THE
THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021

Quote of the Day
“That’s what I love about
dance. It makes you
happy, fully happy.”
Although quite popular since the
19th century, the day is not a
public holiday in any country
(no kidding).
1998 – Burger King published a
full-page advertisement in USA
Today introducing the “Left-Handed
Whopper.” All the condiments
were rotated 180 degrees for the
benefit of left-handed customers.
Thousands of customers requested
the burger.
2005 – A zoo in Tokyo announced
that it had discovered a remarkable
new species: a giant penguin called
the Tonosama (Lord) penguin. With
much fanfare, the bird was revealed
to the public. As the cameras rolled,
the other penguins lifted their beaks
and gazed up at the purported Lord,
but then walked away disinterested
when he took off his penguin mask
and revealed himself to be the
zoo director.
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~ Debbie Reynolds

Happy Birthday!
Debbie Reynolds (1932–2016) was
a mega-talented American actress,
singer, and dancer. The acclaimed
entertainer was first noticed at a
beauty pageant in 1948. Reynolds
was soon making movies and
earned a nomination for a Golden
Globe Award for Most Promising
Newcomer. She became a major force
in Hollywood musicals, including
Singin’ In the Rain, Bundle of Joy,
and The Unsinkable Molly Brown.
In 1969, The Debbie Reynolds Show
debuted on TV. The
iconic star continued
to perform in film,
theater, and TV well
into her 80s. Her
daughter was actress
Carrie Fisher.

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021
Today is April Fools’ Day, also known as April fish day in some parts of
Europe. In Italy and France, a common prank is to attach a paper fish to the back
of an unsuspecting victim, a tradition that dates back to the 16th century.

Eye in the Sky

Root of the Matter

NASA has been busy building a
mammoth rocket, the largest of its
kind ever designed, in
preparation
to launch
astronauts to the moon and
eventually to Mars. The
Space Launch System, or SLS, is
similar to the Saturn V rocket that
launched the Apollo missions, except it
is much larger. At 23 stories, the
launch vehicle is taller than the
Statue of Liberty. Like Saturn, it is a
staged rocket, which means that
several pieces will fall away after
launching. The rocket boosters will
generate 8.8 million pounds of
thrust, also making SLS the most
powerful rocket ever built.

Face the music

Come up and we go. Go down and
we stay. What am I?
ANSWER: An anchor
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Word Scramble
IOBNS
Large oxlike mammal of the
North American plains
ANSWER: BISON

Riddle Me This

If someone must face the music, then
they must accept the unpleasant
consequences of their actions. The
phrase first appeared in New England
around 1834, but its origins are
unclear. Some people believe it was a
phrase used to help stage actors get
over stage fright. Actors were told
to face the music quite literally,
meaning face forward to the
orchestra pit in front of the stage.
Others believe it originated with
soldiers marching into battle, facing
the music of the enemy’s war drum.

THE
FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021

On This Date
1513 – Explorer Juan Ponce de
León came ashore near present-day
St. Augustine, Florida, and claimed
the region for the Spanish crown.
1931 – A 17-year-old girl, Jackie
Mitchell, struck out Babe Ruth and
Lou Gehrig in an exhibition game.
Soon after, Kenesaw
Landis, the baseball
commissioner, voided
her contract, declaring
women unfit to play
baseball, as the game
was “too strenuous.”
1968 – Montreal created Canada’s
first modern lottery to help pay off
a deficit from Expo 67. The lottery
ended in December when the
Supreme Court ruled it was illegal.

Did You Know?
You can avoid sinking in quicksand
by raising your legs slowly and
lying on your back. Remember to
take your time—frantic movements
will only hurt your cause.
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Quote of the Day
“If you cannot find peace
within yourself, you will
never find it anywhere else.”
~Marvin Gaye

Happy Birthday!
Marvin Gaye (1939–1984) was a
legendary American singer who was
known as the “Prince of Soul.” He
started out singing in church and went
on to define the Motown sound of the
1960s. Some of his iconic hits include
“Let’s Get It On,” “Sexual Healing,”
“How Sweet It Is (to Be Loved by
You),” and “I Heard It Through the
Grapevine.” Tragically, Gaye was
shot by his own father in the prime
of his life, the day before his 45th
birthday. The influential recording
artist was posthumously awarded
a Grammy Lifetime
Achievement Award
and inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame, among many
other honors.

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 2021
Today is World Marbles Day, thanks to a Good Friday tradition that has taken

place in Tinsley Green, England, for decades. On Good Friday each year, teams
compete in the World Marbles Championship, a marble-shooting tournament.

Who Am I?

Wild Kingdom

My father worked at a brewery
in Omaha, Nebraska. My mother
hoped to escape that life and so took
me and my sister on the road as a
traveling singing and dancing act.
When my father lost his job, the
family moved to New York City so
that my sister and I could pursue careers
in entertainment. We eventually made it
to Broadway, where my skill as a
dancer began to outshine my sister’s
talents. I had to find new partners
when my sister got married, and I
eventually signed on with RKO
pictures and starred onscreen with
Ginger Rogers. Who am I?

Scientists exploring the Nimba
Mountains of Guinea in West Africa
discovered a new species of bat
with fur the orange color of
orangutans. The region is a hotspot
of biodiversity, and the
scientists were interested
in investigating an old
mining cave that has
become a haven for bats. At first, the
researchers thought the animal was
just a unique coloration of a common
bat, but bat experts soon realized
they had found an entirely new
species. Discovering a new mammal
is extremely rare, and zoologists
think that this species might live only
in the Nimba Mountains.

_PH_ _V_L
Violent or sudden change
ANSWER: UPHEAVAL
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Name Three
Can you name three trees that
begin with the letter A?
POSSIBLE ANSWERS: aspen, ash, apple,
acacia, alder

ANSWER: Fred Astaire

Buy a Vowel

THE
SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2021

On This Date
1860 – The Pony Express began
deliveries, reducing the time it took
mail to travel between the coasts to
around 10 days.
1885 – Gottlieb Daimler and
Wilhelm Maybach received a patent
for a water-cooled engine design.
The invention was the precursor of
modern automobile engines.
1968 – Martin Luther King Jr.
delivered his “I’ve Been to the
Mountaintop” address in Memphis.
He said, “Like anybody, I would
like to live a long life. Longevity
has its place. But I’m not concerned
about that now. I just want to do
God’s will.” Tragically, he was
assassinated the following day.

Daily Trivia

Chimpanzees and humans share
over 98 percent of the same DNA.
Chimps, like humans, use tools and
communicate with one another.
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Quote of the Day
“You cannot share your life
with a dog, as I had done in
Bournemouth, or a cat, and
not know perfectly well that
animals have personalities
and minds and feelings.”
~ Jane Goodall

Happy Birthday!
Jane Goodall, born in England in 1934,
fulfilled a lifelong dream at age 22
when she traveled to Africa by ship
to study chimpanzees—and that she
did. In Tanzania, Goodall immersed
herself in researching the primates
for over 50 years. For almost two
of those years, Goodall lived among
a group of them and was accepted
as one of their own. Goodall
discovered that chimpanzees could
make tools. She now
works on behalf of
many animal rights
organizations and
has won numerous
awards for her work.

SATURDAY, APRIL 3, 2021
Today is Every Day Is Tag Day. This holiday is sponsored by the Humane
Association and urges pet owners to make sure that their pets have appropriate
collars, identification tags, rabies tags, and local licenses.

You Are What You Eat

Centennial Memories

The Reuben sandwich—corned
beef, Swiss cheese, sauerkraut, and
Russian dressing on rye—is often
considered to be a New York City
invention by Arthur Reuben at his
famous deli. But an alternate story
claims that the Reuben was invented
at Omaha, Nebraska’s Blackstone
Hotel, where a group of friends
routinely gathered to play poker.
One player, Reuben Kulakofsky,
called for a snack and was given the
sandwich. The tasty treat was such a
hit that it got his name and became
a menu staple.

On this day 100 years ago, Albert
Einstein arrived in New York City
for the first time after a
week-long voyage aboard
the steamship Rotterdam.
He spent a half-hour in
front of an adoring crowd
and press photographers, but soon
departed. He had come to America
enjoying a unique form of celebrity as
a scientist and intellectual. While
many fans were excited and curious
about his newly unveiled theory of
relativity, few understood it. By the
end of his visit to America, even
Einstein said, “I prefer to talk about
the weather… anything but relativity.”

Which word is not like the others?

granite

basalt

coral

shale

ANSWER: Coral is a living organism; the
others are forms of rock.
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Who Said So?
This Pulitzer Prize-winning English
poet said, “A professor is someone
who talks in someone else’s sleep.”
ANSWER: W.H. Auden

Word Wise

THE
SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021

Quote of the Day

On This Date
1896 – News of the Yukon’s
Klondike gold strike reached the
outside world, but it was not until
the following year that the great
stampede began in earnest. This
was when newlyweds Ethel and
Clarence Berry arrived in Seattle
with “a ton of gold” they had found
on their Alaskan honeymoon.
1960 – Ottawa’s Paul Anka had a
Billboard hit with his song “Puppy
Love.” He wrote it for another teen
idol, Annette Funicello, whom he
was dating.

Daily Trivia
Second string, meaning
“replacement or backup,” comes
from the Middle Ages. An archer
always carried a second string in
case the one on his bow broke.
©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

“Hate. It has caused a lot of
problems in the world, but it
has not solved one yet.”
~ Maya Angelou

Happy Birthday!
Maya Angelou (1928–2014) was a
renowned American author, poet,
playwright, and civil rights activist.
Angelou’s fame rose with her
autobiographical book
I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings.
She worked with Dr.
Martin Luther King
Jr. and Malcolm X,
as well as Presidents
Ford, Carter, and Obama. Angelou’s
beloved poems include “Still I Rise,”
“Phenomenal Woman,” and “On the
Pulse of Morning,” the inaugural
poem she wrote and recited for
President Bill Clinton. Interestingly,
before her writing career, she was
San Francisco’s first female and first
African American cable car conductor.

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021
Today is Easter Sunday. By all accounts, the Easter bunny derives from a
pagan fertility goddess known as Eostre. Germans, using rabbits as symbols of
fertility, began the tradition of celebrating an egg-laying hare named Osterhase.

Gadgets & Gizmos

Think-tionary
chawbacon
A. Someone not interested in
culture or learning
or
B. A local thug or bandit deputized
as a law enforcer

Word Scramble
NFIFUM
A small domed cake
ANSWER: MUFFIN
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ANSWER: A. It’s no use trying to get my
chawbacon of a father to read a book.

