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On This Date
1914 – The passenger pigeon became 
extinct when the last bird, a hen 
named Martha, died at the Cincinnati 
Zoo. The birds once made up 25 to 
40 percent of America’s total avian 
population, and mile-wide flocks 
could darken the sky for hours. The 
extinction spurred new conservation 
laws that prevented many other 
species from disappearing.
1939 – German troops attacked the 
city of Danzig, Poland, setting off 
the Second World War.
1985 – A joint American-French 
expedition located the wreck of 
the RMS Titanic. The wreck was 
discovered at a depth of 12,500 
feet about 370 miles off the coast  
of Newfoundland.

Sweet Trivia
The first chocolate bar was produced 
in England in 1847 by the Fry & Son 

company, which later became  
part of Cadbury.

Happy Birthday!
Gloria Estefan, born in 1957, is  

a Cuban American 
singer and songwriter 
who has sold more 
than 115 million 
records worldwide. 
The acclaimed three-
time Grammy Award 

winner began her career as the lead 
singer in the group Miami Latin Boys, 
which later became Miami Sound 
Machine. She reached stardom in 
1985 with the hit song “Conga.” 
Many other smash hits followed, 
including “Get on Your Feet” and 
“Rhythm Is Gonna Get You.” Her 
life story is now chronicled in the 
Tony Award-nominated Broadway 
musical On Your Feet!

Quote of the Day
“Music is almost mystical to 
me. It really has an incredibly 

powerful force.”
~ Gloria Estefan
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On This Date
1666 – The Great Fire of London 
accidentally started in the house of 
King Charles II’s baker. The blaze 
burned for four days and destroyed 
about 13,000 homes.
1912 – The first Calgary Stampede 
was held. The rodeo merged with 
the Calgary Industrial Exhibition in 

1923. The expo, 
billed as “The 
Greatest Outdoor 
Show on Earth,” 
regularly hosts 
British royalty, 
including William 
and Kate in 2011.

1935 – A deadly hurricane hit the 
Florida Keys, killing 423 people.
1945 – The Japanese officially 
surrendered to the Allies aboard 
the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 
General Douglas MacArthur and 
Japanese officials took part in a 
ceremony watched worldwide.

You Don’t Say!
Since the moon has no atmosphere, 
footprints left there by astronauts 
will remain for millions of years.

Happy Birthday!
Keanu Reeves, born in 1964, is  

a much admired, 
versatile Canadian 
actor who has been 
a prominent leading 
man since he first 
caught audiences’ 
attention with his 

excellent performances in 1986’s 
teen psychological drama River’s 
Edge and 1989’s comedy Bill & 
Ted’s Excellent Adventure. Some of 
Reeves’ other popular films include 
Speed, The Matrix, The Lake House, 
and the John Wick series. The  
multi-talented actor also directed the 
movie Man of Tai Chi and played 
bass guitar in the band Dogstar.

Quote of the Day
“If you can make a woman 

laugh, you’re seeing the  
most beautiful thing  

on God’s Earth.”
~ Keanu Reeves

 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2021
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On This Date
1783 – Benjamin Franklin and 
John Jay signed the Treaty of Paris, 
ending the American Revolutionary 
War. The accord fixed the Canadian 
boundary along the St. Lawrence 
River and through the Great Lakes. 

1923 – Rosita, starring Toronto 
native Mary Pickford, premiered in 
New York City. The film was the 
first made in America by German 
director Ernst Lubitsch. 

1976 – The unmanned NASA 
spacecraft Viking 2 
made a successful 
landing on Mars. 
The lander examined 
the planet’s soil and 

sent color photos back to Earth for 
1,316 days. Currently, NASA has 
six active Mars missions. Its goals 
are to determine if life ever existed 
on the planet and to prepare for 
human exploration.

Animal Trivia
African lungfish can survive for 
several months on land. They are 

carnivores, eating frogs and  
other small fish.

Happy Birthday!
Brian Linehan (1944–2004) was a 
popular television host who grew up 
in Hamilton, Ontario, as one of seven 
children. Best known for his celebrity 
interviews, he was acclaimed for his 
composure, conversation style, and 
in-depth questions. 
He was the host 
of City Lights, a 
program produced 
in Toronto that aired 
throughout Canada 
and the United States from 1973 until 
1989. The Brian Linehan Charitable 
Foundation works to promote 
Canadian talent. His biography, 
Starring Brian Linehan: A Life Behind 
the Scenes, was published in 2008.

Quote of the Day
“TV cameras seem to add  

10 pounds to me. So, I make  
it a policy never to eat  

TV cameras.”
~ Kitty Carlisle

 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2021
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On This Date
1872 – Although now observed 
on the first Monday in September, 
Labour Day was celebrated for the 
first time in Canada on this date. 
Union workers held a parade to 
protest 12-hour workdays and laws 
banning unions.

1899 – The Royal Victoria College 
for Women opened at McGill 
University in Montreal.

1972 – Art thieves robbed the 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts of 
18 paintings and other art pieces, 
including works by Rubens, 
Rembrandt, Corot, and Delacroix. 
They have never been recovered.

Daily Trivia
Rainbows can occur only when  

the sun is 42 degrees or less above 
the horizon and always appear  
in the section of sky directly 

opposite the sun.

Happy Birthday!
Beyoncé Knowles-Carter, born in  

1981, is the dynamic 
singer and actress 
better known simply 
as Beyoncé. She rose 
to fame as the lead  
singer of Destiny’s 
Child, one of the most 

successful girl groups of all time. She 
has garnered even greater acclaim 
as a solo artist, with No. 1 singles, 
including “All the Single Ladies,” 
and multiple hit albums including 
4, Lemonade, and her more recent 
collaboration with husband Jay-Z, 
Everything Is Love. Beyoncé has 
also starred in films and as the voice 
of Nala in the most recently released 
version of The Lion King (2019).

