Love is in the Air Trivia
This activity includes 30 questions loosely related to Valentine’s Day. The questions are
accompanied by the answers and additional information for discussion.
There are several activity possibilities:

•
•

For a group activity, read and discuss the trivia questions and answers.

•

Post one or more of the trivia questions on your bulletin board every day or so throughout the
month using this special sign.

For independent activities, print and distribute fill-in-the-blank copies of the questions without
the answers. Also available are the questions with the answers.

Love is in the Air Trivia
1. What flower is a traditional symbol of love?
Answer: The rose. Red roses suggest passion and true love. Dark pink indicates gratitude, while
light pink refers to desire, passion, and energy. Yellow roses symbolize friendship or jealousy. A
white rose suggests virtue or devotion. Thornless lavender roses indicate love at first sight.
2. Which saint went against the emperor’s wishes and performed secret marriages?
Answer: Saint Valentine. Roman Emperor Claudius II forbid young men to marry. Saint
Valentine secretly performed the forbidden marriages. When Claudius II found out, he executed
Saint Valentine for his disobedience on February 14.
3. What did Richard Cadbury first introduce for Valentine’s Day in 1868?
Answer: Box of chocolates. To increase sales, he decided to create “fancy” heart-shaped boxes.
Over 36 million heart-shaped boxes of chocolates are sold throughout the world every year.
4. What type of candy, made by New England Confectionary Company, is the best-selling
Valentine’s Day candy to date?
Answer: Sweethearts. The candy hearts are made from late January to
mid-February every year. About eight billion (100,000 pounds) candy
hearts are made during this time, and they sell out within six weeks.
5. What group of people are said to receive the most Valentine’s Day cards?
Answer: Teachers. They are the number one recipient of Valentine’s Day cards, followed by
children, mothers, wives, and sweethearts. It is estimated that children age six to 10 give more
than 650 million Valentine’s Day cards each year.
6. Where does the phrase wearing your heart on your sleeve originate?
Answer: Many believe it comes from the Middle Ages when men were not permitted to marry
but were allowed to couple during a Roman festival honoring Juno. The men would draw
names of which woman would be their lady friend for the year. They would wear the woman’s
name on their sleeve for the duration of the festival.
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7. What famous literary couple’s love letters were published in a 430-page book?
Answer: F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald. Scott and Zelda epitomized the glamourous couple of the
Roaring Twenties. Scott described Zelda, the quintessential flapper, as “the golden girl” with a
flamboyant personality. They had a turbulent relationship from the start; Zelda was diagnosed
with schizophrenia in 1930 while Scott battled alcoholism. Dear Scott, Dearest Zelda chronicles
the love letters of the famous couple from their courtship starting in 1918 to Scott’s death in 1940.
8. Percy Bysshe Shelley, Lord Byron, and John Keats are all poets associated with what era?
Answer: The Romantic Era. Romanticism was a movement in Western Europe during the last
half of the 18th century. Its focus was on emotion instead of reason. The movement not only
included these famous writers but also the music of Beethoven, Chopin, and Wagner.
9. What is the name of the Italian city where Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet lived?
Answer: Verona. The city receives thousands of love letters for Juliet every year. By the
1990s, Verona was receiving so many letters that a Juliet Club was created to answer each
letter by hand.
10. What silent film star was known as “The Great Lover”?
Answer: Rudolph Valentino. The Italian actor was considered the first male sex symbol of the
big screen during the silent era. He is quoted as saying, “Women are not in love with me but
with the picture of me on the screen. I am merely the canvas on which women paint their
dreams.” In 1926, fans grieved upon Valentino’s premature death at the age of 31 (from blood
poisoning following a perforated ulcer). An estimated 100,000 people lined the streets for his
funeral in New York City.
11. What are the last two lines in the poem “Roses Are Red”?
Answer: “Sugar is sweet, And so are you.” The author of the poem is unknown; however, it
might be traced back to the line “She bathed with roses red, and violets blue,” from The Fairie
Queene, a 1590 epic poem by Sir Edmund Spenser.
12. Who is the Roman goddess of love?
Answer: Venus. She is also the goddess of sex, beauty, and fertility.
13. Who is the son of Mercury, the winged messenger of the gods, and Venus, the goddess of love?
Answer: Cupid. Cupid appears as a winged child with a bow and quiver of arrows. The arrow’s
wounds inspire passion or love in his victims.
14. What mausoleum was built for Emperor Shah Jahan’s wife?
Answer: The Taj Mahal in Agra, India. Completed around 1648, the Taj Mahal required the