The Quair Plasma Mini air purifier
is a wearable device that delivers
positive and negative ions into the
air to find and break down airborne
contaminants. The purifier removes
odors, reduces allergens, suppresses
mold, and eliminates smoke and
other volatile organic compounds.

Household Tips
Fresh fruit is wonderful to have in the
house, but the scent often brings in
pesky fruit flies. One effective way to
manage the small swarms is to create a
trap with apple cider vinegar and dish
soap. Mix the two in a small bowl to
create a thick syrup. Cover the bowl
with plastic wrap and then poke small
holes in it. The flies, attracted to the
apple cider vinegar, will enter the
plastic wrap but then become stuck
beneath it, and eventually trap
themselves in the vinegar solution.

THE
MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2021

On This Date
1669 – Jean Talon granted a royal
bounty to large families in New
France. In the name of King Louis
XIV, the Crown gave
300 livres to families
with 10 children and
400 livres to families
with 12.
1842 – The Gesner Museum, today
known as the New Brunswick
Museum, opened to the public.
The first museum in Canada, it
displayed wildlife specimens and
mineral samples.
1923 – Firestone Tire and Rubber
Company of Ohio began the first
regular production of inflatable tires.
1931 – 20th Century Fox fired John
Wayne. He had played bit parts but
failed to impress the studio. His big
break came when he was cast in
1939’s Stagecoach.

Bette Davis Eyes

Kim Carnes recorded the song
“Bette Davis Eyes” in 1981, and it
spent nine weeks as the No. 1 song.
Davis sent Carnes a thank
you note.
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Quote of the Day
“There are two ways of
exerting one’s strength;
one is pushing down,
the other is pulling up.”
~ Booker T. Washington

Happy Birthday!
Booker T. Washington (1856–1915)
was an influential
Black leader who
was born into slavery.
Washington went on
to become an activist
for equality and an
advisor to multiple
U.S. presidents. The educator and
commanding orator reached a
national audience with his powerful
1895 “Atlanta compromise” speech,
which called for the American
Black community to defeat racism
using the power of education and
entrepreneurship. He was also a
founder of the Tuskegee Institute and
the National Negro Business League.

MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2021
Today is Dyngus Day. Always falling on the Monday after Easter, Dyngus Day
is a Polish holiday. Traditionally, single boys sprinkle available girls with
water, a reference to the ritual watering of a pagan fertility goddess.

Golden Memories
On this day 50 years ago, Fran Phipps
became the first woman to reach the
North Pole. She and her husband,
Canadian bush pilot Welland Phipps,
operated an aviation company in
Nunavut’s Resolute Bay. At the time,
their charter air service was the
northernmost in all of Canada, and
the Phipps flew together to the North
Pole to install a radar beacon, a
piece of equipment that would aid all
future travel to the North Pole.
Phipps had an adventurous spirit (she
had 9 children!) and, after her
record-making trip to the North Pole,
spent the next decade sailing around
the world.

Buy a Vowel
_NV_S_ _N
Imagine a future possibility
ANSWER: ENVISION
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Picture of the Day

Tracking Easter egg inventory was
not all it was cracked up to be.
Now it’s your turn to come
with a good caption.

Word to the Wise
It is not flattering to be called a
nimrod, which means an inept
person. The original Nimrod was a
Biblical king, the ruler of Shinar,
who foolishly attempted to build the
Tower of Babel. For his folly, he
suffered God’s wrath and his name
forever became associated with fools.

THE
TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 2021

On This Date
1830 – In Fayette Township, New
York, Joseph Smith,
founder of the
Mormon religion,
organized the church
during a meeting
with a small group
of believers.

Quote of the Day

1896 – Male athletes from across
Europe and the United States gathered
in Athens, Greece, to participate in
the first modern Olympic Games.
The original games had been banned
1,500 years earlier by the Roman
emperor Theodosius I in his effort
to abolish paganism.

Happy Birthday!

1917 – The United States entered
World War I.
1947 – The first Tony Award ceremony
was held in New York City to recognize
excellence in live Broadway Theater.
Tickets to the first event cost
$7.50 and included dinner.

Daily Trivia
Icefish have clear blood. Insect blood
is yellow. Mammals are red-blooded,
and lobsters bleed blue.
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“Fear is what makes
comedy funny.”
~ Paul Rudd

Paul Rudd, born in 1969, is an
American actor, screenwriter, and
producer who grew up in New Jersey,
Kansas, and California. Rudd, who
is known for his
endearing
charm
and comedic flair,
started his career in
1992 with the NBC
TV show Sisters.
He’s since become a
box office favorite, playing leads in
everything from romantic comedies
to superhero blockbusters. Some
of his films include Clueless, Wet
Hot American Summer, This Is 40,
Ant-Man, and Avengers: Endgame.
He can also be seen on the Netflix
comedy Living with Yourself.

TUESDAY, APRIL 6, 2021
Today is Tartan Day, so be sure not to confuse tartan with plaid. While all

tartans are plaids, not all plaids are tartans. Both fabric patterns look similar,
but tartan patterns are identified with specific Scottish clans.

Only Human

Silver Memories

A Colorado man almost
died of an allergic
reaction when he stepped
from his hot shower into
the cold of his bathroom.
Originally from the tropics, the man
had been experiencing hives when
exposed to the cold, but never
anaphylaxis. Doctors diagnosed him
as having cold urticaria, an allergic
reaction that results when exposed to
cold air, frigid water, or even cold
drinks. It is a rare condition that is
usually not life-threatening. When
exposed to cold, the immune system
reacts by releasing histamines, which
trigger an inflammatory response.

On this day 25 years ago, American
Major League Soccer began its
inaugural season with a match
between the San Jose Clash and
D.C. United. Some observers were
skeptical that the league would last.
After all, soccer was not one of
America’s favorite sports. But the
sell-out crowd of 31,683 begged to
differ. To promote the new league
and nurture homegrown talent,
flamboyant stars were signed from
other countries. Players and league
organizers were nervous on that first
day, uncertain whether or not the
league would survive, but 25 years
later, MLS is still going strong.

Who Said So?

Word Scramble

This civil rights icon said,
“We are not makers of history.
We are made by history.”

GIBNARA
ANSWER: BARGAIN

ANSWER: Martin Luther King Jr.
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An advantageous purchase

THE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021

On This Date
1827 – John Walker, an English
pharmacist, recorded his first sale of
the friction matches he invented the
previous year.
1869 – Prince Edward Island held its
last public hanging. The unfortunate
center of attention was a sailor
convicted of murder.
1945 – During the Battle of Okinawa,
hundreds of American planes
sank the huge Japanese battleship
Yamato. The Yamato and its sister
ship, Musashi, were the heaviest
battleships ever built.
1970 – John Wayne, an iconic movie
veteran of more than 200 films, won
his first and only Oscar for his role
as U.S. Marshal Rooster Cogburn in
1969’s True Grit.

Daily Trivia
The AIDS Memorial Quilt is the
world’s largest piece of folk art.
It weighs 54 tons and could cover
dozens of football fields. The
memorial celebrates the lives of
those who have died of AIDS.
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Quote of the Day
“If I’m going to sing like
someone else, then I don’t
need to sing at all.”
~ Billie Holiday

Happy Birthday!
Percy Faith (1908–1976), born and
raised in Toronto, was a popular
arranger and composer known for his
lush string orchestrations. Growing
up, Faith played several instruments,
but he began conducting orchestras
after his hands were badly burned
in an accident. He is remembered
for his “mood music” recordings:
“Delicado,” “The Song from
Moulin Rouge,” and “Theme from
A Summer Place.”
He also composed
the theme song for
the television show
The Virginian. In
1969, he received a
Grammy Award for his album Love
Theme from “Romeo and Juliet.”

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 2021
Today is Walking Day, a day to go outside and enjoy the health benefits of a

30-minute walk. This simple exercise can burn calories, strengthen the heart,
improve circulation, improve energy, and boost your mood.

Wild Kingdom

Eye in the Sky

The island of Sulawesi in Indonesia is
home to limestone karst caves famous
for their prehistoric art. A
recently discovered cave
wall painting depicts a
local wild pig in brilliant
hues of red and purple.
Dated to be over 45,000 years old,
this representation is considered to be
the oldest example of figurative art
(art that depicts real-world objects
rather than abstract shapes or patterns)
humankind has ever created. The pig
depicted is the Sulawesi warty pig, an
animal still found in small numbers on
the island. This painting illustrates the
important bond between humans and
the animals we live with.

A strange sight over the skies of
Hawaii just days before last New
Year’s Eve prompted several calls
to 911. Witnesses reported a blue
and red blinking UFO as long as
a glowing telephone pole streaking
across the sky, which then crashed
into the ocean. Officials worried that
a plane had crashed, but the Federal
Aviation Administration confirmed
that no planes had been lost. Some
folks think it might have been an LED
kite, a large glowing kite controlled
by a remote. Others, of course, enjoy
believing it was an alien spacecraft.

I can be written. I can be spoken. I
can be exposed. I can be broken.
ANSWER: I am the news.
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Which word is not like the others?

sipes

axle

sidewall

tread

ANSWER: An axle is a shaft that rotates
wheels; the others are parts of a tire.

Riddle Me This

Word Wise

THE
THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

On This Date
1783 – Catherine the Great of
Russia
annexed
Crimea after seizing
the peninsula from
the Turks. Her reign
eventually brought
most of Ukraine
under Russian rule.
1986 – Robert Merrill, baritone of
the Metropolitan Opera, both sang the
national anthem and threw out the
first ball at Yankee Stadium.
2001 – Tiger Woods became the
first golfer in history to win four
consecutive major tournaments, known
as golf’s grand slam.

If the Glove Fits

At first, baseball was played without
gloves. In 1875, St. Louis outfielder
Charlie Waitt put on a pair of leather
dress gloves to protect his hands.
Although he was called a “sissy”
by fans, the idea soon took off, and
baseball players began to wear gloves.
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Quote of the Day
“The search for human freedom
can never be complete without
freedom for women.”
~ Betty Ford

Happy Birthday!
Betty Ford (1918–2011) was first
lady of the United States for three
years. At the age of 11, she began
modeling and teaching children
popular dances to earn money
during the Depression. As first lady,
Ford openly advocated for women’s
rights. In interviews she was
forthright about her struggle with
breast cancer. In 1978, Ford’s family
confronted her about her alcohol
dependence, and she
went to a recovery
center. Ford was frank
about her addiction
and devoted the rest of
her life to maintaining
her sobriety and working with
other alcoholics. She founded the
Betty Ford Center for treatment of
chemical dependency in 1982.

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021
Today is Trading Cards for Grownups Day. You can find trading cards that
match most any hobby or interest, from sports to movies and fantasy. Cards
may be marketed to kids, but grownups appreciate their history and value.