Quote of the Day
“I love my job, but it’s more 

than that: I need it.”
~ Beyoncé

 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2021
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1914 – The Battle of the Marne began. 
The first significant Allied victory 
of World War I, this campaign 
derailed Germany’s plan for a quick 
victory. Six hundred Paris taxicabs 
were used to transport French troops 
to the front lines.

1914 – Babe Ruth hit his first home 
run as a professional player. He was 
playing for the Providence Grays, 
a minor league team of the Boston 
Red Sox, when they faced the 
Toronto Maple Leafs at Hanlan’s 
Point Stadium in Toronto.

1935 – Tumbling Tumbleweeds, the 
first of many westerns 
starring Gene Autry, 
opened in theaters. The 
movie featured several 
songs, including the 

classic “Tumbling Tumbleweeds.”

Fun Fact
The characters of Homer, Marge, 
Lisa, and Maggie were given the 
same first names as The Simpsons 
creator Matt Groening’s real-life 
father, mother, and two sisters.

Happy Birthday!
Bob Newhart, born in 1929, is an  
iconic stand-up comedian and actor.  
The hilarious “straight-man” star of 
the Bob Newhart Show and Newhart 
began his comedy career at age 30 
through bits on the radio, which 
he dubbed “long telephone calls 
about absurd scenarios.” His 1960 
comedy album, The Button-Down 
Mind of Bob Newhart, hit No. 1 on 
the Billboard charts and won him 
a Grammy for 
Best New Artist. 
Newhart was a 
recurrent guest 
star as Professor 
Proton on The Big 
Bang Theory.

Humor of the Day
“Sometimes you forget  

you’re famous. You  
wonder, ‘Why is that  
person staring at me?’”

~ Bob Newhart

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2021
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Happy Labour Day!

On This Date
1522 – Ferdinand Magellan’s ship,  
the Victoria, arrived in Spain, 
thus completing the first world 
circumnavigation. Sadly, the explorer 
had died in the Philippines halfway 
through the three-year voyage.

1988 – A combination baseball cap 
and baseball glove was patented.

1991 – The original name of Russia’s 
second-largest city was restored on 
this day to St. Petersburg. The city, 
founded by Peter the Great in 1703, 
was known as Leningrad from 1924 
until 1991.

Daily Trivia
Roses are valued for their romantic 

symbolism, but their blooms are 
also edible. They have a flavor  

like that of green apples  
and strawberries.

Happy Birthday!
John Macleod (1876–1935) was 
a Scottish physician, professor, 
medical researcher, and Nobel Prize 

recipient. In 1918, he 
became a professor 
of physiology at 
the University of 
Toronto. He worked 
with Charles Best  

and Frederick Banting on the 
discovery and isolation of insulin, 
for which they were awarded a Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medicine in 
1923. Macleod also wrote 11 books 
and developed the university’s  
six-year course in medicine. He 
finished his career as a professor at 
the University of Aberdeen.

Quote of the Day
“True peace is not merely  
the absence of war; it is  
the presence of justice.”

~ Jane Addams

 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2021
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On This Date
1572 – An anonymous Basque 
fisherman bought four scallops, 
marking Canada’s earliest recorded 
business transaction. 

1818 – King Carl III of Sweden 
became king of Norway. The  
two kingdoms were united from 
1814 until 1905.

1860 – Eighteen-year-old Albert 
Edward, the Prince of Wales, visited 
Toronto. The 
occasion marked 
the first recorded 
use of the maple 
leaf as an official  
Canadian emblem.

1940 – Hundreds of German planes 
bombed London in the first of 57 
consecutive nights of bombing. 
The Luftwaffe had been targeting 
Royal Air Force airfields and radar 
stations, and the shift to London 
gave the RAF a chance to rebuild.

Daily Trivia
The 1926 Ford Model T Runabout 
was the lowest priced mass-produced 

American car. It cost $260.

Happy Birthday!
Gloria Gaynor, born in 1943, is a 
disco-era icon whose 1978 hit song 
“I Will Survive” 
became an anthem 
of her generation and 
is routinely ranked 
as the No. 1 dance 
song of all time. 
Some of the singer’s 
other well-known singles include 
“Never Can Say Goodbye,” “Let Me 
Know (I Have a Right),” and “I Am 
What I Am.” In her autobiography, 
I Will Survive, Gaynor describes her 
childhood in Newark, New Jersey, 
as music-filled and happy and says 
that singing professionally was her 
life-long dream. In 2020, she won 
a Grammy Award for her gospel 
album Testimony.

Quote of the Day
“When I am onstage, all is 

right with the world.”
~ Gloria Gaynor

 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2021
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On This Date
1565 – Spanish colonists led by 
explorer Pedro Menéndez de Avilés 
established the first permanent 
European settlement in North 
America in St. Augustine, Florida.
1918 – The Spanish influenza virus 
arrived with servicemen returning 
from France. The virus spread and 
killed about 50,000 Canadians over 
the next few years. 
1977 – Toronto swimmer Cindy 
Nicholas, age 20, became the first 
woman to swim the English Channel 
nonstop in both directions.

1986 – The Oprah Winfrey Show 
made its national premiere. The 
highly influential daytime show 
went on to become the highest-rated 
talk show in history and was on the 
air for 25 seasons.

Did You Know?
Goodbye is a contraction of  

God be with ye.