labor of 20,000 workers and took 18 years to build. The domed marble mausoleum was built
over the tomb of Mumtaz Mahal, Emperor Jahan’s favorite wife. Mahal was the third wife in
their polygamous marriage, but Jahan had little interest in his first two wives, who bore only
one child each. Mahal died while giving birth to their 14th child.
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15. What 1991 Walt Disney animated film was portrayed as “the most beautiful love story ever told”?
Answer: Beauty and the Beast. It won the Golden Globe Award for Best Motion Picture –
Musical or Comedy and became the first animated film to be nominated for Best Picture.
16. The quote “Love means never having to say you’re sorry” comes from what movie starring Ali
MacGraw and Ryan O’Neal?
Answer: Love Story. The American Film Institute considers it one of the most romantic films ever.
17. What former prime minister proposed marriage to the famous actress Ethel Barrymore?
Answer: Winston Churchill. He asked for her hand in 1900, but she declined and ended up
marrying Russell Griswold Colt in 1909.
18. What book by D.H. Lawrence was not openly published until 32 years after it was written?
Answer: Lady Chatterley’s Lover. The erotic nature of the book even 32 years later was cause
for controversy, and the publisher, Penguin Books, had to win a trial before it could be
published. The book quickly sold three million copies.
19. What 1937 Rodgers and Hart song has been performed by Chet Baker, Ella Fitzgerald, and
Barbara Streisand?
Answer: “My Funny Valentine.” The song was first heard in Richard Rodgers and Lorenz Hart’s
musical Babes in Arms. Although the tune was first recorded in 1945, it did not become a
sensation until the 1950s. The song has been recorded approximately 600 times, most notably
by Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Miles Davis, Tony Bennett, Mel Tormé, and Sammy Davis Jr.
20. What president remained a bachelor his entire life?
Answer: James Buchanan. The 15th president of the United States (1857–1861) did have a
fiancée in 1819 named Ann Coleman. However, Buchanan spent more time with his law
practice than with his fiancée, and the relationship ended.
21. What are two types of birds associated with Valentine’s Day?
Answer: Lovebirds and doves. Lovebirds are colorful birds that get their name because they sit
so close to their mate. Doves mate for life, and both partners take care of their young equally.
22. Alizarin, carmine, and carnelian are all shades of what color?
Answer: Red. Alizarin is also known as “rose madder” since it is seen in the crushed root of
the madder plant. It is reddish-pink. Carmine, also called “crimson lake,” comes in various
shades and can be found in the deep red of rubies. The word also means “purplish red” from
an Aramaic word meaning “crimson.” Carnelian is reddish-brown. Its name derives from the
Latin word caro, meaning “flesh.”
23. What human organ is most associated with Valentine’s Day?
Answer: The heart. It is considered the source of all human emotions, including love and anger.
The heart shape is suggested to have evolved because the organ itself could not easily be seen.
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24. What nursery rhyme character “kissed the girls and made them cry”?
Answer: Georgie Porgie
25. What actress born on Valentine’s Day was nominated for six Academy Awards?
Answer: Thelma Ritter was born February 14, 1902, and was nominated for Best Supporting
Actress for her roles in All About Eve (1950), The Mating Season (1951), With a Song in My
Heart (1952), Pickup on South Street (1953), Pillow Talk (1959), and Birdman of Alcatraz (1962).
26. “Everybody Loves Somebody” became what crooner’s signature song in 1964?
Answer: Dean Martin. The song knocked the Beatles’ “A Hard Day’s Night” from the number
one spot on the charts in the U.S. in 1964. Martin had not had a top hit since 1958. “Everybody
Loves Somebody” replaced Martin’s previous signature song, “That’s Amore,” and he sang the
tune at the beginning of his TV variety show from 1965 to 1974.
27. What does valentine mean in Latin?
Answer: Valor. This may be why several martyrs were named Valentine in the Middle Ages.
28. Most florists call a single red rose framed with baby’s breath what?
Answer: A signature rose. It is the preferred choice by many when giving flowers on
Valentine’s Day, anniversaries, and birthdays.
29. What occurs in Loveland, Colorado, just before Valentine’s Day?
Answer: Valentines are sent to Loveland for the “Re-Mailing” program. Hundreds of thousands
of people send their special valentine’s package/envelope inside a larger package/envelope.
Volunteers hand stamp each package with a Valentine’s verse, and the recipient receives their
gift with a postmark from “Loveland.”
30. Why do we wear wedding rings on the fourth finger of our left hand?
Answer: The custom dates back to Egypt, as it was believed the vein of love ran directly from
this finger to the heart.
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Love is in the Air Trivia
(Questions Only)
1.