Mystery to Me

Root of the Matter

A man was able to successfully rob
16 banks in and around San Diego,
California, by threatening bank tellers
at gunpoint. The FBI has even added
him to their America’s Most Wanted
list under the rather unflattering
moniker of the Geezer Bandit. This is
because the bank robber is believed to
be an elderly man somewhere between
60–70 years old. Or is he? Some
agents think that the robber is not old
at all, but instead a younger man using
a clever disguise, a wrinkly silicone
mask. Security footage also depicted
the bandit running abnormally fast for
someone of such advanced age.

Couch potato

Word Scramble

To be called a couch potato is an
insult, as the phrase means “a lazy
person.” The expression was
invented in 1976 as
the result of a
phone call between
friends Tom Iacino
and Robert Armstrong. Iacino made
a pun on another phrase, boob tube,
which is slang for television. Iacino
riffed on the word tube as tuber,
referencing the root vegetables.
Armstrong, a cartoonist, employed
the idea in a comic that featured
slothful characters lazing about on
their sofas.

TLEIQDU

Name Three

Made of two layers of stitched
cloth filled with padding

Can you name three fast-food chains
starting with the letter S?
POSSIBLE ANSWERS: Subway, Sbarro,
Sonic, Starbucks

ANSWER: QUILTED
©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles EXTRA!

THE
FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2021

On This Date
1865 – Confederate General Robert E.
Lee surrendered to Union General
Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox
Courthouse in Virginia.
1928 – Turkey passed a law separating
church and state. The intention was
to guarantee the equality of all its
citizens regardless of differences of
religion.
1967 – The Boeing 737 flew for the
first time. The 737 series has carried
well over 16.8 billion passengers,
the equivalent of every person on
Earth flying at least twice.

1973 – Paul McCartney first performed
his song “My Love” with his band
Wings. He wrote it for his wife Linda.

Nuttiness
Most nuts aren’t nuts. Peanuts
are legumes. Almonds, cashews,
and pistachios are seeds. Acorns,
hazelnuts, and chestnuts are nuts.
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Quote of the Day
“I once spent a year in
Philadelphia; I think it
was on a Sunday.”
~ W. C. Fields

Happy Birthday!
W. C. Fields (1880–1946) began his
career in vaudeville as a silent
juggler. When he added comedy
to his routine, it was featured in
the Ziegfeld Follies.
Fields was also an
actor. He was a hit
playing a con man
in the Broadway
musical Poppy. His
comedic persona was that of a harddrinking cynic, loveable despite
his flaws. Among his recognizable
trademarks were his raspy drawl and
grandiloquent vocabulary. He made
over a dozen pictures. Humorist Leo
Rosten said of Fields, “Any man
who hates dogs and babies can’t
be all bad.” Fields denied hatred of
either species in later interviews.

FRIDAY, APRIL 9, 2021
Today is Unicorn Day. In 400 BC, the Greek historian Ctesias recorded the

existence of a unicorn in India, writing that the creature had a white body, red
head, blue eyes, and multi-colored horn rising from the crown of its head.

Garden Party

Where Am I?

New Zealand’s seaside city of New
Plymouth boasts the majestic
Pukekura Park, which has been open
since 1876. The place was once
nothing but swampland, but it has
since been converted into a fabulous
botanical garden with two lakes,
fanciful bridges, a waterfall, and tea
house. The sprawling park also has a
cricket pitch, a horse
racing course, an indoor
basketball arena, and an
outdoor concert amphitheater, the
Bowl at Brooklands. What makes the
place more spectacular are its clear
views of Mt. Taranaki, a massive
conical volcano often compared to
Japan’s Mt. Fuji.

I have pulled off the local parkway
to enjoy the spectacular views from
atop these cliffs rising over 500 feet
from the water below. These canyon
walls are so striking that Mercator
included them on his original map of
the New World in 1541. These
dramatic cliffs were the setting of
dramatic duels, including the duel
between Aaron Burr and Alexander
Hamilton. From my vantage point, I
can see a great gray bridge and the
booming metropolis beyond. Soon I
will go and continue my drive up the
Hudson River Valley. Where am I?

ANSWER: Inkstand, in-kst-and.
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T_ _T_ _N
The fee paid for college
ANSWER: TUITION

What word has kst in the middle, in
the beginning, and at the end?

ANSWER: Hudson River Palisades, New Jersey

Riddle Me This

Buy a Vowel

THE
SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2021

On This Date
1815 – The Mount Tambora volcano
in Indonesia began erupting. The
largest volcanic eruption in recorded
history, it spewed so much ash that it
caused the “Year Without a Summer”
in North America and Europe.

“Get all the education you can,
then add the learning.”

1912 – The Titanic set off on her
maiden voyage. After the 920
passengers boarded, the ship
began its route along the Irish
coast before meeting with disaster
near Newfoundland.

Happy Birthday!

1948 – General Dwight D. Eisenhower
stood by an earlier report in which
he said that a
professional soldier
should not seek high
political office. Only
four years later, Ike
was elected president
of the United States.

Daily Trivia
The Kodak Brownie box camera
sold for $1.00 in 1900. It produced
2¼-square pictures and introduced
snapshots to the masses.
©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

Quote of the Day

~ Jack Miner

Jack Miner (1865–1944) was born
in Ohio but moved to Kingsville,
Ontario, at age 13. Through his
writings and lecture tours, Miner
became internationally recognized
as one of the fathers of
wildlife conservation.
Miner was a pioneer
in the practice of
bird banding, and
he founded his bird
sanctuary so that
migratory Canada geese would
have a place to return. In 1947, the
House of Commons established
the National Wildlife Week Act in
honor of the famous “bird man.”
The Kingsville Migration Festival
annually celebrates his legacy.

SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 2021
Today is Safety Pin Day. On this day in 1849, Walter Hunt patented the safety
pin as a means to make money so that he could pay $15 back to a friend. Hunt also
invented a sewing machine, fountain pen, and machinery for a street sweeper.

Golden Memories

Think-tionary

On this day 50 years ago,
“ping-pong”
diplomacy
began
between China and the United States.
The U.S. table tennis
team landed in China at
the invitation of the
Chinese government.
The courtesy was a deliberate move
to build diplomatic relations with
America and the West, specifically to
counter Russian influences in the
region and also to welcome America
as a new trading partner. The
diplomatic gambit worked, and in
1972, President Richard Nixon made
his historic visit to China.

guyot

AQSEDEM URA
A party where people wear
masks or disguises
ANSWER: MASQUERADE
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ANSWER: B. Many guyots began as
volcanic islands.

Word Scramble

A. A locked cabinet or closet used
by houses of worship to protect
religious artifacts
or
B. An undersea mountain, often
with a flat summit

Toys of Yesteryear
Eddy Goldfarb invented more than
800 novelty toys during his lifetime,
but none remain more iconic than his
wind-up chattering teeth. In fact, the
teeth, which he called “Yakity Yak
Talking Teeth,” were his first big
gag hit. Goldfarb teamed up with
toy promoter Marvin Glass (who
would later famously help invent the
Lite-Brite and Rock’em Sock’em
Robots) to bring his idea to Irving
Fishlove, Chicago’s king of gag toys.

THE
SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021

On This Date
1750 – English boxing champion
Jack Slack defeated Frenchman
Jean Petit in the first international
prize fight.
1927 – Ettore Bugatti began work
on the Bugatti Type 41 Royale super
car. The huge, handcrafted luxury
car was designed for
royalty. The base
price was $30,000.
One of the largest
cars ever produced,
only six were made
and all six still exist.
1951 – The Mamas & the Papas
song “Dedicated to the One I Love”
reached the top of the Billboard
Hot 100 chart. Denny Doherty, of
Halifax, sang tenor with the group.

Geography Trivia
The largest mountain range is the
Mid-Atlantic Ridge, which runs
mostly underwater from just south
of the North Pole to just north
of Antarctica, through the
Atlantic Ocean.
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Quote of the Day
“Prejudice is a great time
saver. You can form
opinions without having
to get the facts.”
~ E. B. White

Happy Birthday!
Danny Gallivan (1917–1993) was a
talented baseball pitcher with
prospects for a major league career
before an injury redirected him
toward broadcasting.
Gallivan began playby-play announcing
for the Montreal
Canadiens in 1952.
Known for his
colorful descriptions
of action on the ice, he announced
more than 1,800 games over a 32year career. In “retirement,” Gallivan
became a goodwill ambassador
for Hockey Night in Canada and a
fundraiser for cystic fibrosis. He and
his wife, Eileen, had four children.

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021
Today is Barbershop Quartet Day. The four-part singing groups truly began

in barbershops. During the 17th century, British barbershops kept a cittern, a
small lute, in the waiting area, encouraging people to strum as they waited.

The LifeHandle Sling is a wearable
carryall belt designed to make life
easier by reducing the weight of
loads. A loop and handle allow users
to carry kids with less effort. Dog
leashes attach to a “hub.” Or just use
the sling loops to carry other heavy
loads while freeing your hands.

Buy a Vowel
_ _S_L
A wooden frame that supports
an artist’s canvas
ANSWER: EASEL
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You Are What You Eat
While Iceland’s national dish is
officially hakarl, or fermented shark,
most Icelanders would argue that the
unofficial national dish is the
Icelandic hot dog. Icelandic hot
dogs, known as pylsa, are made with
Icelandic lamb, along with the
traditional pork and beef, served on a
steamed bun with onions, ketchup,
sweet brown mustard, and remoulade.
Since 1937, the best hot dogs have
been served at an unassuming stand
in downtown Reykjavik called
Baejarins Beztu Pylsur, translated as
“the best hot dogs in town,” but they
are sold in every town and village, in
gas stations, and at the airport.

Who Said So?
This mathematician, satirist, and
musician said, “Bad weather always
looks worse through a window.”
ANSWER: Tom Lehrer

Gadgets & Gizmos

THE
MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2021

On This Date
1945 – President Franklin D. Roosevelt
died in Warm Springs, Georgia, of a
cerebral hemorrhage
at the age of 63. When
he collapsed, he had
been sitting for artist
Elizabeth Shoumatoff
for a painting now
known as the Unfinished Portrait.
1955 – The University of Michigan
Polio Vaccine Evaluation Center
announced that Dr. Jonas Salk’s
polio vaccine was
“safe, effective, and
potent.” A global
vaccination effort has
drastically decreased
cases and may soon
rid the world of polio.