Happy Birthday!
Patsy Cline (1932–1963) was a 
country music superstar whose life 

was cut short by a 
plane crash at age 
30. Though brief, 
her singing career 
had huge impact. 
Cline was the first 
woman inducted 

into the Country Music Hall of 
Fame and is considered one of the 
best singers of the 20th century. Her 
rich, heartbreakingly emotive voice 
lives on in her iconic hits, such as 
“Walkin’ After Midnight,” “Crazy,” 
“Sweet Dreams,” and “I Fall to 
Pieces.” In 1960, she realized her 
lifelong dream of performing at the 
Grand Ole Opry.

Quote of the Day
“If I made a list of the people I 
admire, Mom would probably 

fill up half of it.”
~ Patsy Cline

 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2021
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On This Date
1947 – The first documented case 
of a computer bug was recorded 
when a moth got caught in a relay 
of the Harvard Mark II computer at 
Harvard University.

1956 – Elvis Presley sang “Don’t 
Be Cruel” and “Hound Dog” on 
Ed Sullivan’s television show and 
shocked the audience with suggestive 
hip gyrations.

1963 – The first live birth in captivity 
of a giant panda took place at Beijing 
Zoo in China.

1966 – Prompted by Ralph Nader’s 
book about the Chevy Corvair, Unsafe 
at Any Speed, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson signed the National Traffic 
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act into law.

Did You Know?
A panda’s daily diet consists almost 
entirely of the leaves, stems, and 
shoots of various bamboo species. 

This reliance on  
bamboo makes 
them vulnerable 
to any loss of 
their habitat.

Happy Birthday!
Otis Redding (1941–1967) was an 
American singer-songwriter from 
Macon, Georgia, who died tragically 
in a plane crash with his band at 
the age of 26. Known for his raw, 
powerfully emotional, strong, and 
sincere voice, the soul music legend 
epitomized the sound of the 1960s. 
Some of his most iconic songs 
include “I’ve Been Loving You 

Too Long (to Stop 
Now),” “Try a 
Little Tenderness,” 
“(Sittin’ on) The 
Dock of the Bay,” 
and “Papa’s Got a 
Brand New Bag.”

Quote of the Day
“If you took a little of Sam 
Cooke and a little of Little 
Richard and poured it in a  

jar and shook it up and  
poured it out, you would  

get Otis Redding.”
~ Steve Cropper

 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2021
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1953 – Swanson sold its first TV 
dinner. The company based its 
advertising campaign around the 
hottest trend of that year—the TV.

1955 – The television western series 
Gunsmoke, starring 
James Arness as 
Marshal Matt Dillon, 
debuted on television. 
The show ran for  
635 episodes until 
March 31, 1975.

1978 – Arlyne Rhode set the 
Women’s Footbow Flight World 
Record with a distance shot of 1,113 
yards. The record still stands in the 
Guinness Book of World Records. A 
footbow is braced with the feet and 
pulled back with both arms.

Geology Trivia
The Great Lakes gain about  

one-half inch per year in elevation 
because of post-glacial rebound. 
Land that was depressed by the 
huge weight of ice sheets is still 
recovering 10,000 years later.

Happy Birthday!
Arnold Palmer (1929–2016) was 
an exceptional and very popular 
American professional golfer—so  
good that he was crowned with 
the nickname “the King.” He 
won an astounding 62 PGA Tour 
titles between 1955 and 1973 and 
scored 95 professional wins over 
50 years of competition. Palmer 
was honored with the PGA Tour 
Lifetime Achievement Award in 
1998 and is also in the World Golf 
Hall of Fame. He’s 
also known for a 
popular summertime 
beverage, the Arnold 
Palmer, which is a 
mixture of iced tea 
and lemonade.

Quote of the Day
“Winning isn’t everything,  

but wanting it is.”
~ Arnold Palmer

 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2021
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1944 – At the Chateau Frontenac, 
Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie 
King hosted the second Quebec 
Conference. U.S. President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill attended 
this meeting to plan for the invasion 
of Germany. 

1986 – Vancouver, Toronto, and 
Montreal Stock Exchanges saw the 
greatest decline since Black Thursday 
in 1929. 

2001 – Terrorist attacks killed nearly 
3,000 people when they destroyed 
the World Trade Towers in New 
York City and part of the Pentagon 
in Washington, D.C., and downed a 
passenger airliner in Pennsylvania.

Did You Know?
Actor Cliff Robertson was flying a 
private plane over New York City 
on September 11, 2001, when the 
first Boeing 767 struck the World 
Trade Center. He was instructed  

to land immediately.

Happy Birthday!
William S. Porter (1862–1910) was  
a master of short stories from 

Greensboro, North 
Carolina. The writer 
moved to New York 
City in 1902 after 
serving a year in jail 
for embezzlement. 
While locked up, 

he adopted the pen name O. Henry 
and went on to publish hundreds of 
stories. “The Gift of the Magi” and 
“The Ransom of Red Chief” are two 
of his most well-known works. His 
short stories are celebrated for their 
wit, wordplay, warm characterization, 
clever plot twists, and surprise 
endings. His legacy includes the 
annual O. Henry Award, which is 
given to outstanding short stories. 

Quote of the Day
“Write what you like,  
there is no other rule.”

~ William S. Porter

 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2021
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1928 – Actress Katharine Hepburn 
made her stage debut in Baltimore, 
Maryland. The play was titled 
The Czarina. Four years later she 
would make her first film, A Bill  
of Divorcement.
1940 – Four French teenagers followed 
their dog into a cavern near Lascaux, 
France, and discovered magnificent 
Stone Age cave paintings. 

1987 – The cartoon Fraggle Rock 
debuted on television, co-produced 
by CBC-TV and Jim Henson 
Associates. Canadian children’s 
poet Dennis Lee wrote lyrics for 
the songs. Using puppets, the show 
dealt with issues such as prejudice 
and social conflict.