What flower is a traditional symbol of love?
Answer:!

2.

Which saint went against the emperor’s wishes and performed secret
marriages?
Answer:!

3.

What did Richard Cadbury first introduce for Valentine’s Day in 1868?
Answer:!

4.

What type of candy, made by New England Confectionary Company, is
the best-selling Valentine’s Day candy to date?
Answer:!

5.

.

What group of people are said to receive the most Valentine’s Day cards?
Answer:!

6.

Where does the phrase wearing your heart on your sleeve originate?
Answer:!

7.

What famous literary couple’s love letters were published in a
430-page book?
Answer:!

8.

Percy Bysshe Shelley, Lord Byron, and John Keats are all poets
associated with what era?
Answer:!

9.

What is the name of the Italian city where Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet lived?
Answer:!

10. What silent film star was known as “The Great Lover”?
Answer:!
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11. What are the last two lines in the poem “Roses Are Red”?
Answer:!
12. Who is the Roman goddess of love?
Answer:!
13. Who is the son of Mercury, the winged messenger of the gods, and
Venus, the goddess of love?
Answer:!
14. What mausoleum was built for Emperor Shah Jahan’s wife?
Answer:!
15. What 1991 Walt Disney animated film was portrayed as “the most
beautiful love story ever told”?
Answer:!
16. The quote “Love means never having to say you’re sorry” comes from
what movie starring Ali MacGraw and Ryan O’Neal?
Answer:!
17. What former prime minister proposed marriage to the famous actress
Ethel Barrymore?
Answer:!
18. What book by D.H. Lawrence was not openly published until 32 years
after it was written?
Answer:!
19. What 1937 Rodgers and Hart song has been performed by Chet
Baker, Ella Fitzgerald, and Barbara Streisand?
Answer:!
20. What president remained a bachelor his entire life?
Answer:!
21. What are two types of birds associated with Valentine’s Day?
Answer:!
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22. Alizarin, carmine, and carnelian are all shades of what color?
Answer:!
23. What human organ is most associated with Valentine’s Day?
Answer:!
24. What nursery rhyme character “kissed the girls and made them cry”?
Answer:!
25. What actress born on Valentine’s Day was nominated for six Academy
Awards?
Answer:!
26. “Everybody Loves Somebody” became what crooner’s signature song
in 1964?
Answer:!
27. What does valentine mean in Latin?
Answer:!

.