Literary Trivia
Ramona Quimby, the beloved
protagonist of many Beverly Cleary
children’s books, is based on a real
girl who lived near Cleary. Cleary
remembers seeing the girl eating
a pound of butter her mother
sent her to buy at the store.
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Quote of the Day
“You have to love the guy
that you play; even if you
play the villain, you’ve
got to love him.”
~ Andy Garcia

Happy Birthday!
Andy Garcia, born in 1956, is a
Cuban American actor who became
a top leading man in the 1980s. Some
of his most memorable films include
The Untouchables, The Godfather
Part III, Internal Affairs, Ocean’s
Eleven, Ocean’s Twelve, Ocean’s
Thirteen, and The
Lost City. He spent
his early childhood
in Havana before
his family moved to
Miami, where they
launched a very successful perfume
business. Garcia left for Hollywood
after college and started working in
television and film soon after. He is
also a director and screenwriter.

MONDAY, APRIL 12, 2021
Today is Big Wind Day. On the afternoon of April 12, 1934, winds blowing

at 231 mph were recorded atop Mount Washington, New Hampshire, a record
held until 1996, when Tropical Cyclone Olivia reached speeds of 254 mph.

Bob’s umbrella protected him
from the rain but betrayed
him against the wind.
Now it’s your turn to come
up with a good caption.

Word to the Wise
Psychology’s Dunning-Kruger effect
was added to the dictionary, meaning
“a cognitive bias where people
overestimate their skill, knowledge, or
ability.” This lack of self-awareness
prevents people from knowing or
acknowledging their own limitations.
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Only Human
After a 65-year-old man fell and
suffered a dislocated hip, he was
taken to a hospital where doctors
checked his pulse in his feet using
an ultrasound device. They heard
the pulse, but also something more
surprising, music as clear as if a
radio had been switched on. Each
time the ultrasound device was held
to the man’s foot, the music played
into the examination room. The man
had not swallowed a radio, but his
prosthetic hips had likely been
acting as an antenna, picking up and
broadcasting local radio signals.

Whatchamacallit?
What do you call a group
of chimpanzees?

congress

mob

troop

village
ANSWER: TROOP

Picture of the Day

THE
TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021

On This Date
1877 – A Montana newspaper, the
Fort Benton Record, reporting on
the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) said, “They fetch their
man every time.”
Hollywood later
modified this to
“They always get
their man.” The
RCMP motto is actually “Defending
the Law.”
1939 – Wuthering Heights, starring
Laurence Olivier, Merle Oberon,
and David Niven, was released.
The
critically-acclaimed
film
won an Oscar for its dark and
brooding cinematography.
1970 – An oxygen tank aboard
Apollo 13 exploded while the craft
was 200,000 miles from Earth.
Using great skill and ingenuity, the
crew safely touched down in the
Pacific Ocean four days later.

Daily Trivia
The abbreviation for pound (lb.)
comes from the astrological sign
Libra, meaning “balance.”
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Humor of the Day
“Children are the most desirable
opponents at Scabble as they
are both easy to beat and
fun to cheat.”
~ Fran Lebowitz

Happy Birthday!
Alfred Mosher Butts (1899–1993)
was an American architect who was
born in Poughkeepsie, New York.
Butts is best known for inventing
the game of Scrabble. In the 1930s,
he decided to create a winning board
game that combined
both skill and luck,
utilizing a player’s
prowess with words
as well as the power of
chance when pulling
letter tiles. Originally
titled Lexiko and Criss Cross Words,
Scrabble was first trademarked in
1948 and has since sold more than
150 million sets. Butts was also an
artist. Some of his drawings are housed
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2021
Today is Scrabble Day. The game was invented by architect Alfred Mosher

Butts in 1933. Butts built each game individually in his garage, but in 1957,
when Macy’s placed a large order, he had to sell it to a large manufacturer.

Set the Record Straight

The Games People Play

The Biblical tale of David slaying the
giant Goliath is often summoned as a
metaphor for any underdog defeating
a giant. But some historians now
argue that Goliath was not a 20-foot
giant. Ancient texts describe Goliath
as “four cubits and a span,” exactly
the same size as the width of the
protective gate outside Goliath’s
hometown of Gath. Some historians
contend that he was simply being
compared metaphorically to the
gateway as a defender of the town.
Others, using ancient measurements
for cubits and spans, measure Goliath
as six feet and nine inches tall.

Joel Boone was a highly decorated
World War I medical officer and
the personal physician to President
Herbert Hoover. As such, he invented
a game for the president
to keep him fit, a game
he called Hoover Ball.
The game is played by
two teams of four on a
volleyball-style court of grass or
sand. Players must throw a heavy,
six-pound medicine ball over an
eight-foot-high net. The ball must be
caught before it touches the ground
and thrown back from the point of the
catch. The game is scored similarly to
tennis. Hoover invited friends and
VIPs to play each morning, calling
them his Medicine Ball Cabinet.

Word Scramble
NSOGEP
A soft, porous, absorbent
material used for cleaning
ANSWER: SPONGE
©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles EXTRA!

Punny Business
I meant to look for my missing watch,
but I could never find the time.

THE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021

On This Date
1612 – English explorer Thomas
Button sailed into Hudson Bay and
discovered the Nelson River. He
also explored what became the New
North Wales and New South Wales
regions of today’s Manitoba.
1900 – The World’s Fair opened
in Paris. About 50 million people
attended the event.
1910 – U.S. President William
Howard Taft began a sports tradition
by throwing out the first baseball
of the season at an American
League game between Washington
and Philadelphia.
1960 – The musical Bye Bye Birdie,
starring Chita Rivera and Dick Van
Dyke, opened at the Martin Beck
Theatre in New York City.

Baseball Trivia
Baltimore Orioles manager Earl
Weaver was ejected from 91
games, including both games of
a double-header. He was team
manager for 17 years.
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Valedictorian Speech
“Fellow graduates, duty
bids us go forth into active
life. Let us go cheerfully,
hopefully, and earnestly.”
~ Anne Sullivan

Happy Birthday!
Anne Sullivan (1866–1936) was born
to Irish immigrants in Massachusetts.
At age five, she developed eye
infections that led
to partial blindness.
Her mother died
while she was a
child, and she was
sent to an orphanage.
Eventually, Sullivan convinced an
orphanage inspector to send her to
Boston to the Perkins School for
the Blind. Her first job was tutoring
Helen Keller, a challenge she rose
to famously. Eventually, Keller also
went to the Perkins School. The two
were lifelong friends. Their ashes
are interred next to each other in the
Washington National Cathedral.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 2021
Today is Perfume Day. The French perfumer Jean Carles is known as the

Beethoven of perfume. Carles used his nose to build famous perfumes by scent
and continued to create perfumes even after losing his sense of smell later in life.

Eye in the Sky

Root of the Matter

Last December 21, the planets
Jupiter and Saturn came together in
the night sky in a rare event known
as the “Great Conjunction,” a
phenomenon that only happens
every 800 years. The two planets
ended up looking like a massive star.
This event has led some astronomers
to speculate that the same type
of occurrence was the “Star of
Bethlehem” mentioned in the Bible.
For centuries, historians have tried
to determine whether the Star of
Bethlehem was a comet, supernova,
or some other astronomical event.
Perhaps the star that led the Magi to
the birth of Jesus was none other
than the “Great Conjunction” of the
planets Jupiter and Saturn.

Smart cookie
A smart cookie is someone who is
clever and makes good decisions. In
the 1920s, it was common
in America to call women
cookies as a term of
endearment referencing
their sweetness. By the 1940s, it was
also used for men, usually in the
context of another idiom, tough
cookie, which referenced a person’s
ability to withstand criticism and
persevere. Still another common
version of this expression is sharp
cookie, which like smart cookie,
applauds a person’s intellect.

Buy a Vowel

Riddle Me This

C_MB_RS_M_

Break it and it gets better and
harder to break again.

Awkward and clumsy
ANSWER: CUMBERSOME

ANSWER: A world record

©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles EXTRA!

THE
THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021

On This Date
1924 – The Rand McNally Auto
Chum, later known as Rand McNally
Road Atlas, was first published.
1984 – A fleet of tall ships left St-Malo,
France, on a race to Canada in
celebration of the 450th anniversary
of Jacques Cartier’s exploration
of Quebec.
1985 – The Royal Canadian Mint
recommended replacing the $1 bill with
a dollar coin as a cost-saving measure.
2003 – International researchers
announced the completion of the
13-year-long Human Genome
Project, which mapped the entire
genetic code of human beings.

Daily Trivia
Jellybeans (eight flavors) were
first mentioned in 1861 by Boston
confectioner William Schrafft, who
urged people to send them as a treat
to soldiers serving in the Civil War.

©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

Quote of the Day
“The less you reveal, the
more people can wonder.”
~ Emma Watson

Happy Birthday!
Emma Watson, born in 1990, is
a popular British
actress. She was
taking acting classes
and had been in
school plays when
a teacher helped
arrange a prime audition for her.
Watson ended up with the coveted
role of Hermione Granger in eight
Harry Potter movies. Reviews of
the films often singled out Watson’s
excellent acting skills. In 2014, she
graduated from Brown University
with a bachelor’s degree in English
literature before resuming her acting
career. Watson helped launch the
United Nations campaign HeForShe,
which calls for men to advocate for
gender equality. In 2019, she starred
in Greta Gerwig’s Little Women.

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021
Today is World Art Day, a date chosen to honor the birth of Leonardo da Vinci

on this day in 1452. You can choose to let your creativity shine and create a work
of art or appreciate the art of others by visiting a gallery virtually or in-person.

Fashion of Yesteryear

Centennial Memories

Ladies’ pedal pushers of the 1950s
originated with men’s knickerbockers.
Knickerbockers were baggy short
pants that ended just below the
knee. The original knickerbockers
were worn by the Dutch settlers of
modern-day New York City
in the 1600s. These loosefitting work pants took their
name from a fictional
character called Diedrich
Knickerbocker. In 1809, author
Washington Irving wrote a satirical
history of New York under that
pseudonym. He used the term
“knickerbocker” to denote any New
Yorker who could trace their lineage
back to the original Dutch.

On this day 100 years ago, striking
British coal miners were betrayed by
their traditional allies in transport and
rail unions, a day remembered as
Black Friday. After World War I,
Britain was plunged into an economic
depression. The National Transport
Workers’ Federation, the National
Union of Railwaymen, and the
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain
formed a Triple Alliance to defend
against wage reduction. When
miners’ wages there threatened, they
expected solidarity in their strike, but
instead met resistance to the idea.

This rock singer took her
best shot when she sang
“Love Is a Battlefield.”

ANSWER: Pat Benatar
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Which word is not like the others?

Polaris
Dog Star

Alpha Canis Majoris
Sirius

ANSWER: Polaris is the North Star; the
others are names for the same star.

Who Said So?