Daily Quiz
Q: What artist painted Madonnas, 

decorated the papal apartment walls, 
and is buried in the Roman Pantheon?

A: Raphael

Happy Birthday!
Jesse Owens (1913–1980) was an 

American track-
and-field star who 
won an incredible 
four gold medals 
(100 meters, 200 
meters, long jump, 
and 4x100-meter 

relay) at the 1936 Olympic Games in 
Berlin, Germany. The phenomenal 
athlete, who grew up in Oakville, 
Alabama, set three world records 
and tied another, all in less than 
an hour, at the 1935 Big Ten track 
meet, an accomplishment heralded 
as “the greatest 45 minutes ever in 
sport.” In 1976, he was awarded the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom by 
President Gerald Ford.

Quote of the Day
“Find the good. It’s all around 
you. Find it, showcase it, and 

you’ll start believing it.”
~ Jesse Owens

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
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1759 – At the Battle of Quebec on the 
Plains of Abraham, British General 
James Wolfe’s army defeated the 
French forces. “Measured by the 
numbers engaged, the Battle of 
Quebec was but a heavy skirmish,” 
wrote historian Francis Parkman. 
“Measured by results, it was one of 
the great battles of the world.”

1833 – The first imported shipment 
of ice arrived in Calcutta, India, 
from Boston, Massachusetts. The 
180 tons of New England lake ice 
lasted for the four months of the trip 
due to the specially insulated hold 
of the clipper ship Tuscany.

Daily Trivia
Studies have shown that Friday the 
13th is no more likely to have bad 
things happen than any other day. 

Psychologists say that the superstition 
continues due to our tendency to look 
for things that verify our beliefs and 
forget the things that contradict them.

Happy Birthday!
Roald Dahl (1916–1990) was the 
prolific master storyteller responsible 
for such children’s classics as James 
and the Giant Peach, Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, and Fantastic 
Mr. Fox. The British writer, who 
was a spy and an ace fighter pilot in 
World War II, also created fabulous 
stories for adults, including “The 
Wonderful Story of 
Henry Sugar” and 
“The Hitchhiker.” 
Dahl won the World 
Fantasy Award for 
Life Achievement in  
1983. He also wrote screenplays, 
including two adaptions of Ian 
Fleming novels: Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang and You Only Live Twice.

Quote of the Day
“Those who don’t believe in 

magic will never find it.”
~ Roald Dahl

 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2021
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1867 – The first volume of Das 
Kapital by Karl Marx was published. 
The book discussed the exploitation 
of the laboring classes.
1890 – A geological survey by 
Canadian engineers discovered oil 
sands along the Athabasca River  
in Alberta. 
1927 – Isadora Duncan, the mother 
of modern dance, was strangled to 
death when her trademark long, 

red scarf got caught 
in the rear wheel of 
the brand-new sports 
car in which she  
was riding. 

2015 – Physicists at Caltech and 
MIT detected gravitational waves 
for the first time. This phenomenon 
was predicted by Albert Einstein 
100 years earlier.

Lone Ranger Trivia
Tonto did not appear until episode 
11. Prior to that, the Lone Ranger 
would monologue to himself in 
the middle of nowhere, keeping 

the audience apprised of what was 
going on since no one else could.

Happy Birthday!
Clayton Moore (1914–1999) is best 

remembered as the 
Lone Ranger on the 
television series of 
the same name. The 
show was the first 
western written for 
television. Earlier 

in Moore’s career, he was a circus 
acrobat, stuntman, and model. He 
served in the U.S. Air Force during 
World War II. The Lone Ranger and 
Tonto, played by Jay Silverheels, 
roamed the West battling evil and 
helping the downtrodden. In his 
personal life, Moore strove to follow 
the Lone Ranger creed and was a 
positive role model for millions of kids.

Quote of the Day
“I will continue wearing the 
white hat and the black mask 

until I ride up into the big 
ranch in the sky.”
~ Clayton Moore

 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021
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1885 – Jumbo the Elephant of the 
Barnum & Bailey Circus died  
in St. Thomas, Ontario, when a 
locomotive accidentally struck him.

1916 – The British used tanks for 
the first time during the Battle of 
the Somme in World War I. While 
the tanks did not bring a victory for 
the Allies, General Douglas Haig 
realized their potential and ordered 
hundreds more.

1954 – The iconic picture of Marilyn 
Monroe laughing as the skirt of 
her white dress was blown up by a 
subway vent was carefully planned 
by her pal, photographer Sam Shaw, 
during the filming of the movie The 
Seven Year Itch.

Daily Trivia
In 1199, King Richard the 

Lionheart laughed at a French 
archer wielding a crossbow and 

using a frying pan as a makeshift 
shield. But the French soldier got 

the last laugh. He shot Richard, who 
died of his wounds weeks later.

Happy Birthday!
Agatha Christie (1890–1976) wrote  
80 detective novels as well as 
numerous short stories and plays, 
revolutionizing the mystery story. 
Her works have been translated into 
over 100 languages, and roughly  
four billion copies of her novels have 
been sold. Two of her best-loved 
characters are Detective Hercule Poirot 
and Miss Marple. After divorcing 
her first husband, she married 
archaeologist Max 
Mallowan. Agatha 
received the title 
Dame Commander 
of the Order of the 
British Empire.

Quote of the Day
“Good advice is always  
certain to be ignored,  
but that’s no reason  

not to give it.”
~ Agatha Christie

 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2021
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1620 – The Mayflower departed from  
Plymouth, England, with 102 pilgrims 
on board.