28. Most florists call a single red rose framed with baby’s breath what?
Answer:!
29. What occurs in Loveland, Colorado, just before Valentine’s Day?
Answer:!
30. Why do we wear wedding rings on the fourth finger of our left hand?
Answer:!
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Love is in the Air Trivia
(Questions with Answers)
1. What flower is a traditional symbol of love?
Answer: The rose. Red roses suggest passion and true love. Dark pink
indicates gratitude, while light pink refers to desire, passion, and energy.
Yellow roses symbolize friendship or jealousy. A white rose suggests
virtue or devotion. Thornless lavender roses indicate love at first sight.
2. Which saint went against the emperor’s wishes and performed secret
marriages?
Answer: Saint Valentine. Roman Emperor Claudius II forbid young
men to marry. Saint Valentine secretly performed the forbidden
marriages. When Claudius II found out, he executed Saint Valentine
for his disobedience on February 14.
3. What did Richard Cadbury first introduce for Valentine’s Day in 1868?
Answer: Box of chocolates. To increase sales, he decided to create
“fancy” heart-shaped boxes. Over 36 million heart-shaped boxes of
chocolates are sold throughout the world every year.
4. What type of candy, made by New England Confectionary Company, is
the best-selling Valentine’s Day candy to date?
Answer: Sweethearts. The candy hearts are made from late January to
mid-February every year. About eight billion (100,000 pounds) candy
hearts are made during this time, and they sell out within six weeks.
5. What group of people are said to receive the most Valentine’s Day cards?
Answer: Teachers. They are the number one recipient of Valentine’s
Day cards, followed by children, mothers, wives, and sweethearts. It
is estimated that children age six to 10 give more than 650 million
Valentine’s Day cards each year.
6. Where does the phrase wearing your heart on your sleeve originate?
Answer: Many believe it comes from the Middle Ages when men were
not permitted to marry but were allowed to couple during a Roman
festival honoring Juno. The men would draw names of which woman
would be their lady friend for the year. They would wear the woman’s
name on their sleeve for the duration of the festival.
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7.

What famous literary couple’s love letters were published in a
430-page book?
Answer: F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald. Scott and Zelda epitomized the
glamourous couple of the Roaring Twenties. Scott described Zelda, the
quintessential flapper, as “the golden girl” with a flamboyant
personality. They had a turbulent relationship from the start; Zelda was
diagnosed with schizophrenia in 1930 while Scott battled alcoholism.
Dear Scott, Dearest Zelda chronicles the love letters of the famous
couple from their courtship starting in 1918 to Scott’s death in 1940.

8.

Percy Bysshe Shelley, Lord Byron, and John Keats are all poets
associated with what era?
Answer: The Romantic Era. Romanticism was a movement in
Western Europe during the last half of the 18th century. Its focus was
on emotion instead of reason. The movement not only included these
famous writers but also the music of Beethoven, Chopin, and Wagner.

9.

What is the name of the Italian city where Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet lived?
Answer: Verona. The city receives thousands of love letters for Juliet
every year. By the 1990s, Verona was receiving so many letters that a
Juliet Club was created to answer each letter by hand.