Word Wise

THE
FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2021

On This Date
1922 – Annie Oakley shot 100 clay
targets in a row, setting a women’s
record. Her amazing talent first came
to light at the age of 15 when she won
a shooting match
with
marksman
Frank
Butler.
Apparently, Butler
did not hold a
grudge
because
they later married,
a union that lasted
over 50 years.

Egg Tapping Trivia
Egg tapping was popular in New
Amsterdam, now New York. Players
each have a boiled egg. One player
uses their egg to tap the other player’s
egg and tries to crack it without
damaging their own egg. If they
succeed, they get to keep
both eggs.
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Quote of the Day
“All this is a dream to me.
Everything, the applause,
the fans asking for autographs,
the trips, all that is a dream.”
~ Selena

Happy Birthday!
Selena Quintanilla-Pérez (1971–1995)
was a Mexican American singer,
model, actress, and fashion designer
who died tragically young. In her
short career, she became a superstar
of the Latin music scene, known to
millions as the “Queen of Tejano
music,” the “Tejano Madonna,” and
simply, Selena. She began singing
professionally in 1981. From 1987
on, she won nine consecutive Tejano
Music Awards for
Female Artist of the
Year. Some of her hit
songs include “Como
la Flor,” “Bidi Bidi
Bom Bom,” and “I
Could Fall in Love.”

FRIDAY, APRIL 16, 2021
Today is Emancipation Day, a holiday unique to Washington, D.C.,
which commemorates Abraham Lincoln’s signing of the Compensated
Emancipation Act in 1862, which freed slaves in the District of Columbia.

Think-tionary

Wild Kingdom

puerile

A frequently traveled road
near a golf course in the city
of Dunedin, New Zealand,
was shut down for a month,
with some locals even requesting that it
be closed for good. Sea lions were
discovered to be nesting at the golf
course and needed to cross the roadway
in order to reach a nearby beach. New
Zealand sea lions are an endangered
species, and New Zealanders are
proud to take measures to protect them,
even if it means closing a major
thoroughfare. Locals are still allowed
to travel the road by bicycle or on foot,
but they have been advised to give the
nesting sea lions a wide berth.

or
B. Childishly silly and trivial
ANSWER: B. The college professor did not
expect such puerile remarks from students.

When Was It?
It was during this year that
Marian Anderson performed at the
Metropolitan Opera in New York
City. The first nuclear-powered
submarine, the USS Nautilus, was
put to sea. The Broadway musical
Peter Pan starring Mary Martin
was broadcast on NBC television.
Winston Churchill resigned as prime
minister of the United Kingdom. Ray
Kroc opened the first McDonald’s,
and Disneyland opened in Anaheim,
California. When was it?
ANSWER: 1955
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Buy a Vowel
F_T_G_ _
Extreme tiredness
ANSWER: FATIGUE

A. Slippery from natural oils

THE
SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 2021

On This Date
1929 – Baseball player Babe Ruth
married Claire Hodgson, a former
member of the Ziegfeld Follies.
1961 – U.S.-backed Cuban exiles
landed at the Bay of Pigs in Cuba to
overthrow Fidel Castro. The mission
failed: 100 invaders were killed and
1,400 were captured.
1964 – Ford Motors unveiled its new
Mustang model. The coupe won the
Tiffany Gold Medal for excellence
in American design.
1967 – Lester Bowles Pearson
announced the creation of the
Order of Canada. The medal honors
outstanding citizens for service to
Canada or humanity at large.

Timely Trivia

The quartz crystals in most
wristwatches vibrate 32,768 times
per second. Quartz watches
are more accurate than the best
mechanical timepieces.
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Quote of the Day
“I’ve got to get to the
top of the hill.”
~ Last words of J. P. Morgan

Happy Birthday!
J. P. Morgan (1837–1913) was the
very symbol of Wall
Street and one of the
wealthiest men in
the world. His firm
financed many of
the first powerhouse
industrial companies,
including U.S. Steel, General
Electric, and International Harvester.
Morgan was a collector of books,
pictures, and fine art objects. He
smoked dozens of cigars per day and
favored large Havana cigars. Morgan
was a large man with piercing eyes
and a deformed nose caused by
rhinophyma. He disliked publicity
and hated being photographed. Morgan
and his wife Fanny had four children.

SATURDAY, APRIL 17, 2021
Today is Herbalist Day, a day to appreciate all those who find natural remedies
to illnesses using herbs. Herbs offer more than just seasoning to food. About
80% of people worldwide rely on herbal remedies for relief from their ailments.

Only Human

Garden Party

A man experiencing stomach pains
was taken to the emergency room.
An X-ray revealed that he had
swallowed a AA battery. When the
man was given an EKG, the test
showed that he was having a heart
attack, despite showing no symptoms
or suffering any heart-related issues.
Doctors concluded that the battery,
a source of electricity, must have
somehow created electrical interference
that mimicked the electric patterns of
a heart attack. Indeed, once the
battery was removed, the man’s
EKG returned to normal.

England’s Longleat House is an
impressive English country mansion,
but perhaps even more impressive is
its hedge maze, the
longest in the world.
16,000 English yews
cover almost two miles
of winding pathway.
The tricky maze has several dead ends.
Luckily, six raised wooden bridges
allow those bold enough to enter the
opportunity to reorient themselves
with a birds-eye view of the maze.
Those who reach the maze’s center are
treated to a tall tower, from which
visitors can plan their escape. Longleat
also offers a safari park complete with
gorillas, lions, cheetahs, and giraffes.

Which title is not like the others?

To Catch a Thief
Rear Window

Vertigo
The Big Sleep

ANSWER: The Big Sleep was a movie by
Hawks; the others are by Hitchcock.
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Riddle Me This
Take me out and scratch my head. I
am now black but once was red.
ANSWER: A match

Word Wise

THE
SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021

On This Date
1775 – American revolutionaries
Paul Revere, William Dawes, and
Samuel Prescott rode through
Massachusetts, giving the warning
that “the Regulars are coming out.”
Later, the phrase “the British are
coming” was attributed to Revere.
The ride was commemorated in
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s
poem “Paul Revere’s Ride.”
1942 – Colonel James Doolittle
led a flight of 16 B-25 bombers to
attack Tokyo. Japanese commanders
considered
the
raid
deeply
embarrassing, and their attempt
to close the perceived gap in their
Pacific defense perimeter led directly
to a decisive American victory at the
Battle of Midway.

Spicy Trivia
Fermenting vinegar and hot
peppers in a French barrel that has
three inches of salt on top makes
Tabasco sauce. The mixture is
aged for three years until all
the salt is diffused.
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Humor of the Day
“A few years ago, I decided
I wanted to be home
with my family.”
~ Rick Moranis

Happy Birthday!
Rick Moranis is an actor and
comedian who was born in Toronto
in 1953. He is best known for his
work on the sketch comedy program
Second City Television (SCTV) and
in films such as
Ghostbusters, Little
Shop of Horrors,
My Blue Heaven,
and Honey, I Shrunk
the Kids. He took a
long hiatus from acting in 1997 to
dedicate his time to his two children
after his wife died. In 2005, he
released the album The Agoraphobic
Cowboy, featuring country songs
with lyrics that follow in the comic
tradition of singer-songwriters such
as Roger Miller. A new project is a
reboot of Honey, I Shrunk the Kids,
called Shrunk.

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021
Today is Piñata Day. Marco Polo discovered hollow, paper oxen filled with

seeds used as new year’s decorations in China. He brought the practice to
Italy, where pignatta means “fragile pot.” The custom then spread to Spain.

The Airbac backpack from By the
Book hopes to be more than just a
backpack. It does have a roomy
interior with multiple pockets to hold
all the essentials, but it also is soft
enough to act as an impromptu seat on
a hard bench, an emergency pillow for
unexpected naps, or even a soft baby
changing station.

Word Scramble
RCOTOTN
Twist or bend out of shape
ANSWER: CONTORT
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You Are What You Eat
The technique of grilling salmon on a
cedar plank was common amongst
tribes of the Pacific Northwest, where
salmon was abundant. Plank grilling
was not limited to the West Coast.
Shad was plank-cooked on the East
Coast and even whitefish in the
Midwest. Prepare the fish by splitting
it and affixing it skin-side-down on
an aromatic wood such as cedar,
hickory, cherry, apple, or alder. Then,
place the plank vertically near the
fire, but not too close. A slow-cooked
fish will absorb the smoky aromas of
the wood without drying out.

Who Said So?
This 15-term California
congresswoman said, “We
should have hope because
we’ve earned it. We’ve
worked for it! It’s ours!”
ANSWER: Maxine Waters

Gadgets & Gizmos

THE
MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021

On This Date
1927 – Mae West was found guilty
of violating morals charges relating
to her Broadway
play Sex. When the
judge asked if she
was trying to show
contempt for the
court, she answered,
“On the contrary, Your Honor, I was
doing my best to conceal it.”
1934 – Shirley Temple made her
debut in the movie
Stand Up and Cheer!
The film was about
efforts undertaken during
the Great Depression to
boost morale.
1951 – General Douglas MacArthur
gave his farewell address to Congress,
saying, “Old soldiers never die, they
just fade away.”

Daily Trivia
General Douglas MacArthur won
a U.S. Medal of Honor during
World War II. His father had
won the U.S. Medal of Honor
during the Civil War.
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Quote of the Day
“The dreams of youth are
the regrets of maturity.”
~ Tim Curry

Happy Birthday!
Tim Curry, born in 1946, is a
prolific English stage, television, and
film actor known
for his delightfully
nefarious characters.
He found fame with
the 1975 cult movie
The Rocky Horror
Picture Show. Curry has worked
on many celebrated theatrical
productions, such as Amadeus,
Hair, The Pirates of Penzance, and
Spamalot. Some of his key film
projects include Annie, Legend,
Clue, Home Alone 2: Lost in New
York, and Kinsey. Curry also has a
successful career as a voice actor
and singer, both on the soundtracks
of his acting projects and as a solo
artist. Two of his albums are Read
My Lips and Fearless.

MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2021
Today is Poker Day. Many believe that this popular card game was

originally an adaptation of the Persian card game As-Nas, the rules of which
are exactly like poker but without flushes or straights.

Fluffy had to put on his best poker
face now that he had fur of a kind.
Now it’s your turn to come up
with a good caption.