1932 – Mohandas Gandhi began 
a hunger strike to protest the caste 
system in India. He broke his fast 
six days later when his demands 
were met.

1938 – Tommy Dorsey and His 
Orchestra recorded the swing 
classic “Boogie Woogie” for Victor 
Records. The song became one of 
Dorsey’s biggest hits. 

1966 – The Metropolitan Opera 
House opened at Lincoln Center in 
New York City with the premiere of 
Samuel Barber’s opera Antony and 
Cleopatra. Today, the facility also 
hosts the American Ballet Theatre 
in the summer months.

Did You Know?
In Britain’s House of Commons, 

two red lines separate the 
government and opposition  

sides of the House. The distance 
between the lines is the length  

of two swords.

Happy Birthday!
Lauren Bacall (1924–2014) was born  
Betty Joan Perske. The gorgeous, 
commanding screen idol, known for 
her sultry voice, started her career as 
a model but soon became a prominent 
leading lady in American film noir. 
She starred alongside Humphrey 
Bogart, whom she later married, in 

The Big Sleep and 
Key Largo, among 
others, as well as 
romantic comedies 
like How to Marry 
a Millionaire with 
Marilyn Monroe. 

She won Tony Awards for her roles 
in the Broadway musicals Applause 
(1970) and Woman of the Year (1981).

Quote of the Day
“Here is a test to find out  

if your mission in life  
is complete. If you’re  

alive, it isn’t.”
~ Lauren Bacall

 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2021
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1683 – Using microscopes that he 
built himself, the Dutch scientist 
Anton van Leeuwenhoek reported 
his discovery of microscopic living 

“animalcules” (tiny 
animals now known 
as live bacteria). 
Leeuwenhoek is 
known as “the Father 
of Microbiology.”

1868 – The gold rush town of 
Barkerville in British Columbia 
burned to the ground. In trying to 
kiss a saloon girl, a miner dislodged 
a stovepipe that set the canvas 
ceiling on fire. 
1976 – NASA unveiled the 
Enterprise space shuttle. The craft 
wasn’t built for space, but it showed 
that an orbiter could fly in the 
atmosphere and land like a glider. 

Cat Trivia
In 1879, the Belgian city of Liege 
tried to train a fleet of 37 mail cats 
to deliver letters. (It did not work.) 
A children’s book about the chaotic 

effort was written in 2007.

Happy Birthday!
Hank Williams (1923–1953), the  
famed country and western singer 
and songwriter, began to play the 
guitar at age eight. By the time he 
was 14, he had formed a band, Hank 
Williams and the Drifting Cowboys. 
A few of his many hit songs include 
“I’m So Lonesome I Could Cry,” 
“Your Cheatin’ Heart,” “Cold, Cold 
Heart,” and “Move It on Over.” 
His family has kept his musical 
legacy alive: son (Randall) Hank 
Williams Jr., daughter Jett Williams,  

and grandchildren 
(Shelton) Hank 
Williams III, Holly 
Williams, and Hilary 
Williams are all also 
professional singers.

Quote of the Day
“If a song can’t be written  

in 20 minutes, it ain’t  
worth writing.”
~ Hank Williams

 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2021
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1947 – Grand Ole Opry singers, 
including Ernest Tubb and Minnie 
Pearl, performed at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City. Country music was 
a new genre for the hall.

1954 – A Gallup Poll reported that 
a Canadian family of four could live 
comfortably on $50 a week. Half of 
this amount was required for food.

1964 – The television series Route 
66 went off the air. The series is best 
remembered for its iconic Corvette 
convertible and its instrumental 
theme song, which was composed 
and performed by Nelson Riddle.

Celebrity Trivia
Although it has been decades  

since Frankie Avalon’s years as 
a teen idol, he is still very active, 

working at nightclubs in Las Vegas 
and around the country about  
six months out of every year.

Happy Birthday!
Frankie Avalon, born in 1940, is  
widely known for his chart-topping  
pop songs and 1960s beach movies.  
Avalon first grabbed 
the public’s attention 
by singing on the 
TV show American 
Bandstand. A few of 
the teen heartthrob’s 
hit songs include “Venus” and 
“Why.” Later, he teamed up with 
Annette Funicello in a series of teen 
surf comedies, including Beach 
Blanket Bingo (1965) and Muscle 
Beach Party (1964). Avalon has 
been married to Kathryn Diebel since 
1963, and they have eight children.

Quote of the Day
“They weren’t great pictures, 
but they were fun, and they 

really represented that  
period of time well.”

~ Frankie Avalon

 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021
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On This Date
1796 – President George Washington 
made his farewell address, declining 
a third term as president and 
imploring the country to remain a 
strong union. 
1893 – New Zealand became the 
first country in the world to grant 
national voting rights to women. In 
most other democracies, women did 
not win the right to vote until after 
the First World War.
1988 – Israel launched its first 
satellite onboard a Shavit rocket 
from the Negev Desert over the 
Mediterranean, becoming the ninth 
country to orbit a satellite.

Did You Know?
Today is International Talk Like 

a Pirate Day! Sprinkle your 
conversations with pirate  

talk such as:
“Shiver me timbers!”

“Avast, me proud beauty!”
“Arrr, the sea be in me blood!”

Happy Birthday!
Sarah Louise Delany (1889–1999) 

was an American 
teacher, author, and 
civil rights activist 
who lived nearly 110 
years. Her life story, 
along with that of 

her sister Elizabeth Delany, was 
chronicled in the New York Times 
bestselling oral history Having Our 
Say: The Delany Sisters’ First 100 
Years. Delany grew up in Virginia, 
one of 10 children of a former enslaved 
person turned Episcopal bishop. She 
taught in the New York City public 
schools for many years. After her dear 
sister died, Delany published a memoir:  
On My Own at 107: Reflections on a 
Life Without Bessie.