10. What silent film star was known as “The Great Lover”?
Answer: Rudolph Valentino. The Italian actor was considered the first
male sex symbol of the big screen during the silent era. He is quoted as
saying, “Women are not in love with me but with the picture of me on the
screen. I am merely the canvas on which women paint their dreams.” In
1926, fans grieved upon Valentino’s premature death at the age of 31
(from blood poisoning following a perforated ulcer). An estimated 100,000
people lined the streets for his funeral in New York City.
11. What are the last two lines in the poem “Roses Are Red”?
Answer: “Sugar is sweet, And so are you.” The author of the poem is
unknown; however, it might be traced back to the line “She bathed
with roses red, and violets blue,” from The Fairie Queene, a 1590 epic
poem by Sir Edmund Spenser.
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12. Who is the Roman goddess of love?
Answer: Venus. She is also the goddess of sex, beauty, and fertility.
13. Who is the son of Mercury, the winged messenger of the gods, and
Venus, the goddess of love?
Answer: Cupid. Cupid appears as a winged child with a bow and quiver
of arrows. The arrow’s wounds inspire passion or love in his victims.
14. What mausoleum was built for Emperor Shah Jahan’s wife?
Answer: The Taj Mahal in Agra, India. Completed around 1648, the
Taj Mahal required the labor of 20,000 workers and took 18 years to
build. The domed marble mausoleum was built over the tomb of
Mumtaz Mahal, Emperor Jahan’s favorite wife. Mahal was the third
wife in their polygamous marriage, but Jahan had little interest in his
first two wives, who bore only one child each. Mahal died while giving
birth to their 14th child.
15. What 1991 Walt Disney animated film was portrayed as “the most
beautiful love story ever told”?
Answer: Beauty and the Beast. It won the Golden Globe Award for
Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy and became the first
animated film to be nominated for Best Picture.
16. The quote “Love means never having to say you’re sorry” comes from
what movie starring Ali MacGraw and Ryan O’Neal?
Answer: Love Story. The American Film Institute considers it one of
the most romantic films ever.
17. What former prime minister proposed marriage to the famous actress
Ethel Barrymore?
Answer: Winston Churchill. He asked for her hand in 1900, but she
declined and ended up marrying Russell Griswold Colt in 1909.
18. What book by D.H. Lawrence was not openly published until 32 years
after it was written?
Answer: Lady Chatterley’s Lover. The erotic nature of the book even
32 years later was cause for controversy, and the publisher, Penguin
Books, had to win a trial before it could be published. The book
quickly sold three million copies.
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19. What 1937 Rodgers and Hart song has been performed by Chet
Baker, Ella Fitzgerald, and Barbara Streisand?
Answer: “My Funny Valentine.” The song was first heard in Richard
Rodgers and Lorenz Hart’s musical Babes in Arms. Although the tune
was first recorded in 1945, it did not become a sensation until the
1950s. The song has been recorded approximately 600 times, most
notably by Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Miles Davis, Tony Bennett, Mel
Tormé, and Sammy Davis Jr.
20. What president remained a bachelor his entire life?
Answer: James Buchanan. The 15th president of the United States
(1857–1861) did have a fiancée in 1819 named Ann Coleman.
However, Buchanan spent more time with his law practice than with
his fiancée, and the relationship ended.
21. What are two types of birds associated with Valentine’s Day?
Answer: Lovebirds and doves. Lovebirds are colorful birds that get
their name because they sit so close to their mate. Doves mate for
life, and both partners take care of their young equally.
22. Alizarin, carmine, and carnelian are all shades of what color?
Answer: Red. Alizarin is also known as “rose madder” since it is seen
in the crushed root of the madder plant. It is reddish-pink. Carmine,
also called “crimson lake,” comes in various shades and can be found
in the deep red of rubies. The word also means “purplish red” from an
Aramaic word meaning “crimson.” Carnelian is reddish-brown. Its
name derives from the Latin word caro, meaning “flesh.”
23. What human organ is most associated with Valentine’s Day?
Answer: The heart. It is considered the source of all human
emotions, including love and anger. The heart shape is suggested to
have evolved because the organ itself could not easily be seen.
24. What nursery rhyme character “kissed the girls and made them cry”?
Answer: Georgie Porgie
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25. What actress born on Valentine’s Day was nominated for six Academy
Awards?
Answer: Thelma Ritter was born February 14, 1902, and was
nominated for Best Supporting Actress for her roles in All About Eve
(1950), The Mating Season (1951), With a Song in My Heart (1952),
Pickup on South Street (1953), Pillow Talk (1959), and Birdman of
Alcatraz (1962).
26. “Everybody Loves Somebody” became what crooner’s signature song
in 1964?
Answer: Dean Martin. The song knocked the Beatles’ “A Hard Day’s
Night” from the number one spot on the charts in the U.S. in 1964.
Martin had not had a top hit since 1958. “Everybody Loves Somebody”
replaced Martin’s previous signature song, “That’s Amore,” and he sang
the tune at the beginning of his TV variety show from 1965 to 1974.
27. What does valentine mean in Latin?
Answer: Valor. This may be why several martyrs were named
Valentine in the Middle Ages.
28. Most florists call a single red rose framed with baby’s breath what?
Answer: A signature rose. It is the preferred choice by many when
giving flowers on Valentine’s Day, anniversaries, and birthdays.
29. What occurs in Loveland, Colorado, just before Valentine’s Day?
Answer: Valentines are sent to Loveland for the “Re-Mailing”
program. Hundreds of thousands of people send their special
valentine’s package/envelope inside a larger package/envelope.
Volunteers hand stamp each package with a Valentine’s verse, and
the recipient receives their gift with a postmark from “Loveland.”
30. Why do we wear wedding rings on the fourth finger of our left hand?
Answer: The custom dates back to Egypt, as it was believed the vein
of love ran directly from this finger to the heart.
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Love is in the Air Trivia
Type your trivia here.

©ActivityConnection.com – Love is in the Air Trivia (Sign)