Word to the Wise
Ratio is already a mathematical word,
but it has a new meaning related to
Twitter and social media. It is used as
a verb to describe the act of flooding a
tweet or user with negative comments
and replies. To get ratioed means that
your original tweet has lost relevance.
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Golden Memories
On this day 50 years ago, the first
space station, Salyut 1, was
launched into orbit by the Soviet
Union. The unmanned capsule was
in orbit and awaiting habitation
when, two days later, the Soviets
launched Soyuz 10, carrying three
cosmonauts to the space station. The
cosmonauts attempted to dock with
the station for hours but were
unsuccessful. They returned to
Earth having failed to dock with the
space station, but the events gave
the world a glimpse of the future of
space travel and exploration.

Word Wise

Which word is not like the others?

loll
slog

toil
drudge

ANSWER: To loll is to act lazily; the
others mean to work hard.

Picture of the Day

THE
TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021

On This Date
1862 – The first test of pasteurization
was completed by Louis Pasteur
and Claude Bernard. It showed that
carefully heating foods could kill
bacteria without damaging the food.
The process was soon used for beer
and milk.
1902 – Scientists Marie and Pierre
Curie isolated the radioactive
element radium. Being pioneers in
the field, they were unaware of the
harmful effects of radiation. Marie
eventually died of cancer caused
by radiation. Her notebooks are
still radioactive and are stored in
lead-lined boxes.
1909 – New baseball stadiums
debuted in Detroit and Boston. It
was opening day for Tiger Stadium
in Detroit and Fenway Park in
Boston. Tiger Stadium closed in
2001, but Fenway Park is still
going strong.

Did You Know?
Green Eggs and Ham, written
by Dr. Seuss, contains only
50 different words.
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Humor of the Day
“When I was larger, people
said I was fat. Now that I’ve
lost weight, they say I died.”
~ Luther Vandross

Happy Birthday!
Luther Vandross (1951–2005) was
born in New York City and grew up
going to the Apollo theater to hear
such acts as Aretha Franklin and
Dionne Warwick. The exceptionally
talented singer, who
was
known
as
“the Velvet Voice,”
dropped out
of
college to pursue
music and soon had
gigs as an in-demand
backup singer. The Grammy Award
winner was in multiple bands, including
Change. In 1981, he capitalized on
his smooth, romantic sound to launch
a successful solo career. Vandross
released numerous hit songs, such as
“Never Too Much,” “I Can Make It
Better,” and “Superstar.”

TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2021
On this day in 2008, Danica Patrick won the Indy Japan 300. Patrick is
considered the sport’s most successful female racer, and her 2008 victory
remains the only win by a woman in the IndyCar Series of open-wheel racing.

The Games People Play

Who Am I?

The Chinese sport of jianzi might
remind many of America’s hacky
sack craze. In the sport of hacky sack,
players attempt to keep
a small footbag aloft
without using their
hands. Similarly, in
jianzi, players must keep
a heavily weighted shuttlecock in the
air. It is similar to Brazil’s peteca,
where opponents hit a shuttlecock
over a volleyball-like net with their
hands, attempting to have it hit the
ground before the other team can
return it. The historical record shows
that jianzi has been played in China
since the Han dynasty of 200 BC.

My aunt convinced me to join my
church choir at age six, and she
influenced my future singing career.
The local art school wouldn’t admit
Black students, so I studied on my
own with a renowned voice coach of
opera stars. I sang throughout
America and in Europe, and in 1939,
after being denied a concert by the
Daughters of the Revolution at
Constitution Hall, I sang instead at
the Lincoln Memorial before
thousands. I am considered by many
to be a civil rights leader and
champion of equality. Who am I?

ANSWER: Marilyn Monroe
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_P_N_
To express one’s thoughts
and judgments
ANSWER: OPINE

This blonde bombshell of the ’50s
said, “Give a girl the right shoes,
and she can conquer the world.”

ANSWER: Marian Anderson

Who Said So?

Buy a Vowel

THE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021

On This Date
753 BC – Rome was founded by
Romulus and Remus.
1878 – At Engine Company 21 in
Chicago, fireman George Reid slid
down the binding pole from the hayloft
to answer an alarm. His actions inspired
poles in fire stations everywhere.
1986 – The Chernobyl nuclear plant
in Pripyat, Ukraine, exploded in the
world’s worst civil nuclear catastrophe.
1956 – Elvis Presley’s first hit
record, Heartbreak
Hotel, reached No.
1 on the charts. A
newspaper article
about the suicide of
a lonely man who
jumped from a hotel
window inspired the lyrics, which
were written by Tommy Durden and
Mae Boren Axton.
1989 – The student-led Tiananmen
Square protest in China began.

Daily Trivia
Reno, Nevada, is farther west than
Los Angeles, California.
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Quote of the Day
“I would always rather be
happy than dignified.”
~ from Jane Eyre

Happy Birthday!
Charlotte Brontë (1816–1855) was
one of the most famous female
novelists of the Victorian era. Early
in her career, she devoted herself
to poetry. After completing school
and becoming a
teacher, Charlotte
turned to fiction, in
large part because it
had become a more
marketable genre. In
1847, she finished
Jane Eyre, her most popular novel,
which was originally published
under the pen name Currer Bell.
Her other works include Shirley and
Villette. She married parish priest
Arthur Bell Nicholls in 1854 but died
the next year due to complications
with a pregnancy.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2021
Today is Kindergarten Day, honoring the birthday of Friedrich Frobel,

inventor of the first kindergarten in Germany in 1837. Frobel realized that
children have unique learning needs that require a unique form of pedagogy.

Eye in the Sky

Root of the Matter

In 2008, a massive nine-ton meteorite
exploded over the desert of Sudan.
Scientists named it Almahata Sitta
for a nearby bus depot.
Meteor fragments that
were recovered awed
astronomers because
they were studded with
tiny diamonds. Scientists were
equally awed when new analysis of
the meteor showed that the space
rocks were part of a much larger
asteroid, one as large as a small
planet. The meteorite was made up of
unusual minerals that could only
exist on much larger asteroids out in
our solar system. Where that asteroid
is hiding is anyone’s guess.

Chasing rainbows
Those who are criticized for chasing
rainbows are dismissed as pursuing
goals that are unrealistic, fanciful, or
unlikely to happen. The expression
most likely comes from the Irish myth
that pots of gold are hidden by
leprechauns at the end of rainbows. In
this old tale, a couple digs up a carrot
to find a leprechaun dangling from its
end. In exchange for his release, the
clever leprechaun tells the couple they
can find a pot of gold at the end of a
rainbow. The couple ends up chasing
rainbows, without finding any
treasure, for the rest of their days.

Punny Business

L E I C T LAVA

My therapist told me to buy a
book on phobias, but I was
afraid it wouldn’t help me.

To waver between different
opinions, be indecisive
ANSWER: VACILLATE
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Word Scramble

THE
THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021

Today is Earth Day!

On This Date
1970 – Earth Day, an event
encouraging public awareness of the
world’s environmental problems,
was celebrated for the first time.
1980 – Canada announced its
boycott of Moscow’s 1980 Summer
Olympic Games to protest the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan.
1989 – Archaeologists unearthed a
2,000-year-old mummy wrapped in
linen and dried flowers in a goldcovered coffin in the Egyptian oasis
of Fayoum.

Daily Trivia
Melting of the Arctic will not
significantly increase sea levels
because the ice is already floating
in the ocean. However, melting
ice in Greenland will measurably
increase sea levels because
this ice rests on land.
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Quote of the Day
“Once you’ve been in a really
bad movie, there’s a certain
kind of fearlessness you
develop.”
~ Jack Nicholson

Happy Birthday!
Jack Nicholson, born in 1937, is
a celebrated American actor known
for playing snarky, anti-hero rebels.
Some of Nicholson’s many iconic
films include Easy Rider, Carnal
Knowledge,
Prizzi’s
Honor,
Chinatown, The Shining, Batman,
Witches of Eastwick, and The
Departed. He’s been nominated for
a record 12 Academy Awards for
Best Actor, winning
twice, for One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest and As Good
as It Gets. He also
earned an Oscar for
Best Supporting Actor in 1983’s
Terms of Endearment. Nicholson
has also directed several films.

THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2021
Today is Earth Day. In 1970, Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin sponsored

the first Earth Day to raise awareness of air and water pollution. His efforts
spurred the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Think-tionary

Wild Kingdom

legerdemain

In 1920, train operators steering
through the mountain of Japan were
forced to stop their trains when they
saw thousands of poisonous millipedes
crossing the tracks. The insects would
mysteriously return every eight years,
bringing trains to a halt. It was recently
discovered that the millipedes have an
eight-year life cycle. They hatch in
massive swarms and search for new
feeding grounds, a search that forces
them to cross the train tracks. The
phenomenon has become so regular for
the past century that they are called
train millipedes.

ANSWER: A. Only people displaying
legerdemain are recruited as spies.

Toys of Yesteryear

In 1927, Charles Lindbergh made his
famous solo flight across the Atlantic,
inspiring former Navy
pilot Paul Guillow to
start a toy company
in his barn. Guillow
devised a series of balsa wood model
kits, developing 12 different WWI
biplane fighters. Each kit had balsa
wings, wood cement, aircraft dope,
and a bamboo strip for gears and
struts. By 1940, Guillow’s balsa
planes were asked for by name.
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Whatchamacallit?

What do you call a group of
prairie dogs?

burrow

squeak

army

coterie
ANSWER: COTERIE

A. Sleight of hand, or great skill at
deceiving others
or
B. A mayor’s office or other office
where decisions are made

THE
FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2021

On This Date
1014 – Brian Boru, the High King
of Ireland, was killed by a group of
retreating Vikings shortly after his
Irish forces defeated them.
1900 – The word hillbilly was first
used in the New York Journal in
reference to a “free and untrampled
white Alabamian who lived in the
hills. He has no means to speak of,
dresses as he can, talks as he pleases,
drinks whiskey when he gets it, and
fires off his revolver as the fancy
takes him.”
1923 – The New Symphony Orchestra
gave its first concert at Massey Hall
in Toronto. In 1927, the orchestra
changed its name to the Toronto
Symphony Orchestra.

If the Shoe Fits…
The metal instrument used in shoe
stores to measure feet is called the
Brannock device. Charles F. Brannock
invented the device in 1926.
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Quote of the Day
“Good night, good night!
Parting is such sweet sorrow,
that I shall say good night
till it be morrow.”
~ William Shakespeare

Happy Birthday!
William Shakespeare (1564–1616)
was born in England around April
23. His exact birthdate is unknown,
but he was baptized on April 26.
Biographical information is sketchy,
but Shakespeare
likely was an
actor, then a writer
and director. He
is known as the
greatest author in the
English language.
Bedazzled,
new-fangled,
and
fashionable are a few of the many
words Shakespeare introduced.
Shakespeare’s complete works,
including his 39 plays, 154 sonnets,
and other poetry, can be read for free
online at http://shakespeare.mit.edu/.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2021
Today is Movie Theater Day. Many consider the first movie theater to be

Pittsburgh’s Nickelodeon, opened in 1905 by John Harris and Harry Davis.
The cinema got its name from charging five cents, or a nickel, for admission.
By 1908, thousands of similar theaters would be opened across America.