Quote of the Day
“Life is short, and it is up to 

you to make it sweet.”
~ Sarah Louise Delaney

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2021
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On This Date
1946 – The Cannes Film Festival 
premiered. The event gained 
international attention as stars from 
around the world appeared on the 
red carpet at this resort town on the 
French Riviera. 
1967 – RMS Queen Elizabeth 2 was 
launched. During almost 40 years of 
service, the ocean liner undertook 
regular world cruises.
1973 – In their so-called “Battle of 
the Sexes,” tennis star Billie Jean 
King defeated Bobby Riggs in three 
sets (6–4, 6–3, 6–3). One of the most 
famous tennis events ever, it took 
place at the Houston Astrodome.

Daily Trivia
The world record for skipping 

stones on water is 88 skips, set by 
Kurt Steiner in 2013. An angle of 

about 20 degrees between the  
stone and the water’s surface  

is optimal for skipping.

Happy Birthday!
Dorothy Vaughan (1910–2008) was 
an incredibly brilliant, trailblazing 
mathematician and human computer 
who worked at Langley Research 
Center in the 1940s. Her life story 
was chronicled in Margot Lee 
Shetterly’s 2016 bestselling book 
Hidden Figures: The 
Story of the African-
American Women 
Who Helped Win the 
Space Race, as well 
as the subsequent 
blockbuster film of 
the same name. Vaughan was the 
mother of six children and the author 
of a song called “Math Math.”

Quote of the Day
“I changed what I could,  

and what I couldn’t,  
I endured.”

~ Dorothy Vaughan

 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2021



©ActivityConnection.com – The Daily Chronicles (CAN)

THETHE

On This Date
1901 – The Duke and Duchess of 
Cornwall (later King George V and 
Queen Mary) unveiled a statue of 
Queen Victoria on Parliament Hill 
in Ottawa, Ontario.

1949 – After a lengthy civil war, 
Chairman Mao Zedong declared 
the People’s Republic of China 
to be under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China.

2008 – The final game was played 
at the original Yankee Stadium in 
New York City. Yogi Berra, Whitey 
Ford, and Reggie Jackson were part 
of the festivities. José Molina hit 
the last home run in the park where 
Babe Ruth had hit the first. The next 
year, the home team moved to a new 
ballpark across the street.

Daily Trivia
Stephen King was initially tempted 
to abandon the story of Carrie, the 

telekinetic heroine in his first novel, 
Carrie, but his wife and fellow 
novelist, Tabitha, encouraged  

him to stick with it.

Happy Birthday!
H. G. Wells (1866–1946), who was  
born Herbert George Wells in 
Bromley, Kent, England, was the 
iconic writer of numerous science-
fiction classics, including The Time 
Machine, The War 
of the Worlds, The 
Invisible Man, The 
Island of Doctor 
Moreau, and The 
Shape of Things to 
Come. Wells was 
also a journalist, sociologist, and 
historian. A voracious reader as a 
child, he studied biology in college 
and then became a science teacher. 
However, after writing a biology 
textbook in 1893, he shifted to 
writing novels and short stories, to 
great acclaim.

Quote of the Day
“What really matters is what 
you do with what you have.”

~ H. G. Wells

 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2021
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Today is the  
first day  

of autumn!
Night and day will be close to the 

same length—12 hours—all  
over the world.

On This Date
1818 – The first Royal St. John’s 
Regatta was held on Quidi Vidi Lake 
in Newfoundland. The race is the 
oldest documented annual sporting 
event in North America.

1910 – The Duke of York’s Picture 
House in Brighton opened to the 
public. The cinema is the oldest in 
continuous use in the UK.

1914 – The British learned of the 
deadly effectiveness of the German 
U-boat as three British cruisers were 
sunk by one German submarine.

Odd Couple
A liger is the result of breeding a 

male lion to a female tiger. A tigon 
is the offspring of a male tiger and 

a female lion. Ligers and tigons  
are found only in captivity.

Happy Birthday!
Michael Faraday (1791–1867) was  
an esteemed English chemist and 
physicist who made numerous 
important discoveries related to our 
understanding of electromagnetism, 
electricity, and electrochemistry. 
Called “one of the greatest scientific 
discoverers of all time,” Faraday 
is also famous for inventing a 

precursor to the 
Bunsen burner (later 
refined by Robert 
Bunsen), an electric 
generator, and the 
rubber balloon. He 
was a hero and role 

model for Albert Einstein. Faraday 
received many honors including the 
Royal Medal, Copley Medal, and 
Albert Medal.

Quote of the Day
“Speculations? I have none.  
I am resting on certainties.”

~ Michael Faraday

 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2021
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On This Date
1787 – Sir John Johnson purchased 
the site of Toronto from three 
Mississauga Indian chiefs. The deal 
cost the British Crown £1,700 in 
cash and goods.

1845 – The New York Knickerbockers 
baseball club codified the rules  
of America’s “National Pastime,” 
which formed the basis for the rules 
used today. 

1846 – German astronomer Johann 
Gottfried Galle became the first 
person to observe the planet Neptune. 

1931 – Suffering from a prolonged 
drought, 19 farmers and their 
families took up residence in the 
Manitoba Legislative Buildings to 
appeal for government assistance. 

Daily Trivia
Beavers eat the bark of hardwood 

trees, leaves, and 
aquatic and shore 
plants. Beavers are 
herbivores and do 
not eat fish, as is 
widely believed. 

