti Frutti” by Little Richard:

“It was a crazy ditty with a swingin’ tune 
(Sing a boop-boop, a-boopa lopa lum bam boom)”

“Tequila” by The Champs:

(The last word of the song) “Tequila!”

 • Wooley uses the same pitch-shifting technique for the “Purple People Eater” as David Seville 
uses in “Witch Doctor.” What instrument does he speed up to create the sound of the creature 
playing his horn at the end of the song? 

Answer: Saxophone
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“Ding Dong the Witch Is Dead”

 • This song is one of several individual songs performed in the 1939 film The Wizard of Oz, 
celebrating the death of the Wicked Witch of the East. In the film, a storm causes the house 
to land on the Wicked Witch of the East, killing her. What kind of storm was it?

Answer: A tornado 

 • A group of little people celebrate by singing the song. Collectively, what are the group of little 
people called? 

Answer: Munchkins

 • The film is an adaptation of a series of Oz books, the first of which is called The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz. Who authored the books: Stephen King or L. Frank Baum?

Answer: L. Frank Baum. After Baum’s death, 26 more books based on his original works 
were published by Reilly & Lee.

 • What are the names of the two Munchkin groups that officially welcome Dorothy to 
Munchkinland? 

Answer: 

The Lullaby _____ (League)

The Lollipop _____ (Guild)

 • Harold Arlen composed the song, with lyrics by E. Y. Harburg. Later, Arlen wrote a duet 
version and recorded the duet with a famous singer whose first name is Barbra. What is 
Barbra’s last name?

Answer: Streisand. You can hear Arlen and Streisand’s version here.

 • Can you think of any other songs that would be appropriate for Halloween?

Possible Answers: 

“I Put a Spell on You” by Bette Midler

“Thriller” by Michael Jackson

“Ghostbusters” theme by Ray Parker Jr.

“Superstition” by Stevie Wonder

“Somebody’s Watching Me” by Rockwell

“The Adams Family” theme by Vic Mizzy

“Witchy Woman” by The Eagles

“Black Magic Woman” by Santana

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rB0mMPCNAOM
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“Werewolves of London” by Warren Zevon

“Dead Man’s Party” by Oingo Boingo

“The Devil Went Down to Georgia” by The Charlie Daniels Band

Let’s sing some Halloween songs!

  