Where Am I?

Mystery to Me

This mountain valley is a hidden
paradise in the Himalayas. The town
lies on the valley floor surrounded
by 18,000-foot peaks. There are
over 155 temples and monasteries in
the area, but none is more striking
than the Tiger’s Nest, a massive
monastery complex built into the
cliffside. Legend tells of a powerful
guru who meditated in the high cave
in the ninth century. In 1692, the
temple was finally built by the
reincarnated guru. Where am I?

Boska Holland is a
company famous for
manufacturing cheese
slicers. It teamed up
with Argentinian designer Rodrigo
Otazu to create a platinum and
diamond-encrusted slicer worth
$28,000 for the Amsterdam Cheese
Museum. Imagine the museum’s
dismay when it was discovered that
the slicer was stolen. Security
cameras caught the thieves on tape,
but they were able to escape. A
reward was posted for the slicer’s
safe return: a cheese basket and the
world’s largest fondue set.

Which word is not like the others?

Venus de Milo

The Thinker

Mona Lisa

David

ANSWER: Mona Lisa is a painting; the
others are statues.
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Who Said So?
This poet, who often found
inspiration in nature, said, “Tell
me, what is it you plan to do with
your one wild and precious life?”
ANSWER: Mary Oliver

ANSWER: Paro Valley, Bhutan

Word Wise

THE
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021

On This Date
1895 – Joshua Slocum, from Brier
Island, Nova Scotia,
left Boston to begin
his solo aroundthe-world voyage
on an 11-meter
oystercatcher. In
1900, he wrote
a book about his journey, Sailing
Alone Around the World, which
became an international bestseller.
1942 – Ingrid Bergman signed with
Warner Bros. to play Ilsa, opposite
Humphrey Bogart, in Casablanca.
She was under contract with David
O. Selznick, but he let her do the
film in exchange for the right to
use Warner Brothers’ Olivia de
Havilland in another film.

Daily Trivia
Honey is the only food that does
not spoil. Honey contains very little
water, and bacteria cannot grow
in it. Honey found in the tombs of
Egyptian pharaohs has been tested
and found to be edible.
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Quote of the Day
“It is beautiful to be
what you are.”
~ John-Paul Gaultier

Happy Birthday!
John Paul Gaultier, born in 1952, is
a celebrated French fashion designer
who launched his famous high
fashion label in 1982. Known for
his irreverent, unorthodox creativity
(such as making a gown out of a
trash bag), his use of unconventional
models, and reimagined takes
on classic designs (including his
signature sailor stripe), he also served
as the creative director of the luxury
goods empire Hermès from 2003 to
2010. Gaultier retired in 2020 after
his 50th-anniversary haute couture
fashion show during
Paris Fashion Week.
He was also a cohost
of the British TV
show Eurotrash from
1993 to 1997.

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021
Today is Kiss of Hope Day. Celebrated on the last Saturday in April, this
day encourages couples and parents to express their love for one another,
providing a valuable example of love for those in their families.

You Are What You Eat

Only Human

Macaroons are believed to have
been invented in an Italian monastery
during the eighth century. Over
the centuries, the recipe for
macaroons evolved from a base of
almond paste to the use of shredded
coconut, finally becoming the small
coconut cakes we know today.
The recipe took a dramatic turn in
the 18th century, when French chefs,
sticking with the original ingredients
of almond paste, sugar, and
egg whites, created a light,
puffy, meringue-like cookie. They
spread jam, cream, or ganache in
between two cookies to create the
French macaron.

It is a common problem, but more
common in men with hairy
stomachs and a little extra belly
paunch: belly button lint. Researcher
Georg Steinhauser spent years
investigating this phenomenon and
determined that yes,
just like a dryer traps
lint from clothing,
belly buttons trap
stray fibers from the
clothes we wear. Hairs surrounding
the navel act as brushes that scrape
and collect fibers from our clothing.
Deeper belly buttons, such as those in
people with bigger bellies, are likely
to collect more lint than those people
with “outies” or shallower navels.

NIGUPM
To dispute the truth or validity of
ANSWER: IMPUGN
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High Five
Can you name the five most
abundant elements in the universe?
ANSWER: 1. Hydrogen; 2. Helium; 3. Oxygen;
4. Carbon; 5. Neon

Word Scramble

THE
SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021

On This Date
1953 – Biochemists
Francis Crick and James
Watson announced their
discovery of DNA,
which
contains
the
genetic instructions used
in the development of all
known living organisms.
1990 – The crew of the U.S. space
shuttle Discovery placed the Hubble
Space Telescope into orbit. The
Hubble has been used to record
a comet’s collision with Jupiter,
provide a direct look at the surface
of Pluto, and view distant galaxies,
gas clouds, and black holes.

Daily Trivia
The last passenger pigeon, named
Martha, died in captivity at the
Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. Her stuffed
body is on permanent display at
the Smithsonian Institution. The
species was once the most abundant
bird in North America.
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Quote of the Day
“The only thing better than
singing is more singing.”
~ Ella Fitzgerald

Happy Birthday!
Ella Fitzgerald (1917–1996) was a
legendary American
jazz singer. Honored
with such names as
the “First Lady of
Song,” “Lady Ella,”
and “Queen of Jazz,”
Fitzgerald had a
powerful, pure voice that spanned
three octaves, and she was known
for her improvisational scat singing.
She began her career with the Chick
Webb Orchestra, a celebrated group
that frequently performed at the
Savoy Ballroom in Harlem, in New
York City. Fitzgerald then launched
a successful solo career that lasted
more than 50 years. Her hits include
“A-Tisket, A-Tasket,” “Dream a Little
Dream of Me,” and “It Don’t Mean a
Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing).”

SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021
Today is License Plates Day. On this day in 1901, Governor Benjamin Odell Jr. of
New York signed a law requiring automobiles to bear initials identifying their
owners. These letters of paint, metal, wood, or leather were the first license plates.

Gadgets & Gizmos

Garden Party

The SpoonTek taste-elevating
spoon is outfitted with electrodes
that deliver mild electric currents
that stimulate and excite the taste
buds. The technology promises to
enhance the taste and flavor of foods
and even improve unpleasant
lingering aftertastes. Food will
never taste bland or boring again.

The artist Claude Monet lived in
Giverny, France, where he famously
painted in his gardens. Monet’s
gardens remain one of the most
visited attractions in all of France.
There are two parts to the garden. The
flower garden known as Clos
Normand lies at the front of the house,
while a Japanese-inspired water
garden sits across the road. The
gardens look like colorful paintings,
dotted with vibrant colors. Monet had
the pond dug and then diverted water
from a nearby brook to fill it. The
pond would eventually grow and
become dotted with the water lilies
that Monet so famously painted.

Buy a Vowel

Who Said So?

_V_RL_ _D

This British philosopher and social
critic said, “The time you enjoy
wasting is not wasted time.”

ANSWER: OVERLOAD
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ANSWERS: Bertrand Russell

Fill too greatly

THE
MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2021

On This Date
1906 – The George N. Pierce
Company purchased land in Buffalo,
New York, for the site of its new
production facility. In 1909, the
company changed its name to
Pierce-Arrow, and it only produced
luxury automobiles.

1937 – During the Spanish Civil War,
the German Luftwaffe indiscriminately
bombed the Basque town of
Guernica in northern Spain.

Did You Know?
The painting Guernica, by Pablo
Picasso, helped bring the Spanish
Civil War to the world’s attention.
Picasso began work on the mural
just 15 days after the bombing.
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Quote of the Day
“The purpose of art is
washing the dust of daily
life off our souls.”
~ Pablo Picasso

Happy Birthday!
Duane Eddy, born in 1938, is a
best-selling instrumentalist from
New York. His signature sound is
a bassy twang on his electric guitar,
which can be heard on the hit records
“Rebel-’Rouser,” “Peter Gunn,”
“Apache,” and “(Dance with the)
Guitar Man.” Eddy
was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame in 1994, and
the Musicians Hall of
Fame and Museum in
2008. He also acted in
several movies and television shows.
Eddy has the distinction of being
the only instrumentalist to have had
top-10 hit singles in four different
decades in the United Kingdom, and
he performed various concerts there
during his 80th birthday tour in 2018.

MONDAY, APRIL 26, 2021
Today is Richter Scale Day, honoring the birth of seismologist

Charles Richter on this day in 1900. Before Richter’s scale measured the
magnitude of earthquakes, earthquakes were measured using the Mercalli
scale, which relied on the feelings of those who experienced the quake.

Russians have been playing their own
version of baseball called lapta for
400 years. Truth be told, lapta is very
rare in Russia today, played only by
small enclaves of fanatics. Soldiers of
Peter the Great’s army once played
the game to stay in shape. Two teams
of three occupy two halves of a field.
One team pitches the ball to a batter
who hits it as hard as he can. The
fielding team must get the ball and
throw it at the batter to get him out.
The batter must run from the batting
area into the field and back again
without being hit with the ball. The
side that can get their entire team
home without being tagged with the
ball is the winner.

Name Three
Can you name three island nations that
begin with the letter I?
ANSWER: Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland
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Picture of the Day

The official response to
the earthquake did not
inspire confidence.
Now it’s your turn to come
up with a good caption.

Word Scramble
ERMIMSE
To submerge in liquid
ANSWER: IMMERSE

The Games People Play

THE
TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2021

On This Date
1967 – Prime Minister Lester B.
Pearson officially opened the 1967
International and Universal Exposition
in Montreal. The six-month event
was Canada’s first
world’s fair. A
notable feature of
Expo 67 was the
World
Festival
of Entertainment,
featuring opera, ballet, and theater
companies alongside orchestras,
jazz groups, and pop musicians.
1994 – South African voters elected
Nelson Mandela to head
a coalition government
in the country’s first
multiracial election. He
supported reconciliation
and helped South Africa
transition toward democracy.

Daily Trivia
Armored French knights raised
their visors to show their faces as
a way to signal friendly intentions.
This custom evolved into a simple
touching of headgear to become
the modern military salute.
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Quote of the Day
“Never let the fear of
striking out keep you
from coming up to bat.”
~ Babe Ruth

Happy Birthday!
Alice Allison Dunnigan (1906–1983)
was the first African American
female journalist to be granted White
House press credentials. Dunnigan
was teaching at a segregated school
when she realized how little her
students knew about their own
heritage. She wrote pamphlets
called “The Kentucky Fact Sheets”
to fill in some of the
blanks. Dunnigan
left teaching during
World War II to
pursue journalism in
Washington, D.C.,
as a correspondent for a Chicago
newspaper. Later, she served on
President Kennedy’s education cabinet
and wrote her memoirs.