Happy Birthday!
Ray Charles (1930–2004) was a  
legendary American singer, composer, 
songwriter, and pianist whose life 
was chronicled in the 2004 biopic 
Ray, starring Jamie Foxx. Charles, 
who became blind at the age of 
seven and went by the nickname 
“Brother Ray,” was a commanding 
soul music performer who achieved 
colossal crossover appeal to a wide 
fan base with such 
hits as “Georgia on 
My Mind,” “Hit the 
Road Jack,” “A Fool 
for You,” “What’d I 
Say,” and “I Can’t 
Stop Loving You.” 
He was the father of 12 children by 
10 different women.

Quote of the Day
“You better live every day  

like your last because one day 
you’re going to be right.”

~ Ray Charles

 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021
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On This Date
1904 – Golfer George Lyon won the 
Olympic title for Canada. A natural 
athlete, Lyon celebrated his victory 
with a handstand and walked to the 
awards podium on his hands. Golf 
did not appear at the Olympics again 
until 2016. 
1934 – Having reached a personal 
milestone of 700 home runs, Babe 
Ruth played his final game at  
Yankee Stadium. 
1942 – Glenn Miller ended his 
Moonlight Serenade series on  
CBS radio because he was joining 
the Army Air Force. The show 
had aired three times a week for 
Chesterfield cigarettes.

Jim Henson Memorial
A statue of Jim Henson and Kermit 

the Frog seated on a red granite 
bench resides in front of the  

student union at the University  
of Maryland, College Park,  

Henson’s alma mater. 

Happy Birthday!
Jim Henson (1936–1990) was a  

legendary puppeteer 
and the creator, along 
with his wife Jane, 
of The Muppets. 
These funny puppet 
characters have been 
entertaining children 

and adults for decades. In 1990, the 
Public Broadcasting Service called 
Henson “the spark that ignited our 
fledgling broadcast service.” In 
1992, he was awarded the Courage of 
Conscience Award for creating films 
for kids that encourage tolerance and 
fair play. The Jim Henson Company 
continues under the leadership of his 
daughter, Lisa Henson.

Quote of the Day
“My hope still is to leave  

the world a bit better  
than when I got here.”

~ Jim Henson

 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2021
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On This Date
1066 – The English army defeated 
the Vikings at the Battle of Stamford 
Bridge. The conflict marked the end 
of Viking invasions of England. 
Less than three weeks later, the 
still exhausted English Army was 
soundly defeated by the Normans at 
the Battle of Hastings.

1878 – Dr. Charles Drysdale, a 
senior physician in London, wrote 
an article in the Times newspaper 
stating, “The use of tobacco is one of 
the most evident of all the retrograde 
influences of our time.” 

1979 – The Montreal Star newspaper 
stopped publishing due to an  
eight-month strike by pressmen. 
After 110 years in business, the 
Star’s presses were acquired by the 
rival Gazette.

Daily Trivia
While frozen food had existed in 
cold climates, Clarence Birdseye 

gets credit for developing the 
quick-freezing method used  

for today’s frozen foods.

Happy Birthday!
Will Smith, born in 1968, is widely 
considered one of Hollywood’s most  
bankable stars. The multi-talented, 
charismatic Grammy-winning actor  
started out as a rapper in his 
hometown of Philadelphia under 

the name “Fresh 
Prince,” an identity 
which soon morphed 
into the ’90s hit 
sitcom The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air. 
Since then, he’s 

headlined more than two decades’ 
worth of blockbusters, from the Men 
in Black series and Independence 
Day to his Oscar-nominated lead 
role in The Pursuit of Happyness.

Quote of the Day
“A rapper is about being 

completely true to yourself. 
Being an actor is about 
changing who you are.”

~ Will Smith

 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2021
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On This Date
1580 – The Golden Hind, an English 
ship commanded by Sir Francis 
Drake, returned from an around-the- 
world journey bearing spices and 
Spanish treasure. 

1950 – Airborne particles from 
forest fires in Alberta and British 
Columbia caused a blue sun and 
moon over parts of Europe. 
1960 – Fidel Castro, knowing his 
reputation for being long-winded, 
prefaced his speech before the United 
Nations with a promise to keep it 
short. He then delivered the longest 
speech in UN General Assembly 
history—four hours and 29 minutes. 
1969 – Abbey Road, the last recorded 
album by the Beatles, was released. 

Sports Trivia
An “open” in tennis refers to an 

event that is open to amateur players 
as well as professionals if they excel 

in qualifying tournaments.

Happy Birthday!
Serena Williams, born in 1981, is 
the dominating, dynamic American 
professional tennis player who was 
ranked No. 1 eight times between 
2002 and 2017. Known for her 
powerful serve and baseline play, 
Williams has 23 Grand Slam singles 
titles to her name and 
is currently ranked 
eighth in the world. 
She was the highest-
paid female athlete 
in 2016 and 2017, 
and in 2017 she was 
the only woman on Forbes’ ranking 
of the 100 highest-paid athletes. She 
gave birth to her daughter, Alexis 
Olympia, on September 1, 2017.

Quote of the Day
“You have to believe  
in yourself when no  

one else does.”
~ Serena Williams

 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2021
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On This Date
1905 – Albert Einstein’s paper 

“Does the Inertia of a 
Body Depend Upon 
Its Energy Content?” 
was first published. 
The treatise contained 
the famous equation 
E=mc².

1908 – Henry Ford’s first Ford 
Model T automobile left his factory 
in Detroit. The Piquette Avenue Plant 
is now operated as a museum, and its 
collection of antique cars includes a 
Model T built there in 1908.
1954 – The Tonight Show debuted 
on television.
1993 – David Munday of Ontario, 
Canada, survived going over Niagara 
Falls for a second time.

Daily Trivia
A popular urban legend claims 

that the word nasty originates from 
Thomas Nast’s last name, due 

to the harsh tone of his cartoons. 
Actually, the word nasty has 
origins in French and Dutch  

and has been in use for  
hundreds of years.

Happy Birthday!
Will Sampson (1933–1987) was a  
Indigenous actor, painter, and rodeo 
performer of Muscogee heritage. 
Sampson was recruited to acting 
after years on the rodeo circuit, 
where he specialized in bronco busting. 
He had a commanding presence with 
his lanky six-foot seven-inch frame. 

Sampson ultimately 
worked on multiple 
films, but his most 
prominent roles 
were as Chief 
Bromden alongside 
Jack Nicholson’s 

Randle McMurphy in the Academy 
Award-winning One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest and as Crazy Horse 
in The White Buffalo.

Quote of the Day
“Listen to the wind; it talks. 
Listen to the silence; it speaks. 
Listen to your heart; it knows.”

~ Indigenous proverb

 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021
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On This Date
1066 – William the Conqueror 
and his Norman army landed in 
England unopposed. A few weeks 

later, on October 14, 
he would face Anglo-
Saxon troops at the 
Battle of Hastings 
and change the course  
of history.

1972 – Team Canada beat the Soviet 
Union in the eighth game of hockey’s 
Summit Series. Paul Henderson 
scored the game-winning goal with 
just 34 seconds of play remaining.

2008 – The first successful Earth 
orbit by a private spacecraft began 
as SpaceX’s Falcon 1 was launched 
from the Marshall Islands.

Fall Trivia
When leaves turn red, yellow, and 
brown in the fall, they are actually 
not changing at all, but instead are 

returning to their underlying colors. 
In summer, the chlorophyll in the 

leaves makes them look green, 
blocking out their natural hues.

Happy Birthday!
Kate Douglas Wiggin (1856–1923) 
was an acclaimed American writer 
who was born in Philadelphia but grew 
up in Portland and Hollis, Maine. 
Wiggin started out as a kindergarten 
teacher in San Francisco and then 
began writing as a way to support 
the school, a devotion to helping 
children that continued throughout 
her life. Her works include The Story 
of Patsy, Rebecca of Sunnybrook 
Farm, Rose o’ the River, and Mother 
Carey’s Chickens. She frequently 
traveled and lectured, 
and she had a summer 
home in Scotland. 
Her memoir of her life 
abroad is called My 
Garden of Memory.

Quote of the Day
“If you make a child happy 
now, you will make them 
happy twenty years hence  

by the memory of it.”
~ Kate Douglas Wiggin

 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2021
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On This Date
1829 – London’s reorganized police 
force was established on this day. 
Policemen were called “bobbies” 
and “peelers” after Robert Peel, 
the home secretary who began the 
force. The force became known as 
Scotland Yard. 

1988 – The space shuttle Discovery 
blasted off from the 
Kennedy Space Center, 
marking America’s 
return to manned space 
flight following the 
Challenger disaster, in 
which the spacecraft 

broke apart 73 seconds after launch, 
killing all seven passengers. The 
Discovery delivered 31 satellites 
into orbit, including the Hubble 
Space Telescope, before being 
retired in 2011. Today it is on display 
at an annex of the Smithsonian 
Institution’s National Air and Space 
Museum in Washington, D.C.

Noteworthy Fact
Richard M. Nixon kept a music box 
in his Oval Office desk that played 

the tune “Hail to the Chief.”

Happy Birthday!
Caravaggio (1571–1610), who was 
born Michelangelo Merisi on or 
near this day, was a phenomenally 

gifted Italian artist 
who became one of 
the most prominent, 
in-demand Roman 
painters of his day. 
While he lived a 
violent, tumultuous 

personal life, his professional career  
flourished. Known for his stark, 
sometimes brutal realism, Caravaggio 
played with light, color, and shadow 
to create a raw, rich, emotive painting 
style (now called chiaroscuro) that 
gave his works a startling, powerful 
three-dimensionality.

Quote of the Day
“What begins in the work of 
Caravaggio is, quite simply, 

modern painting.”
~ André Berne-Joffroy,  

noted art historian

 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2021
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On This Date
1927 – Babe Ruth hit his 60th home 
run, setting a single-season record 
that stood for 34 years.

1955 – Actor James Dean died 
in a car accident at the age of 24. 

His short career 
included memorable 
performances in the 
films Rebel Without 
a Cause, East of 
Eden, and Giant.

1960 – The Flintstones, the iconic 
cartoon about a “modern stone-age 
family,” premiered on television. 
The show imitated and spoofed The 
Honeymooners. Jackie Gleason, 
creator of The Honeymooners, 
considered suing Hanna-Barbera, 
but decided that he did not want to 
be known as “the guy who yanked 
Fred Flintstone off the air.”

Did You Know?
Although remembered as a slugger, 
Babe Ruth was also considered the 
best American League left-handed 

pitcher of the 1910s.

Happy Birthday!
Elie Wiesel (1928–2016) was a 
Holocaust survivor, professor, writer, 
political activist, and Nobel Prize 
winner. The Jewish, Romanian-born 
author emigrated to America after 
World War II. Night, his powerful, 
hauntingly honest memoir of his 
years imprisoned at Auschwitz and 
Buchenwald with his father, Shlomo 
Wiesel, serves as testament to the 
horrors humans can 
inflict upon each 
other as well as the 
eternal hope that is 
the human spirit. He 
campaigned against 
the oppression of 
victimized groups for the remainder 
of his life.

Quote of the Day
“The opposite of love isn’t 

hate; it’s indifference.”
~ Elie Wiesel

 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2021