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2021
Today is Babe Ruth Day, a day first celebrated in 1947 at New York’s
Yankee Stadium. At the time, Ruth was suffering from throat cancer. Yankee
officials organized the event to celebrate the life of their “Sultan of Swat.”

Bookworm

Centennial Memories

In this novel, the world is in a state
of perpetual war and three totalitarian
superstates vie for power. The
protagonist is a bureaucratic worker for
the regime, but he longs to rebel and
live freely, as he once did before war.
He falls in love with a coworker and,
together they seek to overthrow the
ruling party, but together they are
captured because love is forbidden. He
is held as a prisoner until his
individuality is crushed and he is forced
to return to life as a meek nobody.
What book is it?

On this day 100 years ago,
the Douglass National Bank, one of
the first African American banks
in America, received its charter.
Entrepreneur P.W. Chavers dedicated
his life to establishing a
Black economy in and
around Chicago. With
businessman Anthony
Overton, Chavers opened his bank in
the hopes of securing the financial
standing of Chicago’s “Black Belt,”
a series of
African American
neighborhoods. The Douglass National
Bank would remain one of Chicago’s
most prominent Black banks until Wall
Street’s 1929 crash.

D_C_ _P_G_
The art of decorating objects
with paper cutouts
ANSWER: DECOUPAGE
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Riddle Me This
A house of wood in a hidden place,
built without nails or glue. High
above the earthen ground, it holds
pale gems of blue.
ANSWER: A bird nest

ANSWER: 1984, by George Orwell

Buy a Vowel

THE
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 2021

On This Date
1789 – Three weeks into a journey
from Tahiti to the West Indies,
the HMS Bounty was seized in a
mutiny led by
Fletcher Christian,
the master’s mate.
Captain William
Bligh and 18
supporters were
set adrift in a small boat, and the
Bounty set course for Tubuai.
1937 – The first animated cartoon
electric sign was displayed on a
building on Broadway in New York
City. It used 2,000 bulbs, and its
four-minute show included a cavorting
horse and ball-tossing cats.
1968 – Montreal native Galt
MacDermot opened his rock musical
Hair on Broadway. Original cast
recordings sold more than five
million copies.

Beatles Trivia
At the end of the Beatles’ song “A
Day in the Life,” Paul McCartney
recorded an ultrasonic whistle,
audible only to dogs, for the benefit
of his Shetland sheepdog.
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Quote of the Day
“It’s so much better to
promote what you love than
to bash what you hate.”
~ Jessica Alba

Happy Birthday!
Jessica Alba, born in 1981, is a
talented actress and entrepreneur.
The Californian began acting as a
teen and got her big
break as the lead in
Fox’s science-fiction
drama Dark Angel
(2000–2002). Since
then, Alba has starred
in numerous TV shows
and movies, including Honey, Fantastic
Four, Spy Kids, Good Luck Chuck,
and L.A.’s Finest. She’s also the hugely
successful businesswoman who
cofounded the Honest Company,
a household goods company that
started as a non-toxic diaper service
and now offers over 100 products
and has sales in the multi-millions.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 2021
Today is Superhero Day, a day created by workers at Marvel comics to allow
fans to choose their favorite superhero. But you don’t need to choose a fictional
hero to celebrate this day. You may choose to honor a real-life superhero.

Wild Kingdom

Root of the Matter

Everyone knows that snakes slither, but
some snakes can fly! Paradise tree
snakes are known to launch themselves
from high in trees and slither through
the air, gliding safely from one treetop
to another. Scientists in Guam were
flabbergasted to discover
yet another form of snake
movement they call
“lasso climbing.” Brown
tree snakes wrap their bodies around a
tree or pole like a lasso and slowly
wriggle upward. The brown tree snakes
have used this form of movement to
find and eat unsuspecting birds,
decimating populations on the island.

Salt of the earth

This shining three-time Academy
Award winner might have been
cuckoo when he suggested, “Just let
the wardrobe do the acting.”
ANSWER: Jack Nicholson
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Whatchamacallit?
What do you call a group
of raccoons?

delegation

banditry

gaze

litter
ANSWER: GAZE

Who Said So?

If someone is called the salt of the
earth, they are receiving high praise
for the quality of their character.
The phrase comes from the book of
Matthew in the Bible, quoting Jesus
from his Sermon on the Mount: “Ye
are the salt of the earth.” Salt was a
highly valued commodity, both for
its taste and its use in preserving
food. Salt was even used as a form
of payment, hence the use of its
Latin form sal in the word salary.
Salt as a metaphor for quality is also
used in the idiom worth his salt.

THE
THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021

On This Date
Quote of the Day

1852 – The first edition of Roget’s
Thesaurus was released. Peter Mark
Roget developed the book not just
as a reference, but as a method for
organizing and classifying ideas.

“The whole celebrity thing
never is normal.”

1913 – Swedish engineer Gideon
Sundback
patented
the all-purpose zipper.
His Lightning Fastener
Company was based in
St. Catharines, Ontario.

Happy Birthday!

1944 – Dancing Romeo, the 220th
and final Our Gang (aka The Little
Rascals) short comedy film, was
released. The series broke new
ground by portraying boys and girls
as well as white and Black children
playing together as equals.
2011 – Prince William and Kate
Middleton were married at
Westminster Abbey in London. They
now have three children: George,
age 7; Charlotte, age 5; and Louis,
age 3.

Did You Know?
Maine is the closest U.S.
state to Africa.
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~ Michelle Pfeiffer

Michelle Pfeiffer, born in 1958, is
an acclaimed actress who ruled the
silver screen in the 1980s and 1990s.
The stunning blond has skillfully
portrayed a wide range of characters,
earning her many
accolades, including
Emmy and Academy
Award nominations
and a Golden Globe
Award. She’s had
many hit movies,
such as Scarface, Married to the
Mob, Dangerous Liaisons, The
Fabulous Baker Boys, Batman
Returns, and The Age of Innocence.
Two more recent film projects are
the dark comedy French Exit and the
thriller Turn of Mind. She is married
to television writer David E. Kelley.

THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021
Today is World Wish Day. On this day in 1980, seven-year-old Chris Greicius

was granted his lifelong wish to become a police officer. Despite suffering from
fatal leukemia, Greicius was sworn in as an honorary officer in Arizona.

Fashion of Yesteryear

Household Tips

Stirrup pants were first
worn in the 1920s by
female equestrians, who
were moving fully into the
saddle from the sidesaddle
position. In the 1930s, they were
worn by skiers from Germany’s
Olympic ski team. But it wasn’t until
the 1980s that stirrup pants became a
fashion trend. As part of the aerobics
craze, women began wearing
leggings with stirrups that fit under
the arch of the foot. Stirrup pants
soon became despised and the butt of
fashion jokes… until they returned to
fashion catwalks in 2017!

Coffee makers are often used every
morning and, over time, minerals
found in water can build up inside
the machine, a phenomenon known
as calcification. Luckily, there is an
easy way to de-calcify machines:
vinegar. Fill the reservoir with
equal parts vinegar and water. Turn
the machine to brew, but stop it
halfway. This will allow the
solution to both run through the
machine but also sit in the reservoir,
where it will eat away any stubborn
mineral buildup. Run the machine
again twice with fresh water to rinse
out the vinegar.

Screen Gems

Word Scramble

In this romantic comedy sci-fi
musical, this valley girl exclaims, “As
if things weren’t bad enough, now I’ve
been abducted by aliens.”

MATVINI

ANSWER: VITAMIN

ANSWER: Geena Davis as Valerie Gail in
Earth Girls Are Easy (1988)
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Essential nutrient needed
by the body to survive

THE
FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 2021

On This Date
Quote of the Day

1803 – France and the U.S.
concluded negotiations for the
Louisiana Purchase, a massive land
purchase that doubled the size of the
American Republic.

“If it’s funny, I’ll do anything.”

1859 – Charles Dickens’ A Tale
of Two Cities was published. The
31 weekly installments ran in the
periodical All the Year Round.

Happy Birthday!

1960 – Lt. General H.D. Graham
retired from the Canadian Armed
Forces. He was the last officer
with a World War I ribbon to leave
the service.
1975 – The Vietnam War finally
ended when the North Vietnamese
troops entered the Independence
Palace of South Vietnam in Saigon.
Vietnamese refer to the war as the
American War.

Word Trivia
The names of all the continents
end with the same letter that they
start with (not counting the
words “North” and “South”).
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~ Cloris Leachman

Cloris Leachman (1926-2021) was
a beloved American actress
and comedian who worked in
entertainment since 1942. From the
iconic TV shows The Mary Tyler
Moore Show and Phyllis to dozens of
films, such as Young Frankenstein,
History of the World, Part I, The
Beverly Hillbillies, The Croods,
and Butch Cassidy
and the Sundance
Kid,
Leachman
made her mark on
Hollywood. She
won an Academy
Award for Best
Supporting Actress for 1971’s The
Last Picture Show. Leachman
starred in the 2008’s Dancing with
the Stars and published Cloris: My
Autobiography in 2009.

FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 2021
Today is Arbor Day. The first Arbor Day took place in Nebraska in 1872. More
than one million trees were planted on that day! 250 million trees have been
planted since then, a testament to the importance of trees for all living things.

thalweg
A. The middle of a waterway that
is the border between states
or
B. The waterproof hides of sea
mammals used as raincoats
ANSWER: A. The two warring countries
dared not cross the river’s thalweg.

When Was It?
It was during this year that Amelia
Earhart was officially pronounced dead
over a year after her
mysterious disappearance.
John Steinbeck published
The Grapes of Wrath.
Batman debuted in Detective Comics
#27. Lou Gehrig ended his streak of
2,130 baseball games played. The
Wizard of Oz premiered in Hollywood,
and Germany invaded Poland, starting
World War II. When was it?
ANSWER: 1939
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What’s the Difference?
What’s the difference between a
mineral and a rock? Minerals are
individual inorganic elements with
crystalline structures. This basically
means that they are not alive and
occur naturally in the earth. Rocks
are made up of many different
minerals. If you think of a rock as a
chocolate cookie, then think of the
flour, sugar, butter, and chocolate
chips as the minerals that make up
the rock cookie. A crystal is a term
for a mineral that has a crystalline
structure. Patterns of atoms make
crystals geometric and shiny.

Buy a Vowel
R_D_ _BT_BL_
Formidable and worthy
of respect
ANSWER: REDOUBTABLE

Think-tionary

